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PREFACE. 



No mxt ci hids0ry is miDre iiaftra^liv^ 
and deli^pbtki^, ihmn tihe kve& of great and 
wofthj BifinT The fliortQefaof tltem ini^ 
vhesomnyreaders^aEul thne areliiehHt^ 
tie auod yet semcarkahle pafia^s in them, 
toQ iBconfiderable to be put in a general 
hiftcwy of the age iai wWch they lived ; 
that ali paople ate ves^y diefirons t€^ know 
tbem. Thi« makes Plutaorch's Lives be 
moce generally read, than aay o£ all the 
books which the aneient Greeks or Bo^ 
nnmswiit. 

But the hves of heroes and prinoesL, are 
€ommoi% fitted with the account of the 
^neat things done by them^ whichrdDrra>- 
ther belong to a general than a particular 
hiftory i and db rsAher amvife tl^ readera 
hsxy wHAi a.fpiendid fiiew of greatne&^ 
than offer him. what, is really fo ufeful to 
himfelf ; and indeed the Uves of princes 
aire either writ with fo much, flattery, by 
thofe who it^tended^to merit 1:^ it at their 
own hands, or ot^bers concerned in them ; 
or witk fo much ipile^by thofe who being 
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ill ufed by them, have revenged them- 
felves on their memory, that there is not 
much to be built on them : and though 
the ill nature of many makes what is 
fatirically writ, to be generally more read 
and believed, than when the flattenr is^ 
vifible and courfe ; yet certainly refent- 
ment may make the writer corrupt the 
truth of hiftonjr, as much as intereft : And 
fince all men have their blind fides, and 
commit errors, he that swill indufirioufly 
feiy thefe together, leaving out, or but 
fli^htiy touching what ihouUi be fet a- 
gamft them, to balance them, may make 
a very good man appear in ^very bad co- 
lours : So upon the whole matter, there i» 
not that reafon4x>expe6teither much truth, 
or great inftru6iion, from what is written 
concemingiieroes or princes ; ibr few have 
been able to imitate the patterns Sueto- 
nius fet the world in writing the lives of 
the Roman emperors, with the fame free- 
dom that they had led them :- But the 
lives of private men, thoi:^h they fetdom 
entertain the reader with fuch a variety of. 
pafiages as tl>ejother do ; yet certainly they 
offer him things that^are more imitable, 
and do preieht wifdom and virtue to him, 
not only in a feiir idea, whiohis often look*- 
ed on as a piece of the invention or iaincy 
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of the writer, but in fuch plain and fiami- 
liar infkances, as do both* aired; him bet- 
ter, and perfuade him more; and tfiere 
are not fuch temptations to bias thofe* who 
writ them, fo that we may generally de- 
pend more on the truth of uich relations 
as are given in them. 

In the age in which we live, religion 
and virtue have been propofedand defend- 
ed with fuch advantages, with that great 
force of reafon, audthofeperfuafions, that 
they can hardly be matched in former 
times ; yet after all this, there are but 
few much wrought on by them, which 
perhaps flows from this^ among other rea- 
fons, that there are not fo many excellent 
patterns fet out, as might both in a fhort- 
er, and more effectual manner recommend 
tlmt to the world, which difcourfes do but 
eoldly ; the wit and ftile of the writer be- 
ing more confidered than the argument 
which they handle, and therefore the pro- 
pofing virtue and religion in fuch a mo- 
del, may perhaps operate more than the 
perfpeCTive of it can do ; and for the hifto- 
yy of learning, nothing does fopreferve 
and improve it, as the writing the Hves of 
thofe who have been eminent in it. 

There is no book the ancients have left 
us^ which might have informed us more 
A, 2 
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than Diogenes Laertius his iiv^ of the 
^iilo(0pfaer8 ; if he had had the art of 
writing equal to that great fubjciSi which 
he mudertook ; for if he had given the 
world fnch an aocount of them, as Gaffen- 
.dus has dotte of Peineft, how great a ftodk 
of knowledge might we have had, which 
by his uufltilfulnefe is in a great meafure 
loft ? Since we muft now depend only cm 
him, becaufe we have no other* or better 
author, that has written on tiiat argu- 
ment. 

For iiiany ages tliere were no lives writ 
but by Monks^ through whofe writings 
there runs iuch an incurabie humour, of 
telling incredible and inimitable paifages, 
that little in them can be believed or pro- 
pofed as a pattern : Sulpitius Severus and 
Jerom (hewed too much creditlity in the 
lives they writ, and raifed Martin and Hi-i 
larion beyond what can be reafonablv be- 
lieved : after them Socrates, Theodoret, 
Sozomen and Palladius took a pleafure to 
tell uncouth ftories of the Monks of The- 
.bals ; and Nitria: and thofe who came 
after them, fcorned to fell ihort of them, 
but raifed their faints above thofe of for- 
mer ages ; fo that one would have thought 
that undecent way of writing could rife no 
higher;; and this humour infeded even 
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thofe who had otherwife a good fenfe of 
things, and a juft apprehenfion of man- 
kind, as may appear in Matthew Paris, 
who though he was a writer of great judg- 
ment and fidelity, yet he has corrupted 
his hiftory with much of that alloy : But 
when emulation and envy rofe among the 
feveral orders Or houfes, then they im- 
proved in that art of making romances, 
inftead of writing lives, to that pitch, that 
the world became generally much fcanda- 
lized with them: The Francifcans and 
Dominicians tried who could fay the moft 
extrava^nt things of the founders, ot 
other famts of their orders, and the Bene- 
didines ; who thought themfelves, pot- 
fefled of the belief of the world, as well as 
of its wealth, endeavoured all that was 
poffiWe ftill to keep up the dignity of their 
order, by outlying the others all thej 
could ; and wliereas here or there, a mi- 
racle, a vifion or trance, might have oc- 
curred in the lives of former faints ; now 
every page was full of thofe wonderful 
things. 

Nor has the humour of writing in fuch 
a manner, been quite laid down in this 
age, though more awakened and better en- 
lightened, as appears in the life of Philip 
Nerius^ and a great many more : And the 
A 3 
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Jefuits at Antwerp, are now taking care 
to load the world with a vaft and volumi^ 
nous coUetftion of all thofe livd«, that ha« 
already fwelled to eleven volumes in folio, 
in a fmall print, and yet being digefled 
according to the kalendar, tl>ey have yet 
but endm the month of April; The life 
of Monfieur Reaty is writ in another man« 
ner, where there are fo many excellent 
paiiag&s, that he is juftly to be reckoned 
amongft the greateft pattem» that France 
haa atibrded in this age. 

But while fome have nouriihed iniideli*- 
ty, and a fcorn of all fecred things, by 
writing of thofe good, men in fuch a ftrain^ 
^ makes not only what is fo related to b« 
disbelieved, but creates a diftruft of the 
authentical writings of our moft holy faitb ; 
others have feJlen into another extreme m 
writing lives too jejunely, iwelling them 
up with trifling accounts of the childhood 
and education, and the domeftic or private 
affairs of thofe perfom of whom they writer 
in wliich the world is little conceniied : by 
thele they become fo flat, that few care to 
read them, for certainly thofe tranfad;ions 
are only fit to be delivered to pofterity, 
that may carry with them fome ufefi^ 
^ece of knowledge to after-times. 

I Jmve now an argument before me. 
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which will afford indeed only a fliort bift'o* 
ry, but will contain in it as great a chair 
rad:er, 4s perliaps can be given erf any in 
this age ; fmce thwe are few inftances of 
more knowledge and greater virtues meet«> 
ing in one perlbn. I am upon one account 
(befide many more) unfit to undertake it, 
becaufe I was not at all known to.him, fa 
I can fay nothing from my own obferva^ 
tion ; but upon fecond thoughts I do not 
know whether this may not qualify me to 
write more impartially, though perhaps 
more defectively ; for the knowledge of 
extraordinary perfons does mofl common**- 
ly bias thofe, who were much wrought on 
by the. tendemcfs of their iriendfhip, for 
them» to raiie their ftile a little too high 
when they write concerning them : I con^ 
fefs I knew him as much as the looking 
often upon hhn could amount to. The 
laft year of his being in London, he came 
always on Sundays, (when he could go a* 
broad) to the chapel of the Rolls, where 
I then preached : In my life I never faw 
fo much gravity tempered with that fweet- 
neft, and fet off fo much vivacity as ap- 
peared in his looks and behaviour, which 
clifpofed me to a veneration for him, which 
I never bad for any, with whom I was not 
acquainted : I wai$ feeking an opportunity 
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of being admitted to his converfation ; bi 
I undemood that between a great want 
health, and a multipUcity of bufinefe^ whi^ 
his employment brought upon him> he WES'! 
mailer of fo little of his time, that I ftood^ 
in doubt whether I might prefume to roli^ 
him of any of it, and to he left the town> 
before I could refolve on deliring to b^ 
known to him. 

My ignorahce of the law of England^ 
made me alfo unfit to write of a^ man, a 
great part of whofe chara6l:er, as to hk 
learning, is to be taken from his ikill ia 
the common law, and his performances iit 
that. But I ihall leave that to thole oC 
the fame robe : Since if I engaged muck 
in it, I muft needs commit many errors^ 
writing of a fubjedl t^t is foreign to me. 
. The occafion of my undertaking thi% 
was given me firft by the eamefl defires of 
fome that have great power over me, wha 
having been much obliged by him, andi 
holding his metnory in high eftimatioHi 
thought I might doit fonie right by writ- 
ing his life; I was then engaged in the 
hiftory of the Reformation, fo 1 promifeq 
that as foonas that was over, I Ihould 
make the beft ufe I could of fuch infor- 
mations and memorials as ihould be brougU; 
jne. 



This I have uofw perfoftned in the beft 
aKtnner I could, nnd have brought mto 
ttethod aH tbe parcels of his tife^ or the 
branches of his charader, which 1 could 
either gather fiom the informations that 
were feimiliarly acquainted with him, or 
from his writings : I have not applied any 
of the falfe colours with which art, or fome 
forced eloquence might furnifli me in writ- 
ing concerning him ; but have endeavour- 
ed to fet him out in the fame fimplicity 
in which he lived : I have faid little of 
his domeftic concerns^ fince though in 
thefe he was a great example, yet it iigni- 
fies nothing to the world to know any par- 
ticular exercifes, that might be given to 
his patience ; and therefore I fhall draw 
a vail over all thefe, and fhall avoid fay- 
ing any thing of him, but what may afford 
the reader fome profitable inflrud:ion : I 
^m under no temptations of faying any 
thing but what I am perfuaded is exa6lly 
true, for where there is fo much excellent 
truth to be told it were an inexcufable fault 
to corrupt that, or prejudice the reader a- 
gainfl it by the mixture of falfehoods with 
it. 

In fliort as he was a great example while 
he lived, fo I wifh the letting him thus out 
to poflerity, in his own true and native co^ 
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laurSf may have its due influence on 
perfons ; but more particularly on- the 
of that profeffion, whom it more immed 
ately concerns^ whether on the bench 
ait Uie bar.. 
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THE 

XIFE AND DEATH 

JS/Jt MATTHEW HALE, Kt, 

Late 

JLORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
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MATTHEW HALE was born at Alderly ia 
Glocefterlhire) the firft <if November, 1 609. 
fHis .^randfathar was Robert <Hale^ aa enaiDent 
iCbthier in Wotton-under-edge, ^ that country, 
I where he and his anceftors had lived for many 
defcents.; and they had given feveral parcels of 
I^d fbr the ufe of the poor, which are enjoyed by 
them to this day. This Robert acquired aneftate 
kof ten thoufand pound, which he divided almoft 
equally amongft^his five fonsybefides the .portions 
he gave his daughters, from whom a numerous 
pofterity has fprung. His*iecond fon was Robert; 
Hale, a baiitifter of Lincolns-Inn.; he married 
Joan, the daughter of Matthew Poyntzs^ of Alderly^ 
eiiquire, who was defcended from that noble fau 
mily of the Foyntz's of AQlqh : Of this jnarriage 
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there was no other iflue but this one fon. His 
grandfather by his mother was his godfather, and 
gave him his own name at his baptifm. His fa«j 
ther was ^ man of that ftridneis of gDnfciencei| 
that he gare orer the pradife of the hw, becaufei 
he could not underftand the reafon of giving co- 
lour in pleadings, which as he thought was to tell i 
a lie ; and Aat^ with ioim oi^ tbing% common- 
ly praftifed, feemed to him contrary to that 
adnels of truth and juftioe which became a CF 
tian ; fo that he withdrew himfelf from the 
of court, to live <m his eftatein the country* 
this I was informed by an ancient gentleman^ that' 
lived in a friendihip with his fon tor fifty y^urs, 
and he heard judge Jones, tbtl wts Mr. Hales's 
contemporary, declare this in the kings*bench. 
But as the care he haA to(ave bis foul, made hin( 
abandon a profeffion in which he might have rai£ 
ltd his hmily macti higher j (b his charity^ t<» hi 
poor n^ighlNMirs, made him mt only dttat liisatflQi 
ftirgeiy^ among them while lie limd, but ant U 
death he hh ^mt q§ his (teail eftaite, iidiic& mi 
hut 100 A ayewr) S»A ayeairtothepMrof IBd 
kHi, which his ftm conftrnMt to them with Sonk 
adctitipn, smd \(4th this regulation, tiiat it ftauk 
be diffaributed amoaK fuch poor houfe«kecp( 



did not receive the alms of the p^rifli ; for totgM 
k to tbofe, was only a»be ufed to £iy> ta favsftl 
much money to the ridb, vrfia tqr' law were booal 
to relieve the poor of the parifli* J 

Thus he W2£s defcended rather foom a good) 
than a noble ^Mpily, and yet what was waaitiagUi 
the infigoificant tiiks of high bivth, and wm 
Mood, was more than made up^iH the true* wqiA^ 
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of his anceftors. But he was foon deprived of the 
happinefs of his father's care and inftrudion, for 
as he loft his mother before he was three years 
old, fo his father died before he was five ; fo ear- 
ly was he caft on the providence of God. But 
that unhappinefs was in a great meafure made up 
lo him : For after fome oppofition made by Mr« 
Thomas Poyntz, his uncle by his mother, he wa^ 
committed to the care of Anthony Kingfcot, of 
Kingfcot eiquire, who was his next kinfman, after 
his uncles, by his mother. 

* Great care was taken of his education, and his 
•guardian intended to breed him to be a divine ; 
and being inclined to the way of thofe then called 
Puritans, put him to fome fchools that were taught 
by thofe of that party, and in the 17 th year of his 
age, fent him to Magdalen-hall in Oxford, where 
Obadiah Sedgwick was his tutor. He was an ex- 
traordinary proficient at fchool, and for fome time 
at Oxford. But the ftage-players coming thhher, 
he was fo much- corrupted by feeing many plays, 
that he almoft. wholly forfook his ftudies. By this 
he not only loft much time, but found that his 
head came to be thereby filled with fuch vain 
images of things, that they were at beft improfir 
table, if not hurtful to him ; and being afterwards 
fenfible of the mifchief of this, he refolved upoii 
his coming to London, (where he knew the op- 
portunities of fuch fights would be more frequent 
and inviting) never to fee a play again, to which 
he conftantly adhered. 

The corruption of a young man*s mind in one 
particular, generally draws on a great many more 
after it, fo he being now taken off from following 
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his ftudies, and from the gravity of his deportiMnt> 
that was formerly eminent in him, &r be;^(Hid \m 
years, fet himfelf to many of the vanities incident 
to youth, but ftill preferved his purity, and a grei^ 
prc^ity of mmd. He loved fine cloofths, and de- 
lighted much in company ; and being of a ftrong 
robuft body, he was a great matter at all thofeesc* 
crcifes that required much ftrength. He alfe 
learned to fence, and handle his weapons, in whi<^ 
lie became fo expert, that he worfted many of the 
mafters of thofe arts : but as he was exercffii^ 
himfelf in theni, an inftance appeared that Viewed 
a good judgment, and gave forae hq>€S^ betted 
things. One of his mafters told him tie couM 
teach him no more, for he was now better at his 
own trade than himfelf was. This Mr. Hale look-^ 
ed on as flattery ; fo to make the matter difccwrer 
hmfelf, he promifed him the houfe he lived in, 
for he was his tenant, if he could hit him a blo# 
en the head, and bade him do his beft^ for he wtmM 
be as good as his word : fo after a little eiiga^ 
tnent, his mafter being really fuperior to htm, wt 
liim on the head, and he performed hfe prom^, 
for he gave him the houfe freely ; and was wit 
tinwilltng at that rate to learn fo early, to dMtifi- 
guiffi flattery from plain and fimple truA, 

He was now fo taken up with martial. matters^ 
that inftead of going on in his defign of being t^ 
fcholar, or a divine, he refolved to be a foldier^ 
*and his tutor Sedgwick' going into the Low Cotm* 
tries, chaplain to the renowned lord Vere, ^cf fe^ 
folved to go along with him, and to trail a pftce in 
the Prince of Orange's army ; but a happy Hop 
was put to this refolution, whiefh might have 
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ptoved ib fatal to hitaafelf, and baye deprived the 
^e of the great example be gave, dfxd ihe ufeful 
fervice$ he afterwards did his country. He wa^ 
engaged in a fuit of law with Sir Will. Whitmore, 
who laid claim to Tome part of his eftate, and hi$ 
guardian beii^ a man of a retired temper, and not 
jBade for bufmefs, he was forced to leave the 
univeriity, after he bad been three years in it, 
and go to London to folicite his own bufmefa^ 
£eing recommended to ferjeant Glanvill for his 
coanfellqr, and he obferving in him a clear appre- 
henfion of things, and a folid judgment, and a 
great fitnefs for the ftudy of the law, took pains 
upon him to perfuade him to fbrfake his thoughts^ 
of being a foldier^ and to apply himfelf to the ftudy 
of the iaw : and this had fo good ai» effeft oa 
him, that on the 8th of Novemb. 1639. when he 
was pad the 20th year of his age, he was admitted 
into Lincolns-Inn : andbeii^ then deeply fenfible 
how much time he had loft, and that idle and vain 
ihings had over-run and almoft corrupted his 
mind, he refolved to redeem the time he had loft, 
and followed his ftudies with a diligence that could 
fcarce be believed, if the fignal effeds of it did 
not gain it credit. He ftudied for many years at 
the rate of 16 hours a day : he threw afide all 
fine clothes, and betook himfelf to a plain fafliion, 
.which he contintxed to ufe in many poiiUs to hits 
dyiag day. 

But fince the honour of reclaiming him from 
the idlenefs of his formei^ courfe of l»fe, is due to 
the memory of that eminent lawyer ferj. Glanvill, 
aiid fiiice my defignin writing is to propofe a pat- 
tern of heroic virtue to the worlds I ftuU meotioii 

B 2 
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one paflage of the feijeant which out never to be 
forgotten. His father had a fair eftate, which he 
intended to fettle on his elder brother, but he be* 
ing a vicious young man, and there appearing no 
hopes of his recovery, he fettled it on him, that 
was his fecond fon. Upon his death, his eldeft 
fon finding that what he had before looked on, 
as the threatnings of an angry father, was now but 
too certain, became melancholy, and that by 
degrees wrought fo great a change on him, that 
what his father could not prevail in while he lived, 
was now effefted by the feverity of his laft will, fo 
that it was now too late for him to change in 
hopes of an eftate that was gone from him. But 
his brother obferving the reality of the change, 
refolved within himfelf what to do : fo he called 
him, with many of his friends together to a f^ft, 
^nd after other diflies had been ferved up to the 
dinner, he ordered one that was covered to be 
fet before his brother, and defired him to uncover 
it ; which he doing, the company was furpriaed 
.tovfind it full of writings. So he told thera^lhat 
he was now to do, what he was fure his £ather 
would have done, if he had lived to fee that happy 
change, which they now all faw in his brother : 
and therefore he freely reftored to him the whote 
eftate. This is fo great an inftance of a generous 
and jufl: difpofition, that I hope the reader will 
eafily pardon this digreflion, and that the rather, 
>fance that worthy ferjeant was fo inftrumental in 
the happy change that followed in the courfe of 
Mr Hale's life. 

Yet he did not at firft break off from keeping 
^uch company with fome vain people, till a 
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bA ^acciiiei^ drove hitn froiQ it ; for he with fome 
other young ftudents, being kivited to be merty 
out of town, one of the company called for fo 
much wine, that notwithftanding all that Mr 
Hale could do to |M^vent it, he went on in his 
excels titl he fell down as dead before them, fo 
that all that were prefent, were' not a little 
affrighted at it, who did what they could to brii^ 
him to himfelf again : This did particularly affeft 
Mr Hale, who thereupon went into another room, 
and ihutting the door, fell on his knees, and prayed 
eameilly to God, both for his friend, that he 
might be reftored to life again ; and that himfelf 
tnight be forgiven for giving fuch countenance to 
fo much excefs : and he vowed to God, that he 
>;rouId never again keep company in that manner, 
nor drink a health while he lived : bis friend re-- 
covered, and he moft religioufly obferved his vow, 
till his dying day. And though he was afterwards 
preft to drink healths, particularly the king's, 
N^hich was fet tip by too many as a diftinguifhirig 
mark of loyalty, and drew many into great excefs 
after his majefty's happy reftoration; but he 
would never difpenfe with his vow, though he was 
fometimes roughly treated for this, which fome 
hot and indifcreet men called obftinacy. 

This wrought an entire change on him : now 
]he fbrfook all vain company, and divided himfelf 
between the duties of religion, and the ftudies of 
his profeffion : in the former he was fo regular, 
that for fix and thirty years time, he never once 
failed going to church on th^ Lord's day ; this 
obfervation lie made when an ague firft interrupted 
that conilant'courfe, and he refle^ed on it, as an 
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acknowledgement of God's great goodnefe to him, 
in fo long a continuance of his health. 

He took a ftrid account of his time, of whiqh 
the reader will bell judge, by the fcheme he drew 
for a diary which I (hall infert copied from the 
original, but I am not certain when he made it ; 
it is fet down in the fame fimplicity in which he 
writ it for his own private ufe« 

MORNINO. 

I. To lift up the heart to God in thankfubiefs 
for renewing my life. 

II. To renew my covenant with God in Chrift. 

1. By renewing afts of faith receiving Chrift, 
and rejoicing m the height of that relation. 

2. Refolution of being one of his people doing 
him allegiance. 

III. Adoration and prayer. 

IV. Setting a watch over my own infirmities and 
paffions, over the fnares laid in our way. 
Perimus Ileitis. 

Day Employment* 

There muft be an employment, two kinds. 
I. Our ordinary calling, to ferve God in it. // is 
afcrvice to Chrift though never fo mean^ Colof. 

3. Here faithfulnefs, diligence, chearfulnefs. 
Not to overlay myfelf with more bufiriefs than 

• 1 can bear, 

IL Our fpiritual employments : Mingle fome» 
what of God's immediate fervice in this day. 
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Refrefhmenis* 

I. Meat and drink, moderation feafoned with 
fomewhat of God. 

n. Recreation. 1. Not our bulinefs. 2. Suita- 
ble. No games, if given to covetoulheis or 
pailion. 

If alone* 

!• Beware of wandering vain luftful thoughts; 
fly from thyfelf rather than entertain thefe. 

II. Let thy folitary thoughts be profitable, view 
the evidences of thy falvation, the ftate of thy 
foul, the coming of Chrift, thy own mortality, 

it will make thee humble and watchful. 

* 

Company* 

Do good to them; Ufe God*s name reverently. 
* Beware of leaving an ill impreffion of ill exam- 
ple. Receive good from them, if more know- 
ing. 

Evening* 

Caft up the accounts of the day. If ought amifs, 
beg pardon. Gather refolution of more vigi- 
lance. If well, blefs the mercy and grace of 
God that hath lupported thee. 

Thefe notes have an imperfeftipn in the word- 
ing of them, which (hews they were only intended 
for his privacies. No .wonder a man who fet 
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fuch rules to himfelf, became quickly very ei 
nent and remarkablie. 

JVi?y.the Attorney General, being then one 
the greateft men of the profeffion, took early t 
tice of him, and called often for him, and direddl 
him in his ftudy, and grew to have fuch frien<!(™ 
for him, that he came to be called y^ng Nm 
He paffing from the extreme of vanity in bis apJ| 
parel, to that of neglecting himfelf too much, Vf^ 
once taken when there was a prefs for the king*? 
fervice, as a fit perfon for it ; for he was a fti^fj 
and well-built man: But fope that knew bin 
coming by, and giving notice who he was, thi 
prefa-men let him go. • This made him return tdj 
more decency in his clothes, but never to any fo*] 
pferfluity or vanity in them. i 

Once as he was buying fome cloth for a nai 
fuit, the draper with whom he differed about rinf 
price, told him he ihould have it for nothing, if hi 
would promife him an hundred pounds ^vhea hi 
came to be Lord Chief Juftice of England ; » 
which he anfwered, that he could not v;^h a good 
confcience wear any man's cloth, unlefs he fflil| 
for it ; fo he fatisfied the draper, and carried away 
the cloth. Yet that fame draper lived to fee him 
advanced to that fame dignity. 

While he was thus improving himfelf in thi 
ftudy of the law, he not only kept the hours of 
the Hall eonftantly in term-time, but feldomput 
himfelf out of commons in vacation-time, and con- 
tinued then to follow his ftudies with an unwea- 
ried diligence, and not being fatisfied with the 
books writ about it, or to take things upon tnjft, 
was very diKgent in fearching all records : Thea 
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pd he make divers colledion? out of the books 
|be had read, and mixing them with his own ob- 
fervations, digefted them into a common-place 
book ; which he did with fo much induflry and 
bdgment, that an eminent Judge of the king's- 
bench, borrowed it of him when he was Lord 
Chief Baron : He unwillingly lent it, becaufe it 
had been writ by him before he was called to the 
bar, and had never been thoroughly revifed by 
bim lince that time^ only what alterations had 
been made in the law by fubfequent ftatutes and 
[ttdgmeius, were added by him as they had hap« 
pened : But the Judge having perufed it, faid, 
that though it was compofed by him fo early, he 
did not think any lawyer in England could do it 
better, except he himfelf would again, fet about it* 
V He. was foon found out by that great and leam« 
ed Antiquary Mr. Selden, who though much fu- 
perior to him in years, yet came to have fuch a 
liking of him, and of Mr. Vaughan, who was af* 
terwards Lord Chief Juftice of the common-pleas, 
that as he continued in a clofe friendfhip with 
them while he: lived, fo he left them at his death 
two of his four executors. 

It was this acquaintance that firfl fet Mr. Hale 
on a more enlarged purfuit of learning, which he 
had before confined to fiis; own profefTion, but 
becoming as great a mafter in it, as ever any was, 
very foon ; he who could never let any of his 
time go away unprofitably, found leifure to attain 
to as great a variety of knowledge, in as compre- 
henfive a manner, as moft men have done in any 
age. 
. He fet himfelf much to the ftudy of the Roman 
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hw, and though he liked the \niy of jndicatofej 
England by Juries, much better than that of ' 
ciYil law, where £> much was traded to 
Judge ; yet he often faid, that die true grou 
and reafons of law were fo well ddiyered in 
Digefts, that a man could never underftand 1 
at a fcience fo well, as by feeking it there, 
therefore lamented much that it was fo litde 1 
died in Ei^land. 

He looked on readinefs in arithmetic, as a t 
which might be ufeful to him in his own em^ 
ment, and acquired it to fuch a degr^, that | 
would often on the fudden, and afterwards cm I 
bench refolve very Jxard queftions, which 
puzzled the beft accountants about town, 
refted not here, but ftudied the Algebra, 
Speciofa and Numerofa, and went through adll 
other mathematical Iciences, and made a 
collection of very excellent inftrumaEits, 
no coft to have tnem as exa£i: as art could 
them. He was alfo very converfant in pi 
phical learning, and in all the curious experime 
and rare difcoveries of this age : And had I 
new books written on thofe fubje&s fent him i 
all parts, which he both read and examined | 
critically, that if the principles and hypotli 
which he took firft up, did any way prepoii 
him, yet thofe who have differed moft from [ ' 
have acknowledged, that in what he has writi 
ceming the TorricelUaa experiment, and of 
rarefadion and condenfation of the air, he ' 
as great an exa£knefs, and as much fubdlty in 
reafoning he builds on them, as thefe principles j 
which be adhered could bear. But indeed it ' 
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feem fcarce credible, that a man fo much employ, 
ed, and of fo fevere a temper of mind, could find 
leifiire to read, obferve and write fo much of 
^efe fubjeds as be did. He called them his di- 
verfions, for he often faid when he was weary 
with the ftudy of the law, or divinity, he ufed to 
recreate himfelf with phUofophy or the mathema- 
tics; To thefe he added great ikill in phyfic, 
anatomy and chirurgery: And he ufed to fay 
>•* BO man could be abfolutely a mafter in any 
profeffion, without having fome (kill in other fci- 
encee^'* for befides the fatisfk^ion he had in the 
knowledge of thefe things, he made ufe of them 
often in his employment. In f6me examinations 
he would put fach queftions to Phyficiansor Chi- 
rurgeons, that they have profeffed the college of 
Ffayfictans coiild not do it more exadly ; by 
which he difcovered great judgment, as well as 
nmch knowledge in thefe things : And in his (ick- 
nefs he ufed to argue with his dolors about his 
dffirempers, and the methods they took with them. 
Eke one -rf thdr own profeffion ; which one of 
them told me he underftood, as far as fpeculation 
without practice could carry him. 

To this he added great fearches into Ancient 
Hiftory, and particularly into the roughed and 
ieaft delightful part of it, Chronology. He was 
well acquainted with tlie ancient Greek philofo- 
|rfiers,i)at want of occafion to ufe it, wore out his 
knowledge of the Greek tongue ; yet by his great 
converfation with Seldcn, he underftood the moft 
curious things in the Rabbinical learning. 

But above all thefe, he feemed to have made 
the ftudy of divinity the chief of all others, to 
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which he not only direfted every^tbing elfe, but' 
alfo arrived at that pitch in it, th?it tbofe whoj 
have read, what he has written on thefe fubj^fts, 
.will think, they muft have had moft of his time and 
thoughts. It may feem extravagant, and alraofi 
incredible, that one man in no great compafs of 
years, (hould have acquired fuch a variety of 
knowledge; and that in fciences that require much 
ieifure and application^. But as his parts were 
quick^ and his apprehenfions lively, his memory^ 
great, and his judgment flrong; fo his induftry 
almoft indefatigable. He rofe always betimes in 
the morning, was never idle, fcarce ever held ajay 
difcourfe about news, except with fome few in 
whom he confided entirely. He entered into no 
correfpondence by letters, except about neceffary 
bufinefs, or matters of learning, and fpent veryi 
little time in eating or drinking ; for 2^ he never 
.went to public feafts, fo he gave no entertainments 
but to the poor ; for he followed our Saviour's 
direftion (of feafting none but thefe) literally : 
And in eating and drinking, he obferved not only 
great plainnefs and moderation, but lived fo pfei* 
lofophically, that he always ended his meal wiih^ 
an appetite : fo that he loft little time at it ; (th^t 
being the only, portion which he grudged himfelf) 
and was difpofed to any exercife of his mind^ ip 
which he thought fit to apply himfelf after hye 
had dined : by thefe means he gained much time,: 
that is otherwife unprofitably wafted. ' 

He had alfo an admirable equality in the tem-j 
per of his mind, which difpofed him for whatever 
fliidies he thought fit to turn himfelf to ; and 
fome very uneafy things which he lay under for 
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idany years/ did rather engage him to, than dif- . 
trad turn from his ftudies. 
' When he was called to the bar, and began to 
make a figure in the world, the late unhappy 
wars broke out, in which it was no eafy thing, 
for a maa to preferve his integrity, and to live fe* 
<:urely, free frortl great danger and trouble. He 
bad read the Life of Pomponius Attkus, writ by 
Nepos, and having obferved, that he had pafled 
through k time of as much diftraftion, as ever 
was in any age or ftate, from the wars of Marius 
and Scilla, to the beginnings of Auguftus* reign, 
without the leaft blemifli on his reputation, and 
free from any confiderable danger, being held in 
great efteem by all parties, and courted and fa- 
voured by them : he fet him as a pattern to him- 
felf, and obferving that befides thofe virtues which 
are nectary to all men, and at all times, there 
were two things that chiefly preferved Atticus j 
iike <me was, ^^ his aigaging. in no fadion, and 
meddling in no public bufinels ;^' the other was, 
^* his confltant favouring and relieving thofe that 
were loweft," which was afcriUed by fuch as pre- 
yidled to the generofity of his temper, and pro- 
cured him much kindnefs from thofe on whom 
Jie had exercifed his bounty, when it came to 
^eit turn to govertl : he refolved to guide himfelf 
l>y thofe rules as much as was poffible for him 
to do. 

He not only avoided all public employment, 
but the very talking of news, and was always both 
favourable and charitable to thofe who were de- 
prefled, and was fure never to provoke any in 
part^ular, by cenfuring or reflefting on their ac- 
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dons; for many that have converfed modi wHl 
him, have told me they never heard him once 
fpeak ill of any perfoti. 

He was employed in his pradice by ali tilt 
king's party : he was affigned counfel to the £sri 
of Strafford, and Arch-bifliop Laud, aad altet^ 
wards to the blefied King himfelf, when brottght 
to the infttnous pageantry of a mock-mat^ and 
offered lo plead for bim with all the couvage lim 
fo glorious a caufe ought to have ikij|>ired fami 
with, but was not fuffered to appear^ becaufe Ae 
king refufing, as be had good realbti, to ftibrait to 
die court, it was pretended none couM be admil- 
ted to fpeak for him. He was alfo couslid ^ 
the Bake of Hamilton, the {lart of HoUand, aad 
the Lord Capd : his plea for the former of ibefe 
I have pubKflied in the memoirs (df that Duke^s 
life. Aiter^ztds alfo being jcoonfef for the Lord I 
Craven, be ^aded whh that force of argnmes^ ' 
that the then attorney-gaieral threatened hSm ioi\ 
appearing againfl: the government, to whom lie | 
anhvered, ^ He was pleading in de^Sence^thofe' 
laws, which they declared they would maintaiftj 
and preferve, and he was domg his ^nf^ to \m 
client^ fo that be was not to be 'd^unt^ wk 
ihreatenings*** 

Upon aU thefe t)cca6ons he ludd dSbhiaixged t^ 
felf with fo much learnings fidelity^ amd ^oumge 
that he came to be generally employed for aM Ifaa 
party : nor W2fe he fetisfied toappear fopfhdr jul 
defence in the way of his profeffion, but he aUi 
relieved tbem often in.their necefiities, whii^ b( 
did in a way that Was no leh prudevit fbaB <:bari 
table, confidering ihe dangers of tM iimt: foi 
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he did often depR>fit confiderabie funis in (he hands 
<rf a i^oithy gentleman of the king^s party, who 
faiew then: necefiities well, and was to dUlribute 
his diarity according to his own difcredon, with* 
9Qt either lettii^ them know from whence it 
came, or giving bimfelf any accoutit to whom he 
liad given it. 

Cromwell feeing him pofleiTed of fo much prac* 
tic^ and he being one of the mod: eminent men 
i>f the hw, who was nor at all afraid of^ doing his 
duty in thofe critical times, rrfolved to take him 
off from it, and raife him to the binch. . 

Mr* Hale faw well enough the fnare laid for 
him, stnd though he did hot much confider the 
prejudice it would be to himfelf, to exchange the 
eafy and fafer profits he had by his praftice, for 
'k Judge's place in the Common-Pleas, which he 
was required to accept of; yet he; did deliberate 
mere on the lawfiilnds of taking a a>mmiiIion 
from ufurpers 5 but having confidered of this, he 
came to be of opinion^ '' that it being abfolutely 
neceflary to have jijftice and property kept up at 
fdl times, it was no fin to take a commiffion from 
vfttrpei^, if he made no declaration of his acknow- 
ledging their authority/' which he never did i 
he was much urged to accept of it by fome emi- 
nent men of his own profeffion, who were of the 
king's party, as Sir Orlando Bridgman, and Sir 
Geoffery Palmer ; and was aUb fatisfied concern- 
ing the lawfulnefe of it, by the refolution of fome 
famous divines, in particular Dr. Sheldon, and 
Dr. Henchman, who were afterwards promoted 
to the fees of Canterbury and London. 

To thefe were added the importunities of all 
c 2 
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his firiends, who thought that in a tkne offo much 
danger and oppfreiTion, it might be lio fmall fecu^^ 
rity to the nation, to have a man of his integrity 
and abilities oh the bench : and the ufurpers them- 
felves held him in that eftimation, that they were 
glad to have him give a countenance to their 
courts, and by promoting one that was known to 
have different principles from them, aflFefted the 
reputation of honouring and trufting men of emi- 
nent virtues, of what perfuafion foever they might 
be, in relation to public matters. 

But he had greater fcruples concerning the 
proceeding againft felons, and putting offenders 
to death by thai commiffion, fince he thought the 
fword of juftice belonging only by right to the 
lawful prince, it feemed not warrantable to pro* 
ceed to a capital fentence by an authority derived 
from ufurpers ; yet at firft he made diftinftion be- 
tween common and ordinary felonies, and offences 
againfl the ftate; for the laft he would never 
meddle in them ; for he thought theie might b^ 
often legal and warrantable a&ions, and that the 
putting men to death on that account was mur- 
der ; but for the ordinary felonies, he at firfl was 
of opinion that it was as neceffary even in times of 
ufurpation to execute juftice in thofe cafes, as in 
the matters of property : But after the king was 
murdered-, he laid by all his coUeftions of the 
pleas of the crown ; and that they might not fall 
into ill hands, he hid them behind the wainfcotting 
of his ftudy, for he faid there was no more occa« 
fion to ufe them, till the king fhould be again rer 
ftored to his right ; and fo upon his majefty's Fe^ 
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ftoradon b^ took them out, and went on in h^ 
defign to perfefk that great work* 

Yet for §6me time after he was made a judge, 
when he went the circuit, he did fit on the crown 
fide, and jtidged criminals : But having confider- 
ed farther of it, he came to think that it was at 
leaft better not to do it ; and fo after the fecond 
or third circuit, he refufed to fit any more on the 
crown fide; and told plamly the reafon, for in 
matins of biood, he was always to choie the fafer ' 
fide: And indeed he had fo earthed himfelf in* 
fyme trials, that they were not unwilling he ihould 
withdraw from meddling farther in them, of which 
I fiiall give fome inftances. 

Not long after he was made a judge, which wa$ 
in the rear 1653.. when he went the circuity a tri- 
al was Drought before him at Lincoln, concerning 
the murder of one of the towns-men, who had 
been of the kings party, and was killed by a fol- 
dier of the garrifon there. He was in the fields 
with a fowling piece on bis fhbulder, which th^ 
foldier feeing, he came to him and faid, it was con- 
trary to an order which the proteftor had made, 
that none who had been of the kings party fliould 
x:arry arn»s j and fo he would have forced it from 
him : B»l as the other did not regard the order, 
fo being ftronger than the foldier, he threw him 
downy afnd having beat him, be left him. The 
ibtdier went into the town, and told one of hie 
fellow fotdiers how he had been ufed, and got him 
to go with him, ^nd He in wait for the mian that he 
might be revenged on him. They both watched 
his coming to totrt^ and one of them went to him 
tO' demmi has gun, v^bich he refu&d, the foldier 
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ilruck at Urn, and as they were ftragglmg, ^ 
other came behind, and ran his fword into hb 
body, of vi^hich he prefently died. It was in the 
time of the affixes, fo they wereboth tried : Agaiaft 
the one there was no evidence of forethought fe- 
lony, fo he was only found, guilty of man-flaughter, 
and burnt on the hand ; but the other was found 
guilty of murder : And though Colonel Wbaley 
that commanded the garrifon, came into the court 
and urged, that the man was killed only for difo* 
beying the proteftor's orders, and that the foldier 
was but doing his duty ; yet the judge regarded 
both his reafons and threatenings very little ; and 
therefore he hot only gave fentence againft him, 
but ordered the execution to be fo fuddenly done, 
that it might not be poffible to procure a reprieve, 
which he believed would have been obtained, if 
there had been time enough granted for it. 

Another occafion was given hini of ihewing 
both his juftice and courage, when he was in ano» j 
ther circuit ; he underftood that the prpteSor had I 
ordered a jury to be returned for a trial in which I 
he was more than ordinarily concerned : upon . 
this information, he examined the Sheriff about I 
it, who knew nothing of it, for he faid he referred 
all fuch things to the under-fheriff ; and having 
next aiked the under-iheriff concerning it, he 
found the jury had been returned by order from 
Cromwell, upon which he ihewed the ftatute, that 
all juries ought to be returned by- the flieriff, or 
his lawful ofpcer : And this not being done ao- | 
cording to )aw, he difmifled the iury> and would ] 
not try the caufe : Upon which the protestor was "{ 
highly difpleafed with him, and at his return from i 
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the circuity he told him in anger^ he was jiot fit 
to be a judge, to which all the anfwer he made 
was, that it was very trae. 

Another thing met him in the circuit, upon 
which he refolved to have proceeded feverely: 
Some Anabaptifts had ruflied into a church, and 
had difturbed a congregation, while they were re- 
ceiving the facramem, not without fome violence $ 
at this he was highly offended, for he iaid it wa^ 
intolerable for men, who pretended fo highly to 
liberty of confcience, to go and difturb others ; 
efpecially thofe who had the encouragement of 
the law on their fide : but thefe were now fupport- 
ed by fome great magiftrates and officers, that a 
ftop was put to his proceedings ; upon which he 
declared, he would meddle no more with trials on 
the crown-fide. 

When Penruddock's trial was brought on, 
there was a fpecial meffenger fent to him requir- 
ing^ him to aflift at it. It was in vacation time, 
and he was at his country-houfe at Alderly : he 
plainly refufed to go, and faid, the four terms^ 
and two circuits, were enough, and the little inter- 
i^al that was between, was little enough for their 
private affairs, and fo he excufed himfelf ; he 
thought it was not neceffary to fpeak more clearly, 
but if he bad been urged to it, he would not have 
been afraid of doing it. 

H& was at that time chofen a parliament-man, 
(for there being then no houfe of Lords, judges 
might have been chofen to fit In the houfe of com- 
nums) and he went to it, on defign to obftrud the 
mad and wicked projects then on foot^ by two 
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partieVp that had very diflFerem princq>Ies and 
endBm 

On the one hand, fooie that were periiaps mem 
finctre, yet were really bnen-fick, defigned they 
knew not wbat^ h«ng refolved ta pull down a 
ftaading mmiftry^ the law, and property of £ng« 
landy and all the ancient rales of this goyernment ) 
and fct op in its room an indigefted enthufiafticai 
fcheme, which they called the kingdom of Qhrift^ 
or of Us fiditts ^ many of them being really hi 
expedation, that one day or another Chrift would 
come down, and fit among them, and at leaft they 
. thought to begin the glorious thoufand years meii« 
tioned in the Revelation* 

Others at the fame time^ taking advantages froni 
ifae fears and apprehenfions, that all the fober men 
of the nation were in, left they fhould fell cndet 
the tyranny of a diftraded fort of people, who to 
all their other ill principles added great crueltyi 
which they bad copied from thoie at Munfter in j 
the former age, intended to improve that oppor* ' 
toiiity to raife their own fortunes' and families^ | 
Amfidft thefe, judge Hale fteered a middle conrfe} 
for as he would engage for neither fide, fo hft ' 
with a great many more Worthy men came tft j 
parliaments, more out of a defign to hinder m^ i 
chief, than to do much good ; wifely forefeein^ i 
that the inclinations for the royal family wert I 
daily ^r4>wing fo much, that in time the diforders 
tbeD^ m agitation, would ferment to that happy 
refbiution in which they determined in May 166(X 
And chearefore all that could then be done, was | 
fo oppofe the ill defigns of both parties, the ^t^' 
ihufiafts as well as the yfurpers. Among the 
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ether extravagant motions made in this parliament, 
one was, to deftroy all the records in the tow^, 
and to fettle the nation in a ne^ foundation ; fo 
be took this province to himfelf, to ihew the mad- 
nefs of this propofition, the injuftice of it, and the 
mifchiefs that would follow on it, and did it with 
&ch clearnefs, and ftrength of reafon, as not only 
fatisfied all fober perfons (for it may be fuppofed 
that was foon done) but ftopt even the mouths of 
the frantic people themfelves. 

Thus he continued adminiftering juftice till the 
proteftor died, but then he both refufed the 
mournings that Were fen^ to him and hisfervantsfor 
the funeral, and likewife to accept of the new 
commiffion that was offered him by Richard, and 
when the reft of the judges urged it upon him, 
and employed others to prefs him to accept of It, 
he rejeded all their importunities, and faid he 
could aft xto longer under fuch authority. 

He lived a private man till the parliament met, 
that called home the king, to which he was re- 
turned knight of the Ihire from the county of Glo-' 
cefter. It appeared at that time how much he 
was beloved and efteemed in his neighbourhood ;' 
for though another who ftood in competition with 
him, had fpent near a thoufand pounds to procure 
voices, a great fum to be employed that way in 
tbofe days, and he had been at no coft, and was 
fo far from foliciting it, that he had ftood out long 
againft thofe who prefled him to appear, and he 
4id not promife co appear till three days before 
theeleftion, yet Ke was preferred. He was brought 
thither almoft by violence, by the lord (now earl 
of) Berkeley, who bore all the charge of the en-f 
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tertaiftmeKti oft the diy of his ekdion, whk^tali 
coofiderable, and had enraged alt his fijendft a&A 
iftiereft for him : and tmereas by the writ^ Ar 
knight of a flnre muft be mites gladh dnHus^ and 
be had no fword, that noble lord girt hioi vntH 
hk cfwn fwoxd during the eleAion, but he was besL 
weary of it, for the embroidery of the belt did not 
fttit well with the plainnefs of bis clothes : afid 
indeed the ek£Hon did not hold long, £tnr as fo^ 
as ever he came into the freld, he was, cbofen by 
much the greater number, though the poll c<^ti^ 
nued for three or four days. 

In that parliament he bore his fliare, in the hap^ 
py period theli put to the confufions that threaten* 
^d the utter ruin of the nation, which contrary 
to the expedation of the mod fanguine, fettled in 
fo'ferene and quiet a manner, that thofe who haft 
formerly built k much on their fuccefs, calfifig ie 
an anfwer from heaven to their folemn appeals^^to 
the providence of (Jod, were now not a little con- 1 
founded, to fee all this turned againft tKemfelveiVi 
in an inftance much nKore extraordinary than any ' 
of thofe were, upon which they had built fo macb. | 
His great prudence and excellent temper led hiof . 
to think, that the fooner an aft of indemnity wero \ 
pafled, and the fuller it were of graces and iavours, 1 
it would fooner fettle the nation, and quiet the j 
Minds of the people ; and therefore he applied I 
himfelf with a particular care to the framing and I 
carrying it on : In which it was vJfible he had tkn 
Concern bf his own^ but merely hii love erf the 
public that fet him on to it. 

Socwi after this, when the courts in Weftminfter- 
hall came to be fettled, he was made lord chief I 
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tercm ; and when the •oao'l of Clar^nckm (theft 
lord chancellor) delivered hkn Us commiflion, in 
liie Ipeech he made according tx> the cuftom on 
filch occafioii8, he exprefled his efteem of him ia 
« very fingular manner, telling hkn among oth«r 
^diii3^g^ that if Ae kii^ could have found out aft 
tionefter and fitter man for that employment, he 
'^rould not have advanced him to it $ and that he 
ihad tfaerefoi^ preferred him, becaufe he knew 
mone that deferved it fo well. It is ordinary for 
perlbas i<r promoted to be knighted, but he de^- 
fired %o avoid having that honour done him, and 
therrforefor a coi^erable time declined all op*- 
|)ortoiutie8 of waiting <x^ the king, which the lord 
ctilftAcellor obferving, fent for him upon bufmeft 
one day, when the king was at his houfe, and told 
Ihs lo^efty there was his modeft chief baion^ upon 
which, he was unexpectedly knighted. 

He 'coatkiued eleven years in Aat place, ma^ 
ciagmg the court, and all proceedings in it with 
fingular juftiee. It was dbferved by the whole na^ 
lion, .how much heraifed the reputation and prac*^ 
lice fit it : And thofe who heM places aikl offices 
in it, can all declare, not cmly the impartiality of 
iiis juftice, k)T that is but a common v£rtue, but 
bis generofity, his vaft diligence, and his great ex^ 
afibids in tri^ This gave occa($on to fhe only 
complaint that eveKr was made of him, i^at he <fid 
net dtfpatch matters t}uick enough; but the great 
care he ufed, to pdt lmi>s to a finalend, as it made 
him flower in deciding them ; fo k bad thia good 
effefl:, that caufes tried before him, were feldom 
if ever tiied again. 

Nor did his adminiftration of juftice lie only in 
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thalt couit. He was one of the principal )«dge$ 
that lat m Cliffords-Inn, about fettling the differ- 
ence between landlord and tenant, after, the dread- 
ful fire of London. He being the firft that offer- 
ed his fervice to the city, for accommodating all 
the differences that might have arifen about the 
rebuilding it, in which he bdiaved himfelf to the 
fatisfa&ion of all perfons concerned i fo that the 
fudden and quiet buildmg of the city, which i$ 
juftly to be reckoned one of t^e wonders of the 
age, is in no fmall meafure due to the l^reat care, 
which he and Sir Orlando Bridgman, (then lori 
ichief juftice of the Common-Pleas afterwards lord 
keeper of the great feal of England) ufed, and to 
the judgment they (hewed in that affair } fince 
without the rules then laid down, there might 
have otherwife followed fuch an endleis train of 
vexatious fuits, as might havebeen little lefs charge* 
able than the fire itfelf had been. But without 
detrading from the labours of the other judges, 
it mufl; be acknowledged that he was the moftin* 
ftrumental in that great work ; for he firft by way 
of fcheme, contrived the rules upon which he and 
the reft proceeded afterwards ; in which hisreadi^: 
nefs at Arithmetic, and his (kill in Archite&ure 
were of great ufe to him. 

But it will not feem ftrange that a judge ber. 
haved himfelf as he did, who at the entry into his 
employment, fet fuch excellent rules to himfelf, 
which will appear in the following paper cojHed 
from the original under his own hand. 

Things neceffary to be continually had in remem* 
brance. 
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I. That in the adminiftration of juftice, I am in- 
truded for God, the king and country j and 
therefore, 

II. That it be done, 1. Uprightly, 2. Deliberate- 
ly, 3. Refolutely. 

Hi. That I reft not lipdn iliy own underftanding 

or ftrength, but implore and reft upon the di- 

reftion and flirength of God. 
ly. That in the execution of juftice, I carefully 

lay aftde my own paffioiis, and not give way to 

them, however provoked. 
Vi That I be whoUy intent upon the bufinefs I am 
^ about, remitting all other cares and thoughts, 
* as unfeafonable and interruptions. 

VI. That I fuffer not myfelf to be prepoffefled 
with any judgment at all, till the whole bufi- 
nefs and l>oth parties be heard. 

VII. That I never engage myfelf in the beginning 
of any caufe, but referv-e myfelf unprejudiced 
till the. whole be heard. 

Vni. That in bufinefs capital, though my nature 
prompt me to pity ; yet to confider, that there 
is alfo a pity due to the country. 

IX. That I be not too rigid in matters purely 
ctmfcientious, where all the harm is diverfity 
of judgment. 

X. That I be not biaffed with compaflion to the 
poor, or favour to the rich, in point of juftice. 

XL Tlwkt popular, or court applaufe, or diftafte, 

have no influence into any thing I do in point 

of diftribution of juftice. 
XII. Not to be folicitous what men will fay or 

think, fo long as I keep myfelf exaftly accgrd* 

ing to the rule of juftice. 
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XtiL If ia criininals it beat meafuring (aft, toio^ 
cliae to mercy and acquittal. 

XIV. In criminals that confift merely in words, 
when no more harm enrues, naoderation is 09 
injuftice. 

XV. In criminals of blood, if the fad be evidefll^ 
feverity.is juftice.- 

Xyi. To abhor all private folicitatioiis, ol what 
kind foever, and by w^m foever in matters 
depending. 
XVn. To charge my (^ants, I. Not to interpofe 
in any bafinefs whatfoever. 1L Not to tafee 
more than their known fees. S. Not to give 
any undue precedence to caufes. 4. Not. to 
recommend connfel. 
XVIIL To be fhort and fparing at meak, that I 
may be the fitter for bi^nefe. 
He would never receive private addrefies oTj 
recomm»dations from the greateft peribns in any 
matter in which juftice was coAcerked. Oht oi\ 
the firft peers of England went once to his chattibo^ 
and toM him, that having a fuk in law to be tried^ 
before him, he was then to acquaint him witii it,| 
that he might the better underftaud it, iwhexki 
ftould come to be heard in comrt* Upoa wUchl 
the Lord Chief Baron interrupted him^ and faid h^ 
did not deal fairly to come to bis chamber aboi^ 
filch affairs^ for he never received any informadoi^ 
of caufes but in open court, where both pardei 
were to be heard alike, ib he vp(mM not &sSer 
him to go on : Whereupon his gr^be (for he was 
a duke) went away not a littk dtflati^ed, . aou^ 
complained of it to the kmg, as a rudenefe iSiat 
was not to be endured. 
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B«t ISs majefty bid ima conti^nt himfelf that he 
was no worfe ufed, and faid, he verily believed he 
would have ixfed himfelf no better, if he had gone 
to foUcite hioi in any of his own caufes. 

Another pai&ge fell out in one of his circuits^ 
which was fome what cenfured as an affie£lation of 
an unreafonable ftriftnefs, but it flowed from his 
exafknefs to the rules he had fet himfelf : a gentle- 
man had fent him a buck for his table^ that had a 
trial at the affizes ; fo when he heard his name, be 
a&ed if he vris not the &me perfon that had fent 
bim venifon, and finding he was the lame, he told 
him, he could not fuflfer the trial to go on, till he 
had paid him for bis buck ; to which the gentlet 
man anfwered, that he never fold his venifon, and 
that he had done nothing to him, which he did 
not to every judge that had gone that circuit, 
which was confirmed by fcveral gentlemen then 
prefent : but all would not do, for the Lord Chief 
Baron had" learned from Solomon, that a gift 
perverteth the ways of judgment, and therefore 
lie would not fuffer the trial to go on, till he had 
paid for the prefent ; upon which the gentleman 
lorithdrew the record ; and at Salifbury the Deah 
and Chapter having according to the cuftom pre- 
iented him with fix fugar loaves in his circuit, he 
made his fervants pay for the fugar before he 
would try their caufe. 

It was not fo eafy for him to throw off the im- 
^rtunities of the poor, for whom his compaffion 
wrought more powerfully than his regard to 
wealth and greatnefs, yet when juftice was con« 
eemed, even that did not turn him out of the 
Wiay. There was one that had been put out of a 

D 2 



4i LIFE AND DEATH OF 

place for fomc ill behaviour, who ur^d the Lord 
Chief Baron to fet his hand to a certificate to re- 
ftore him to it, or provide him with another : but 
he told him plainly his fault was fuch he could 
not do it ; the other preffed him vehemently and 
fell down on his knees, and begged it of him with 
many tears ; but finding that could not prevail, 
he faid he ihould be utterly ruined if he did not ; 
and he (hould curie him for it every day. But 
that having no efFeft, then he fell out into all the 
reproachful words, that paffion and defpair could 
infpire him with, to which all the anfwer the Lord 
Chief Baron made, was, that he could very well 
bear all his reproaches, but he could not for all 
that fet his hand to his certificate. He faw Im 
was poor, fo he gave him a charity and feat him 
away. 

But now he was to go on after his pattern, 
Pomponius Atticus, ftill to favour and relieve 
them that were loweft ; fo befides great charities 
to the nonconformifts, who were then as he 
thoughttoo hardly ufed, hetook great care to cover 
them all he could, from the feverities fome 
defigned againft them, and difcouraged thofe who 
were inclined to ftretch the laws too much agsunft 
them : He lamented the differences that were 
raifed in this church very much, and according to 
the impartiality of his juflice, he blamed fome 
things on both fides, which I fhall fet down with 
the fame freedom that he fpake them. He thought 
many of the nonconformifts, had merited highly 
in the bufinefs of the King's reftoration, and at 
leaft deferved that the terms of conformity fhould 
not have been made ftrider, than they were before 
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the war. There was not then that dreadful pro-. 
fpedt of popery, that has appeared fmce : Bui 
that which afflided him moft^ was, that he faw 
the heats and contentions which followed upon 
thofe different parties and interefls, did take peo- 
ple off from the indifpenfible things of religion^ 
and flackened the zeal of other ways good nlea 
for the fubftance of it, fo much being fpent about 
external and indifferent things. It alfo gave 
advantages to atheifls, to treat the moil facred 
points of our holy faith as ridiculous^ when they 
few the profeffors of it contend, fo fiercely, and 
with inch bitternefs^ about leffer matters: H^ 
was much offended at all thofe books that were 
written, to expofe the contrary fed to the fcor» 
and contempt of the age in a wanton and petulant 
ftile } he thought fuch writers wounded the 
Chriftian religion, through the fides of thofe who. 
differed from them ; while a fort of lewd peo- 
ple, who having affumed to themfelves the title 
of the wits (though but a very few of them have 
a right to it) took up from both hands, what they 
bad faid, to make one another £bew ridiculous^i 
and from thence perfuaded the world to laugh a^ 
both, and at all religion for their fakes. And 
therefore he often wiftied there might be, fome, 
law, to make all fcurrility in difputes about re« 
Uglon punifhable. But as he lamented the pro-^ 
qeedings too rigoroufly agakid the nonconformifts;, 
fo he declared himfelf always of the fide of thel 
church of England, and f^d thofe of the feparationi 
were good men^ but they had parrow foals, wbo' 
would break the peace of the church, about fuchi 
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inconliderable matters, as the points in difference 
were. 

He fcarce ever meddled in ftate intrigues, yet 
upon a propofition that was fet on foot by the 
Lord Keeper Bridgeman, for a comprehenfion of 
the more moderate difienters, and a limited in* 
dulgence towards fuch as could not be brought 
within the comprehenfion, he difpenfed with his 
maxim, of *' avoiding to engage in matters of 
ftate." There were feveral meetings upon that 
occafion. The Divine of the church of England 
that appeared moft confiderably for it, wasDoftor 
Wilkins, afterwards promoted to the bifliopric 
of Chefter, a man of as great a mind, as true a 
judgment, as eminent virtues, and of as good a 
foul, as any I ever knew. He being determined 
as well by his excellent temper, as by his forefight 
and prudence, by which he early perceived the 
great prejudices that religion received, and the 
vaft dangers the reformation was like to fall under 
by thofe divifions ; fet about that projeft with the 
magnanimity that was indeed peculiar to himfelf ; 
for though he was much cenfured by many of his^ 
own fide, and feconded by very few, yet he pufli- 
ed it as far as he could. After feveral confer- 
ences with two of the moft eminent of the prelby- 
terian divines, heads were agreed on, fome abate- 
ments were to be made, and explanations were to 
be accepted of. The particulars of that projeft 
being thus concerted, they -were brought to the 
Lord Chief Baron, who put them in form of a 
bill, to be prefented to the next feiiions of par- 
liament. 

But two parties appeared vigoroufly againft 
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this defign, the one was of feme zealous clergy, 
men, who thought it below the dignity of the 
charch to alter laws, and change fettlements for 
the fake of fome whom they efteemed fchifmadcs : 
they alfo believed, it was better to keep them out 
of the church, than bring them into it, fince a 
faftion upon that would arife in the church, 
which they thought might be more dangerous 
than the fchifm itfelf was. Befides they faid, if 
ibme things were now to be changed in compli* 
ance with the humour of a party, as foon as that 
was done, another party might demand other con- 
ceffions, and there might be as good reafons in- 
vented for thefe, as for thofe. Many fuch con- 
ceilions might alfo (hake thofe of our own com- 
munion, and tempt them to forfake us, and go 
over to the church of Rome, pretending that we 
changed fo often, that they were thereby inclined 
to be of a church that was conftant and true to 
herfelf. Thefe were the reafons brought, and 
chiefly infifted on againd all comprehenfion ; and 
they wrought upon the greater part of the houfe 
of commons, fo that they pafled a vote againft the 
receiving of any bill for that effeft. 

There were others that oppofed it upon very 
different ends : they defigned to (belter the papifts 
from the execution of the law, and faw clearly 
that nothing could bring in popery fo well as a 
toleration. But to tolerate popery bare»faced, 
would have ftartled th^ nation too much ; fo it 
was neceffary to hinder all the propofitions for 
union, fmce the keeping up the differences was 
»the beft colour they could find, for getting the 
toleration to pafs pnly as a ilackening the laws 
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ag^ft diflenters, whofe numbers and wealth m; 
it advifeable to have fome regard to them ; % 
under this pret^ice popery might have crept I 
more covered, and lefs regarded: to thefe coi 
cils bdng more acceptable lo ibme con< 
papifts then in great power, as has fince appear< 
but too evidently, the whole projeft for compret! 
henficm was let fall, and thofe who had fet it on 
foot, came to be looked on with an ill eye, as fe* 
cret favourers of the diffenters, underminers of 
the church, and every thii^ elfe that jealoafy an^ 
diftafte could caft on them. 

But upon this occaiion the Lord Chief Baron^'* 
and Dr. Wilkins, came to contra^ a firm and fa-| 
nultar friendflup ; and the Lord Chief Baron hav^j 
ittg much bufmefs, and little time to fpare, dk^ 
to enjoy the other the more, what he had fcaro 
ever done before, he went fometimes to dine wi 
him. And though . he lived in great friend 
with fome other eminent clergymen. Dr. War ^ 
Bifhop of Salisbury ;. Dr. Barlow, Bifhop of IM% 
coin ; Dr. Barrow, late Maftar of Trinity Col- 
lege ; Dr. Tillotfon, Dean of Canterbury ; an4 
Dr. Stillingfleet, Dean of St. Paul's, (menfo we^ 
known, and fo much efteemed, that as it was no 
wcmder the Lord Chief Baron valued their con-, 
veriation highly, fo thofe of them that are yel^ 
alive will think it no leflfening of the chara^r 
they are fo defervedly in, that they are reckoned 
among Judge Hale's friends) yet there was an in^ 
ttmaey and freedom in his converfe with Bifhop^ 
Wilkms that was fingular to him alone : he hai 
during the late wars, lived in a long and entire 
tneadMp with the apoftolical primate of Irekuid 
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lOp Ufher : their curious fearches into anti- 
ty, and the fympathy of both their tempers led 
m to a great agreement almoft in every thing. 

le held alfo great conveirfation with Mr. Baxter, 

' o was his neighbour at Adon, on whom he 
»ked as a perfon of great devotion and piety, 

d of a very fubtle and quick apprehenfion : 
Bieir converfation lay mod in metaphyfical and 
ibftraded ideas and fchemes. 

He looked with great forrow on the impiety 
and atheifm'of the age, and fo he fet himfelf to 
oppofe it, not only by the ihining example of his 
own life, but by engaging in a caufe, that indeed 
could hardly fall into better hands : and as he 
could not find a fubjeft more worthy of himfelf, 
fo there were few in the age that underftood it fo 
well, and could manage it more IkilfuUy. The 
occafion that firft led him to write about it, was 
this. He was a ftrifl: obferver of the Lord's day, 
in which, belides his conftancy in the public wor- 
fhip of God, he ufed to call all his family toge- 
ther, and repeat to them the heads of the fermons, 
with fome additions of his own, which fitted for 
their capacities, and circuniftances, and that being 
done, he had a cuftom of Ihutting himfelf up for 
two or three hours, which he either fpent in his 
fecret devotions, or on fuch profitable medita- 
tions as did then occur to his thoughts : he wrote 
them with the fame fimplicity that he formed 
them in his mind, without any art, or fo much as 
a thought to let them be publifhed: he never 
correfted them, but laid them by, when he had 
finifhed them, having intended only to fix and 
preferve his own refleftions in them j fo that he 
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ufed no care to polifli di^m, or make the &ft 
draught mor^ perttfSt than when they felt froni i& 
pen : tbefe fell into the hands of a worthy perfoo^ 
and he judging, as well he might ; that the com* 
municating them to the worlds might be a public 
fervice, {printed two vdumes of them in o^yo a 
little before the author^s death, containing hie 

CONTEMPLATIONS. 

I. of our latter end. 

H. Of wifdom and the fear of God* 

III. Of the knowledge of Chrift crucified* 

IV. The viftory trf with over the world. 

V. Of hiimiUty. 

VI. Jacob's vow. 
VIL Of contentatiom 
VIU. Ofaffliaions. 

IX. A good method to entertain imftable ^^d 
troublefome times. 1 

X. Changes and troubles, a Poem« ' 
XL Of the redemption of time* 

Xn. The great audit. ' 

XIII. DireOions touching keeping the Lord^a 
day, in a letter to his children. \ 

XIV. Poems written upon Chriftmafs-^y» 

h ihefecond VQlutne^ 

L An enquiry touching happinefs. { 

II. Of the chief end of man. i 
m. Upon 12 Eclef. 1 Remember tby Creator^ 

&c. 
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JV. Vp&a tfce 51 P&l. V. 10. CveULi a cittn heatt 

in me, with a Poem« 
V. The folly and mifchtef of fin. 
VL Of felf-deniaU 
VIL Motives to watchfulftefs, in reference to the 

good and evil angels. 
Vin. Of moderation of the affedions, 

IX. Of worldly hope and expeftation. 

X. Upon 13. Heb. 14. We Jiave here no conti- 
nuing city. 

XI. . Of coQtentednefs atid patience* 

XIL Of moderatioa of anger. 

XliL A prepiarative againit afHidions. 

XIV. Of fulnn^ony prayer, and thankfgiving. 

XV. Of prayer apd thankfgiving on Pfal. 1 16. 1% 

XVI. Meditations on the Lord's prayer, with a 
par^phrafe i2{Kni it. 

in theni. there appears a generous and true 
%trit of religion^ mixed with moft ferious iand 
ferve&t <levotion, and perhaps with the more ad- 
vantage, that the ftile wants fome correftic^ 
which ihews they were the genuine produdions 
of an exceUe»t mind, entertaining itfelf in fecret 
with fnch coatemplations. The ftile is clear and 
mafculine^ in a due temyper between fiatiiefe and 
affe&ation,, . in which he exprefles his thoughts 
both ealily and decently: in writing thefe dtf- 
courfes, having run over moft of the fubjcds that 
his own circumftances kd him chiefly to conilder, 
he began to be in fooae pain to chufe new aargu^ 
meats ; aaad therefore refolded to fix on a theme 
that ftiould hold him longer. 

He was foon determined in his chdce, by the 
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imiiioral and irreligious principles, and pra&ices, 
that had fo long vexed his righteous foul ; and 
therefore began a great defign againfl atheifm, 
the firft part of which is only printed, of the ori- 
gination of mankind, defigned to prove the crea- 
tion of the world, and the truth of the Mofaical 
hiftory. • 

The fecond part was of the nature of the foul, 
and of a future ftate. 

The third part was concerning the attributes 
of God, both from the abftraded ideas of him, 
and of nature ; the evidence of providence, the 
notions of morality, and the voice of confcience. 

And the fourth part was concemmg the truth 
and authority of the fcriptures, with anfwers to 
the objedions againft them : on writing thefe he 
fpent feven years. He wrote them with fo much 
confideration, that one who perufed the original 
under his own hand, which was the firft draught 
of it, told me, he did not remember of any conii- ! 
derable alt^ation, perhaps not of twenty words in 
the whok work. 

The way of his writing them, only on the even- 
ings of the Lord's day, when he was in town, 
and not much oftener when he was in the country, 
made, that they are not fo contraded, as it is very 
likely he would have wrote them, if he had beai 
more at leifure to have brought his thoughts into 
a narrower compafs, and fewer words. i 

But making fome allowance for the largenefs 
of the ftile, that volume that is printed, is gene- 
rally acknowledged to be one of the moft peifefi 
pieces both of learning and reafoning that has » 
been written on that fubjed : and he who read a | 
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]great part of the other volumes told me they were 
aU of a piece with the firft. 

When he had fini&ied this^ work, he feht it by 
an unknown hand to Bifhop Wilkins, to defire 
His judgment of it ; but ,he that brought it, would 
give no other account of the author, but " that 
he was not a clergyman/' The Bifhop, and his 
worthy friend Ik. Tillotfon, read a great deal of 
it with much plea&re, but could not imagine who 
could be the author, and how a main that was 
mafter of fo much reafon, and fo great a variety 
of knowledge, ihould be fo unknown to them» 
that they could not find him out, by thofe charac-^ 
ters, which are fo httle common. At l^il Dr. 
TUtotfon gueffed it muft be the Lord Chief Baron^ 
to which the other prefently agreed, wondering 
he had been fo long in finding it out. So they 
went immediately to him, and the Bilhop thanking 
him for the entertainment he had received from 
Ids works^ he Uulhed extrandy, not without 
ibme difpleafiire, apprehending that the perfon 
he had tnifl^d^had dkcovered him. But the B|i« 
flkop foon deared that, and told him, ^^ he had 
d^ov^ed himfelf, for the learning of that book 
was fo varioiis, that none but he could be the au* 
thor of it." And that BHhbp having a freedom 
in delivering his opimon of things and perfons, 
which perhaps few ever managed both with fo 
much plamhefsand prudence, tokl him, ^' There 
was nothing couidr be better Caid on thefe argu- 
ments, if he could bring it into a lefs cbmpafs, but 
if he had not l^ifure for that, he thought it much 
better to have it come out, though a little too 
large, than that the world fliould be deprived of 
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the good vhich it muft needs do.^^ lBt$t ew 
Judge, had never the opportunides of revifing ]t» 
fo a little before hit death^i^iiaiit tiie^firft pad a£ 
it to the prefs. 

In the beginning of it, he gives an effiiy c^lw 
excettent way of methodizing things^ in which he 
was fo great a mafter, that whatever he iinderto<At 
he would prefently caft into fo perfioA a fipheme^ 
the he could never afterwards canreft it:: ^ runs 
out copioufly upon the argument of the inqiofiU 
bihty of an eternal lucceffion of nme, to fliesr that 
time and eternity are inoonfiftent one widi anok 
ther; and that therefore stt dttiniioo that was 
paft, and defined by time, could not be from etei^v 
nity, and be fliews the difference between fuccet 
five eternity, already pafl, and one tck come ; fb 
that though the htMr is poffible, the farmer is. not 
fo ; for all the parts, ef the fomner bane aftuaHy 
been, and therefore being defined by tkne^ cannot 
be et^nal ; whereas the other are ftill fbtnre to 
all eternity, fo that this reafoping cannot be Mm^ 
ed to prove the poffibttity of etcmat ibsceffions^ 
that have been, as well as eternal facceffiims tint 
fliall be. This be followed with a. ftrettgtb^ Inn* 
va* met with in any that managed it heSaie<hinSi» 

He brings nent fdlthofemomlargumesita, te 
prove that the world bad a b^innii^; agreeing 
to the account Hofes gives of it, as tbat sq hifl^my 
rifes higher, than n^av the tjnue of the ^■chiSt'; 
and that the firft foundation of Idngdoms^ At 
Invention of arts, the bt^^iimiiigs of sdl nel^nnS) 
the gradual plantation of she wosrU, and iscncaii 
of mankind, and the confem ofnatkasK do agt«t 
with it. Isi managii^ thefe, as Jbe iwns pvolb^nd 
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Ml both iti yftorieal^ and {ihilofophical Icsrmng^ 
lb he gives a noSde (fifcov^ry of has great candor 
Md probitf, that he troold not tmpofe on the 
trader with a falfe fiiew of ri^afofiing by argUk^ 
*etit$5 tb^t he kMw had flaws in them ; suiil 
4kftdS&r^ upo£i et€ary one of tbefe^ he adds facb 
4lltfjr«, aft k a gyeat iheafufe l^iTened and look off 
^t^ek* force, with ai^ much exalftnefs of judgment^ 
ai^ ftridnefs of cenfure^ as if he bad been fet to 
^^^ for the other fide ; and indeed fums up the 
mubtt ^Idence for religion, as impanially as evet 
be did an a trial for life or death to the Jury^. 
wkidi how equally and judiciOufiy he always did, 
ffte whole nation wdl knowa^ 

After ihat, ^ eitamines the aoicient opkiona of 
-the pVRisfbphtr^i and enlarges with a great iratiety 
^f ^yioui reflections in anfwerilig tJ^tonly argu. 
finent, that has any apfiearaiice of ftr^^h for the 
eafoal i^rodut^Uon of masi^ from the origination c^ 
hifeds ^ut of {mtrifkd ifMtte^ as is commonly 
fappofed, and he concluded the bodt, ihewing 
bow rational and phllofophical the account which 
Itfdfea gites of k te. There is in it all a fagacity 
and qnicknefe of tfao«rghi, mix^d with great akid 
tutious learning, that I confels I never nvet tog^ 
iber in any other book on that fubjed : among 
other conje^liires^ one be gives concerning the 
deluge, is, "^^ that he did not think tbe face of thie 
earth and the waters, were altogether the fs^ne be- 
fore the univer&l deluge, and after s but po^bly 
the lace of the ei»fth was more even than now it 
is!s th^ feas pol&bly more dilated and extended, 
and not fo deep a& now:'' and a little after, 
^ podibly (he ftsAfi barve und^iaalftdd much of the 

£2 
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appearing continent of earth/' This I the rather 
take notice of, becaufe it hath be^i fince his 
death, made out in a moft ingenuous, and ndoft 
elegantly wrote book, by Mr. Burnet of Chrift's 
•college in Cambridge, who has given fach an ef- 
£iy towards the proving the poifibility of an uni- 
verfal deluge, and from thence, has coUe&ed with 
great fagacity what paradife was before it, as has 
Jiot been offered by any philofopher before him. 

While the Judge was thus employing his time, 
the Lord Chief Juftice Keyling dying, he was on 
the 18th of May, 1671, promoted to be^ Lord 
Chief Juftice of England. He bad made the 
pleas of the crown one of his chief ftudies, and by 
much fearch, and long obfervation, had compofed 
that great work concerning them, formerly men- 
.tioned : he that holds the high office of Jufticiary 
in that court, being the chief truftee, and aflertCHT 
of the liberties of his country ; alt people applaud- 
ed this choice, and thought their liberties could 
not be better depofited than ui the hands of one, 
,tbat as he underftood them well, fo he had all the 
Juftice and courage, that fo facred a truft reqi^ired. 
.One thing was much obferved and commended 
in him, that when there was a great inequality in 
the ability and learning of the counfellors that 
were to plead one againft another : he thought it 
became him, as the Judge, to fupply that ^ fo he 
wbuld enforce what the weaker managed but in- 
differently, and not fufferthe more learned to 
carry the bufmefs by the advantage they had over 
the others in their quicknefs and (kill in law, and 
readinefs in pleading, till all things were cl^u-ed 
in which the merits and ftrengtbpf thejU defend* 



^d eaufe laj. He leas not (kcisfied bfttely to give 
Im judg^^nt in caufes, but did efpecially in all 
ifi^eaie <^i^, give fuch to aecoulit of the reafons 
thut prievdled ^th him, tb^t the connfei did Hot 
tmij a<:quiefce Ift his tiuthofitj^ but were fo coifi- 
tiiiced by his reftfoftsj that I hare heard niany 
prcfte&f that h6^ brought therti often to change 
their df)ifiidns ; fo that his giving of^ judgtrt^r 
Wad really a learned leftur^ upoft that point oi 
bw t and x^rhich vrai yet more^ the parties therft- 
Mves^ thotigh inter^ft dbei too commonly corrup* 
tfe^ judgttftot, >*«e generiaiiy fatiifi^d ^^h the 
j^iftke ^ his decifidnS) eveft when they v^ett made 
aigaind fbeni. ISt it^pMthl jaftice, a^d great di<. 
%ence, drew the chief prddic^ after him, int6^ 
wbatfoi^ver court he catne: Mae, though thei 
Courts of the c6d^^on*pk&s^ the eisehequer, and 
th^ l^g'^benc^, iiste appointed for the tda! t^ 
ttkufe^ 6l diflPerent iMiire^, yet k k eafy Yo bring 
moft caufes int<:)i any of thetn^ &s the eounfel or 
attomied pleafe ; lb is^ he had draivn fhe bufinefs 
MiKh after hitn, both intd the cbntfnon p!ea6, andt 
t^ eitchequer^ it now followed hkn into the 
king'is bench, and many caufes that were depend^ 
kig in the exchequer and not deterrnkted, Were 
let £dl there, and brought again befoM him ii^ 
the court to Which he was now r^tftoved. And 
here did he ipend the reft of his public life aiid 
employment : but about fear years Mid a half a& 
ter thfi^ advancement^ he Who had hitherto enjoy- 
ed a firm and vigorous health, to whi(fh Iris gr^at 
temperance ahd the equality ef his mkkl, did not 
21 Kttle conduce, was on a fudden brought very 
km by an biflafnttation in bk midi^^ which ia 
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two days time broke the conftitution of bis health 
to fuch a degree, that he never recovered it : be 
became fo ^hmatical, that with great difficulty 
he could fcarce fetch his breath, that deteraiined 
in a dropfy, of which he afterwards died. He 
und«:rflood phytic fo well, that coniidering his 
age, he concluded his diftemper muft carry him 
off in a little time, and therefore he refolved to 
have fome of the laft months of his life referved 
to himfelf, that being freed of all worldly cares, 
he might be preparing for bis change : be was alio 
£o much difabled in his body, that he could hard- 
ly, though fupported by his feryants, walk through 
Weftminfter-Hall, or endure the toil of bufin^fe j 
he bad been a long time wearied with the diftrac- 
tions that his employment had brought on him, 
and bis profeiTion was become ungrateful to him ; 
he loved to apply himfelf wholly to better purpo^ 
fes^ as will appear by a papar that he wrote on 
this fubjeft, which I (hall here infert. 

Fir/i, " If I confider the bufmefs of my profef- 
i^on, whether as an Advocate, or as a Judge, it is 
true I do acknowledge by the inllitution of Al- 
mighty God, and the difpenfation of his provi- 
dence, I am bound to induftry and fidelity in it : 
and as it is an aft of obedience unto, his .will, it 
carries with it fome things of religious duty, and 
I may, and do take comfort in it, and exped: a re- 
ward of my obedience to himj, a:nd the good i do 
tp mankind therein, from the bounty and baiefi.- 
cence and promife of Almighty God ; and it is 
true alfo that without fuch employments, civil fo- 
cieties cannot be fupported, and great good re- 
doun^s to mankind from them } aqd i^ thefe 
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refpeds tKe confcience of my own induftiy, fide- 
Kty and integrity in them, is a great comfort and 
&Usfa£Hon to me. But yet this I muft fay con* 
ceming thefe employments, confidered fimply in 
themfeiyes, that they are very full of caries, aasi- 
eties and peiturbations/' 

- Secondly y *' That though they are beneficial to 
others, yet they are of the lead benefit to hkn that 
IS employed in them/' 

* Thirdly^ " That they do neceflarily involve the 
party, whofe office it is, in great dangers, difficult 
ties, and calumnies/* - /. 

i Fourthly^ '* That they only ferve for the meri- 
dian of this life, which is fliort and uncertain/* \ 

Fifthly y^' That though it be my duty, faithfully. 
to ferve in them, while I am called to them, and 
ulllam duly called from them; yet they are» 
great confumers of that little time we have here, 
which as it feems to nx^, might be bettter fpent in: 
a pious contemplative life, and a due provision for 
eternity : I do not know a better temporal em- 
ployment than Martha had, in teftifying her love 
and duty to our Saviour, by making provifion 
for him ; yet our Lord tells her. That though Jbe 
nvas troubled about many things^ there was only one 
fhing necejfary^ and Mary had ebofen the better 
fart:' 

By this the reader will fee that he continued 
in his ftation upon no other confideration, but 
that b^ing fet in it by the providence of God, he 
judged he could not abandon thiat poft which 
V^as affigned him, without preferring his own pri- 
vate inqlination to the choice God had made for 
him J but now that fame providence having by this 
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gr^t difteulper difengaged him from die ob^a^ . 
lion of holding a ptace, which he was no lo&gef .^ 
abb to difcbaurge) he refolved to rcfign it: tbb^ 
was ito fooner furanfed abroad^ than it drew upoB>^ 
bin the importuiiicies of all |^ ftieftdft a&d the 
clamour of the whole tp^m to divert him from kf 
bat all was io no parpofe ; there Was but one ar- 
gnment that coM move him, which was ^ that 
he was obliged to ccmtinue in the employmem^ i 
God had pot him in for the good of the pubfic ;'' 
but to this he bad fach an a&iwer, that even thcrfe 
who were mod concerned in his withcb^tlriiigy i 
Muld not bat fee, that the reafons inducing htm 
to it, were but too ftrong ; fo be made applka* i 
tions u> his Majefty for fab Writ of Eafe, whidi 
the king was very unwilling to grant him, and 
offered to let him hold his place ftiii, be doing 
what bufineft he could in faffi chatnber ; but be 
find, ** be could not with a good ccmlcienee con^ 
tinue in it, ftnce he was no longer able to di£^ 
cfaarge the duty belonging to it/' 

But yet fuch was the general fois&^on wfakb 
all the kingdom recmed by his e^ccellent adinl« 
niftration of juftice, that the king, though he could 
not well deny his requeft, yet he (kf^rred the 
granting of it as long as was poffible : nor could 
the Lord Chancellor be prevailed with to move, 
the king to haften his difcbarge, though the Chief 
Joftice often prefied him to it. 

At laft having wearied bimfelf, s^id all hifr 
friends, with his importunate defires, and growing 
fenfibly weaker in body, he did upon the 21 ft, 
day of February, 28. Car. 2. Anno Dom. 1675.^ 
go before a mafter of the Chaftcery, with a littfa^ 



tm MATTHEW HALE* 59 

|)archment deed, drawn by himfelf, and Written 
all with his own hand, and there fealed and deli^ 
Tered it, 2nd acknowledged it to be enrolled, , and 
afterwards he brought the original deed to the 
Lord Chancellor, and did formally furrender his 
office in thefe words. . 

• Omnibus Cbrijiijidelibus ad quos prafins Scrips 
fura perveneritj Matheus Hale, miles Capitalis 
Jti/iitiarlus Domini Regis ad placita coram ipfo Hega 
tenenda ajff^atus Salutem in Domino Sempitemam^ 
No^eritis me prafaium Matheum Hzh^mHitemjam 
fsnem faHum et Variis Ct^poris mei Senilis morkis 
et infirmiiaiihus dire Laborantem et adbuc Detent 
turn* Hac. Chartatnea rejtgnare etfurfum redd^r^ 
SereniJ/tmo Domino Nofiro Carolo Secundo Dei Gror 
iia Anglfa Scotia Ffancia ef Hibernia^ R^gi^ fidei 
Defenforiy &c. Predidum Officium Capitalis Juf^ 
ticiarii ad placita coram ipfo Rege tenenda^ humiU 
lime petens quod hoc Scriptum irrofaletur de Recor* 
da* In eujus rei Tejiimonium huic charta med^ 
Refigndtionis Sigillum meum appojui^ Dot. vicejimo 
prime Die Februarii Anno Regni did. Dom. Regis 
nuncViceJimo Odavo* 

He made this inftrument as he told the Lord 
Chancellor for two ends, the one was to (hew 
the world his own free concurrence to his re- 
moval : another was to obviate a^ obje&ion heres- 
tofore made ^^ that a Chief Juftice being placed 
by writ, was not remoyeable at pleafure, as Judges 
by patent were ;*' which opinion, as hit faid, was 
.once held by his predeceffor.the Lord Chief Jut 
tice K^ling, and though he hiopfQlf was alwayp 
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^Modier apkiioii^ yet he thought k ieddnakik, 
to preit^At Aich a. feraplew '^^ 

He had the day before forrendered to the kiii^J 
ki perfoiH who parted, from him tnth great graee^ 
trifiiifig hfan tn<^ heaitily the retorti of hi&heahh^i 
and auuring him that he would ftill look apoBr^ 
him as one of his judges, and have recourfe to his 
ftdwre wheR his health would permit^ s&d in the , 
meati tHbe would contiime his peufioa during hi^j 
Jiie* 

< The food tftun thought this botmty. too grei^l 
nd m ni precedent fot tlie fcing) add there^cM^ 
Wfit a letter to the lord treaforer, eamdUy de&w; 
ing ttiat hfe peiifiim might be only duite ple^j 
fore, but the knig would gratnt k fbt lite, and^ 
mike it {>ayabie <}u»terly. 

And yet for a whole month togtidM*, he would 
not fuifer his fervant to foe out his patent for hit 
penfion, and when the Hrk payment was received^ 
he ordered a great peuht of it lo charitri>le uten 
tnd faid» he intended moft of it fliould be lb ea^i 
pioved as long as it Was paid him. ' 

At kft: he happened to die tcpon i^e MUBta|| 
day, which was^Chriftmas day, Md though %}d 
might have given fome occafion to a difpute whi» 
ther the penfion for thiit quarter were recoyeraUe; 
yet the king was pkafed to dedde that matter aki 
^nft himfelf, ahd ordered the pehfion ^ be pai4 1 
to his executors. \ 

As foon as he was difcharged from his great; 
place, he returned home with as much chearfu^l 
Hefs, as his want of health could udmit dF^ ^^'^i 
now eafed of a burthen he had been <^ kte grotH^ 
iftg under, suid fo made morecapfldbte dtiojpfuf 
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tfaat wfaieh h« had much wiAed for, a ccofdkig to 
Ins elegMit tranflation of, or raih^r panqdm^ 
uponthofe excellent lines in Senecaii's Thyeftes. 

^a. 2. 

Stet quicunque volet potenty 
.Aud^t culmine MmfIc^ : 
Me dutch Saturef qt^s^ 
Obfcurq pofitus locHj 
Lent ferfimar efh : 
Jtfullis nota Quiritikm^ 
jE/as per tqcitum fluat. 
^ic cumTranfterint mei^ 
Ntdh etm ^repiiu dki^ 
Plebehis mortar Senex, 
Jilt mors gravis inetiiia^ ' ^ •/ 

- jQui nahts fiimh omnH^ttfy 
j^noius mpriturjibu 

f:.ee Imn'tfiat viU afeend Ihe totting £$at 
sOf our grandeur^and become as greai^ 

As ue tm moun&ig Txrifiies : aefOTBie, 
X^eC fweet repofe and^feft my poiticMPiibe ^ 

f^yfe me fome mean ebicurefFeeafe, a i^eare 
Out of ^ road of btifihefe, ^>F^tbe fear 

Of felKng lower; where I Ametly may 
WSjfeM and dear retiremfflt ftill enjoy i 

Let not my Kfe or name be known ihic» 
The grandees of the time toft to smd fro^ 
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By cenfiires or applaufe ; but let xQy age 
Slide gently bj^not overthwart the itage 

Of public a&ion, unheard, unfeen. 
And unconcerned, as if I ne'er had been. 

And thus, while I fhall pafis my filent days 
In ihady privacy, free from the noife 

And buftles of the mad world, then fliall I 
A good old innocent pleb^an die* 

Death is a mere furptife, a very faare 

To him, that makes it his life's greatest care 

To be a public pageant, knovm to all. 

But unacquainted with himfelf, doth falL i 

Having now attained to that privacy which be 
Jbad no lefs ferioufly than pioqfly wiihed for^ baj 
called all bis fervants that had belonged to his (^ 
fice together, and told them, he had now laUj 
down his place, and fo^heiremployinents wereif^^ 
termined ; upon that he advifed theni to fee Sqt 
themfelves, and gave to fome of them very confi^ 
derable prefent6, uid to every one of them a ^ 
ken, and &> difi^ifiipd all thofe that weris apt bi^ 
domeftics : He was difcharged the fifteenth of i 
February, 1675; and lived the Chri{lmasfoIlow»j 
ing, but all the while wa& in fo ill a (late of healthi 
that there was no hopes of his recovery : he cod*1 
tinned ftili to r^e often, both for his de¥otioii&| 
and (ludies, and as. long as he could go, went co 
ftantly to his clofet, and when his infirmities 
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oreafed on him, ib that he was not able to g6 thi* 
ther himfelf, be made his fervants carry him thi*. 
ther in a chair. At laft, as the winter came on,, 
he faw with great joy his deliverance approaching, 
for befides his being weary of the world, and his 
longings for the bleifednefs of another ftate, his 
pains encreafed fo on him, that no patience infe-. 
rior to his could have borne them without a great 
uneafinefs of mind ; yet he exprefled to the lalt 
fuch fubmiflion to the will of God, and fo equal a 
temper uiiderthem, that it was vifible then what 
mighty effeds his philofophy and Chriftianity had. 
on him, in fupporting him under fuch a heavy- 
load. 

He could not Ke down in bed above a year be- 
fore;his death, by reafon of the Afthma, but fat,^ 
rather than lay in it. 

He was attended in his (icknefs, by a pious and 
worthy divine Mr. Evan Griffith^ minifter of the 
parifli ; and it was obferved that in all the extre- 
mities of his pain, whenever he prayed by him, 
be forbore all complaints or groans, but with his 
bands and eyes lifted u^, was fixed in his devo- 
tions : Not long befsre his death, the minifter 
told him, there was to be a facrament next Sunday 
kt church, but he believed he could not come and. 
partake with the reft ; therefore he would give it 
to him in his .own houfe : But he anfwered j noj 
bis heavmly Father had prepared a feaft for him, 
be would go to his Father's houfe to partake of 
it : fo he made himfelf be carried thither in his 
6hair, where he received the facrament on his 
knees, with great devotion, which it may be fup- 
pofed was the greater, becaufe he apprehended it 
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Wfts to be hblaft, and^ fo took it as his viatfeinH 
and provifionfoF his journey* H^ had fome So^ 
oret unaccountable prefiiges of hi»4eath, for he 
fiid, that i£ he did not die on fucb a day^ (wUdi 
felt to be the astb. of Novemb^) he believe^ he* 
Aould lire a month longer, and he died that ip<s^' 
day month. He continued to eR|oy the free life 
ofhisreafonandfenfe to the laft moment, whieh^ 
he had often- and eameftly prayed fi>r during faw 
ficknefs : And when hi& Toice wu fb funk thai he^ 
could not'be heard, they perceii^ by the almoft- 
GOftftant lifting up of hia.eyes and hands^ that be ^ 
va» ftiR afpiring towards that blefled'^ ft^siM of^ 
which he was now fpeedily to be poffefled. I 

" He had for msmy years a paiticulsar demotion i 
for Chriftmasday, and after he had receiired the 
facrament, and been in the perfbnOtiance of' t^ 
public worAipof that dayi he commonly Wrote a 
copy of verfes on the honour of his Saviour, as'-a 
fit expreffion of the^'oy he felt in his fou},.att!Kfr 
return of that glorious anniverfary. There aw 
ftventeen of thofe copies printed, which he writ-o«» 
feventeen feverd ChriftmS^days, . by which thfe' 
world has a tafte of his poetical genius^' in^ whiclif' 
iKhe had thou^ it worth his time to • have exwj 
celled, he might have been eminent as well as in^^ 
other things ; but he writ them rather>^to ^emei^^ 
tain himfelf, than to merit the laurel. 

I Ihall here add one which has not beeft'yefl! 
printed, and it is notimlifcely-it waS' the laft^lM 
writ ; it is a paraphrafe on Simeon's fong j I ^talee 
it from his blotted copy not at ail 'finiftedi fo the 
reader is to make allowance for any imperfe^Bca 
he may find in its 



Blefloi Creator, i^bo t>efore Che birth 

Of time, or e*re the piUars of the earth 

Were fix't or formed ; didft lay that great de- 

fign ' • 
Of man's redempiioai^ and Sd*& defi&e 
In tfaiae eternal connokaU the fcene 
Of tfeat ilnpenduous bufiiaefa, and wheat 
It ffauould appear, and though the very day 
Of its epiphany, concealed kiy 
Within thy jntad, y«t then wert pleased to Ihour 
fiome gHmpfes of it unto men belov^ 
In viiions, types, and prophecijes, as ve .. 
Tiungs at a cBftance yfi perfpefltire fee : • 
But thou wert pleas'd to let thy fervant know 
That that bleft hour; that feem'd to move fo 

flow 
.Tfaroughformer ages, ihoukl at 1-jA attain 
Its time, e*re my few fands, that yet remain 
Are ipent ; and that thefe aged eyes 
Should fee the day, when Jacd>'s ftar Aouldrife. 
•And now thou haft fulfiPd it, bleffed Lord 
Difmifs me now, according to thy word ; 
And let my aged body now return 
To reft, and duft, and drop into an urn. 
For I have liv*d enough, mine eyes have feen 
Thy much defired falvation, that hath been 
So long, fo' dearly wi(h*d, thejoy ; the hope 
Qf all the ancient patriarchs the fcope 
Of all the prophecies, and myfteries ; . 
Of all the types unvail'd, the hiftories 
Of Jewiib church unridPd, and the bright 
And orient fun arifen to give light 
To Gentiles, and the joy of Ifrael, 
The worlds Redeemer, blefl Iipmanuel. 

F 2 
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Let this fight clofe mine eyes, 'tis lofs to fee 
After this vifion, any fight but Thee : 

Thus he ufed to fing on the former Chriftmas- 
days, but now he was to be admitted to bear his 
part in the new fongs above ; fo that day which 
he had fpent in fo much fpiritual joy, proved to 
be indeed the day of his Jubilee and deliverance, 
for between two and three in the afternoon, he 
breatl)ed out his righteous and pious foul. His 
end was peace, he had no ftrugglings, nor feemed 
to be in any pangs in his laft moments. He was 
buried on the 4th. of January, Mr. GriflSlth preach- 
ing the /uneral fermon, his text was the 57 of Ifa. 
i verfe. The righteous perijbeth^ and no man layeih 
it to heart ; and merciful men are taken away^ nor^e 
eonjidering that the righteous is taken away from 
the evil to come. Which how fitly it was applica* 
ble upon this occafion, all that confider the courfe 
. of his life, will eafily conclude* He was interred 
in the church-yard of Alderly, among his ancef- 
tors; he did not much approve of burying in 
churches, and ufed to fay the churches were for 
the living, and the church-yard for the dead. His 
monument was like himfelf, decent and plain ; 
the tomb-ftone was black marble, and the fides ' 
were J)lack and white marble; upon which he 
himfelf had ordered this bare and humble infcrip^ 
tion to be made, 

HIC INHUMATtJR CORPUS MATTHEI HAXB, 
MILITIS ; - ^ 

ROBERTI HALE, ET JOANNJE, XIXORIS EJUS, ■ 
Fim UNICI, 
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KATl XN HAC PAROCHIA B5E Ahl^^LY, FRI^ 
UQ DI£ KO^£M9RlS, ANNO BOM. 1609^ 
J)£NATI V£RO IBIX>£M yiC£$IB«0 @tVWTO 
:C>X£ PECKMMllS, ANHO DjOM. 1676* iE'l'ili 
Tl$ SU-«, XJLVII. 

Having thus girea an account of the msJk po* 
warkable things of his tile, I am now to prefeat 
the reader with fuch a charade? of him, a» the 
lay'in^ bisieveral virtues together will amount to ^ 
ift which I know bow diSkiiilt a taik I undertake 9 
fer to wrim defe£Uvely of him, weire to ifijturd 
hin^ SMid lefien the memory of one to whoiBr I i^ 
lead to do all ther^ht that k in my pewer. Qa 
the oth^ hand there is fo much here to be coai»« 
Qiended^^and propofed for the imitation of o^bara^ 
thai: I am afraid fome may imagNiey I ami ra^betf 
ni3ikiog a pidure of bimy from aa abftifa^ed id4ft 
pf great virtues^ and per£edions, than fetiing: him 
Qut, as he truly was : Bu£ theie is great eacoui* ' 
iragement in ttus, that I, write-coneerBang a.man'fin 
firefli in all people's remembrance, tbar( is fc^ latel)) 
dead ;, and was fo much^ and fo well. knoMtn, that 
I &all have vouchers, who wiU be ready to joftiiifjf 
,0}^ in all that I am tHDrela^, a&d to add a peatf 
4^al to what I- can fay^ 

It has appeared in the account of his^ Viaidow 

l^earaing,, how great his capacities we^re,, and horn 

nucb &ey W/ere improved by conftani ftudy: Hd 

^ofe ^way^s Qa«ly in. the monmngr, Jovedi to walk 

^mucfa abroad^ not only for his' health, but b^ 

'thought it ppened his mind,, and enlairged hin 

^t^ugiht^ to have the creaitioa of God bemre his 

(B^m Vfhm h^ fet hi»felf. 69. aoy fl^d^r^ he ufe4 

p 3 - 
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to caft his defign in a fcheme, which he did wth 
a great exaftnefs of method ; he took nothing on 
truft, but putfued his enquiries as fkr as they could 
go^ and as he was humbk enough to confefs his 
ignorance, and fubmit to myfteries which hecould 
not comprehend, fo he was not eafily impofed on, 
by any fliews of reafon, or the bugbears of vulgar 
Dpinions : He brought all his knowledge as much 
to fcientifical principles, as he poifibly could, 
which made him negleft the ftudy of tongues, for 
the bent of his mind lay another way. Difcourf- 
ing once of this to fome, they faid, they looked 
on the common law, as a ftudy that could not be 
brought into a fcheme, nor formed into rational 
fcience, by reafon of the indigeftednefs of it, and 
the multiplicity of the cafes in it, which rendered 
h very hard to be underftood, or reduced into a 
iftethod ; but he faid, he was not of their mind, 
and fo quickly after, he drew with his own hand,^ 
» fcheme of the whole order and parts of it, in a 
large (heet of paper, to the great fatisfa&ion of 
fhofe to whom he fent it. Upon this hint, fome 
preffed him to compile a body of the Engli(h law ; 
it could hardly ever be done by a man who knew 
it better, and would with more judgment and in- i 
duftry have put it into method ; but he faid, as If 
was a great and noble defign, which would be of 
vaft advantage to the nation ; fo it was too much 
for a private man to undertake. It was not to be 
entered upon, but by the command of a prince, 
^ki with the communicated endeavours of fome., 
of the moft eminent of the profeffion. \| 

He had great vivacity in his fency, as may ap- j 
pear by tii» mclifMioa to poetry, and the lively it> 
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luftrations, and many tender drains in his contem« 
plations ; but he looked on eloquence and wit, as 
things to be ufed very chaftely, in ferious matters, 
which fliould come under a feverer inquiry: 
Therefore he was both, when at the bar, and on 
the bench, a great enemy to all eloquence or rhe- 
toric in pleading : He faid, if the judge or Jury 
had a right underftanding, it fignified nothing, but 
a wafte of time, and lofs of the words ; and if they 
were weak and eafily wrought on, it was a more 
decent way of corrupting them, by bribing their 
fancies, and biafling their affedions ; and wonder- 
ed much at that affeftation of the French lawyers 
in imitating the Roman orators in their pleadings, 
for the oratory of the Romans, was occafioned 
by their popular government and the faClions of 
the city, fo that thofe who intended to excel in 
the pleading of caufes, were trained up in th^ 
fchools of the Rhetors, till they became ready and 
expert in that lufcious way of difcourfe. It is true, 
the compofures of fuch a man as TuUy was, who 
mixed an extraordinary quicknefs, an exad judg- 
ment, and a juft decorum with his {kill in Rheto- 
ric, do ftill entertain the readers of them with grea^ 
pleafure : But at the fame time, it mud be ac- 
knowledged, that there is not that clofenefs of 
reafoning, nor that juftnefs of figures in his ora- 
tions, that is in his other writings ; to that a great 
deal was faid by him, rather becaufe he knew it 
would be acceptable to his auditors, than that it 
Was approved of by himfelf, and all who read 
them, will acknowledge, , they are better pleafed 
with them as effays of wit and ftyle, thfen as ptead^ 
logs, by which fuch a judge as ours was^ woirfd 
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l\at Ipfi 9ittch ^(^o\^ht on. And if there are Aicb { 
gfoim4? to cec^^r^ tbeperformaiKes of the greats | 
^ pjifter iQ eV^qu^^e, w? may ealily infer what I 
^yJ^W 4^auffeQ the other Orators ma^e^ iisbC9 i 
^ onklPty as voU as. iA poetry^ pone c^ do mXif^ 
forcntiy* So our jud^ woodered to g^ tbi| ! 
Vrp«c^ that liiv^ uad^r a monarehy, fo fondt of i 

•pyemnajBlitQlRonve- He therefore pkfided hiaar | 
tyi always ill f<^ W>rdfij. ^d iiomo to the point : 
a^^ w^n l^ wa^ a jodge^ b^ hel4 thofe that pka^ 
ed biefo^^ b^ to b$ the qoajn hii^e of the bufi-* | 
W^, apd <?tK t^em ^rt ¥^hen they inade ei^cur** | 
few aboM cirweftftaiwpea of no moment $ by 
"VhJsok hi^{^Yei<Q^fik tfw^zni o^de the cbief | 
di^c^ieeak t^ w?U (tated.a(P4 cleared. 

Tb^« was, ayp^KN^ ?^om aip^ong the'R^omanSs 
vhicbi h^ a^ mi|(?^ a4<nire43L aS: hedefpifed thdbr 
ril«t9fi<j> ^l^fe W^ Aat thi^ JwisrCon&dts w^eq * 
^e mm, of. th(i^ Ijuilgheft qnajlity, who were bred to^ 
Wcap^l^ of t^Q c^f e|D|doya9ent in, the ftatci, j 
^d; ^eoaii^^ the gre^f: infers of their- Uw : tb^fi| 
f^Ye ^^ op|n*»i^ of aiyif cafea that were^ put tQ I 
W^V^ freely, jiudgii^ it l^elp^- t^hi^nv to lal^e^ aary | 
prefeitt for it;, apd indeed they ^e*5e onJry th^ , 
tcuQ iiaH(yiers:ai9PQg th^^ whofe refolij^ns.wer^ 
of that atuhi^^rity,. that, thjjy made one claffis of i 
Aofe waliwaU Qut pf ^hich Trebonian compiled 
di^eflj^. uadefi JuSi^iaiii ;. :&)r the Ora^rs or cau& j 
^ci ti>aJi pJ^aded. Qaufesj, ^w little pf the law^ j 
wA QjjXy. eq^plqyed theiff iperqeijary tongues,^ t<> 
work on: the afEe^ipna pf the^ pf opte. and kvL^^m 1 
tlte pret»i» :. Enen. i», mpft of TuUy's Oifatfe^ne ^ 
ihWi^ is, ttUdec q£ Iffiv. ant that: li^tjb v^sj^ theyr 
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hiighc fprlnkle in their declamations, they had not 
from their own knowledge, but the refoluiion of 
fome Juris- Confult : according to that famous 
ftory of Servius Sulpitius, who was a celebrated 
orator, and being to receive the refolution of one 
of thofe that were learned inthe law, was fo igno- 
rant, that he could not underftand it ; upon which 
the JurisrConfult reproached him and faid, it was 
a fhame for him that was a nobleman, a fenator, 
and' a pleader of caufes, to be thus ignorant of 
law : this touched him fo fenfibly, that he fet a- 
bout the ftudy of it, and became one of the moft 
eminent Juris*C!onfults that • ever were at Rome, 
Our judge thought it might become the greatnefs 
of a prince, to encourage fuch a fort of men, and 
of (ludies ; in which none in the age he lived in 
was equal to -the great Selden, who was truly in 
our Englifh law, what the old Roman Juris^Con- 
fults were in theirs. 

But where a decent eloquence was allowable, 
judge Hale knew how to have excelled as much 
as any, either in illuftrating reafonings, by proper 
and well purfued fimilies, or by fuch tender ex* 
preflions as might work moft on the affedtions, fo 
that the prefent lord Chancellor, has often faid of 
him fince his death, that he was the greateft ora- 
tor he had known ; for though his words came 
not fluently from him, yet when they were out, 
they were the moft fignificant, and expreflive, that 
the matter could bear : of this fort there are many 
in his contemplations made to quicken his own 
devotion, which have a life in them becoming him 
that ufed them, and a foftnefs fit to melt even the 
harfheft tempers, accommodated to t|ie gravity of 



%he fiibjed, 8^ apt to excite wvm thGi;yi;km m 
^e readers llm as they (hew his exceUcsKH temper 
:^9t brou^t them out^ an4 applied them to hliaip 
feMj fo they are of great ufe to aU^ who wouI4 
both kifoiw 9iid ^^ictei their minds. Of -his {jL^ 
]ffSbrsiUon of thiligs by lH'4P|>er (imiUes^ I ihall gwt 
§ l9jrge ipftanoe out of his book of the Or Jigkiatiof 
gf JA9i}iimd^ defignefi to eiipofe the leveral diSei> 
<^Bt I^pothc^es the philosophers feU on qoncer^kig 
|ji;ie eti^n^ty ap4 original of the wiv^rfe^ and iQ 
j^et^r ike ^qcoupt giYOPpi by l^fofes^ to aU tbetr 
po^njeftj^res ; j^ which, if my taft^ 4o?s oot OJit 
guide me, the reader ^}1 fijod a rare and yery 
iPgreeable 9|ixti3re, both pf iae ^^it, and ioUi 
l^fOJng aq4 judgment. 

Th»f ^ich m^y iW*iftr»ft? my injeiiniBg in tbif 
ffe&re^cepfthe revealed light offcb^hply fcrip- 
tjffPBf touching ibis mattier, pboye the effays of a 
philofophical imagination, may be thif. Suppo£? 
jiiat Greece being unacquainted with the curioiity 
pf jnecbaiH<?^J e?igin^, tbpugh k^own in fome rfr 
fiiote regiop of the world, and ebat an excellent 
artift had fecri^tly brought and depofited in fome 
^Ijd or for^ft, fpipe excellent watch or clock, 
fi^hich had been fo formed, that the original of it$ 
q^otion w&re hidden, and involved in fome clofe 
fpntrived piece of mechafiifm, that this watch 
was fo framed, that the motion thereof might have 
l^ftpd ft year, or feme fuch time as might give a 
l^eafonable f>eriod for their phibfophical defcantiog 
(:onperning it, and that in the plain table there had 
bpep not oiily the defcHption and indication c^ 
hours, but the con%uratipos and indicaticms of 
tth rmw^ phiiiss of tbe mooni the motioa and 



ftacd of tfee'f^ii in the ecliptic, dnd i^rB oth^' 
dUtious indications of celeftial motions, aiid thatf. 
the fcfadlars of the feveral Ibhools-, of Epi(5urus^<>f 
Ariftotle, of Plato, and the reft of thofe philc^' 
j^faical feds, had cafually in thdr/vralk, found thi«^ 
admirable Automaton } \(rhat kind of \rork \^oul^ 
there have been made by evei^ fed-, in giving aH^ 
adcbunt of this phenomenon? Vf6 fhonkl havrf 
had the Ej^eUrean fed, have told the byllaaders* 
sicc^rding fo their pre-conceived hypothefis, thai 
tbi9«^;(^ nothkig elfe but an accidental confcredoii^ 
pf at4>m$^ that happily^ fallen together had-rtiiide up^ 
the index, the Wheels; and the baUance, and that^ 
1>ring happily^ Men into this pofture;, they were> 
jitrt iHtd-moftiotti Tfeftn the Gartefian fall^^ inxiHth^ 
trim, as tb the main of their fuppofition^ btut tens' 
hinii^ that he doth not fufBciently estpli^ate Ho^ 
the engine is;put into motidn attd theinefbre^ 
tb fiirtiiftf this motion, there is a certain rHa*' 
teHa^JiibtUis that pervades this en^ne, and the! 
trioreable parts, confifting of certaiii globular aP 
toms apt fdr modon ; they are thei^by, and by ^ 
tht m^lity- of the globular atomis put ihtp xAo^' 
tfon^. A* third finding fault ^th the tWb fbrnier,' 
^becaufe thefe motions are fo regular^ and* do ex-^ 
pftf eft the various phfenonienat of the diftttbutiehdP 
time, and of the heavenly modons ; tlkrtfbte it^ 
feemsto Mm^ that 'this engine and mbtiorf aMb, fo 
analogical t6 the motions of' thfe hifeavens,'w2ii^ 
\rrought by^ fome admirable conjiimSion of* the' 
I hfeavenly bbdfe^ which formed this infhfutti^t^nd' 
ife motfonsi iw futh an admirable corrfefpdridency' 
^ to its own eiciftfencei A fourth^ difllking the fup-' 
|ioftdona of the-tbree f<»Tnfei^, telfe' the reft, that' 
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he hath a more plain aiu} evident folutioii o{t\kt 
phenomenon, namely, the univerfal foul of the 
world or Spirit of nature, that formed fo many 
forts of infe&s with fo many organs, faculties, and 
fuch congruity of their \vhole compofition; and 
filch curious and various motions as we may ob- 
ferve in them, hath formed and fet into motion 
this admirable Automaton and regulated and or* 
dered it, with all thefe congruities we fee in it. 
Then fteps in an Ariftotelian, and being diflatisfied 
with all the former folutions, tislls them. Gentle* 
men, you are all miftaken, your folutions are in- 
explicable and unfatisfadory, you have taken up 
certain precarious hypothefis, and bong prepof- 
fefled with thefe creatures of your own fancies, 
and in love with them, right or wrong, you form 
all your conceptions of things according to thofe 
fancied and pre-conceived imaginations. The (hort 
of the bufinefs is this machina is eternal ; and io 
are all the motions of it, and in as much as a cir- 
cular motion hath no beginning or end, this mo- 
tion that you fee both in the wheels and index, 
said the fucceiEve indications of the celeftial mo- 
tions, is eternal, and without beginning. And 
this is a ready and expedite way of folving the 
phenomena, without fo much ado as you have 
made about it. 

And whilft all the maflers were thus contriving, 
the folution of the phenomenon, in the hearing of 
the Artift that made it, and when they had all 
fpent their philofophizing upon it, the Artift that 
made this engine, and all this while liftened to 
their admirable fancies, tells them. Gentlemen, 
you have difcovered very much excellency ^of in- 
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ventidn touching this piece of work that is before 
you, but you are all miferably miftaken : for it 
was I that made this watch, and brought it hi- 
ther, and I will (hew you how I made it. Firft, 
I wrought the fpring, and fufee ; and the wheels, 
and the ballance, and the cafe and table ; I fitted 
jthem one to another, and placed thefe feveral axes 
that >are to direft the motions, of the index to dif- 
cover the hour of the day, of the figure that dif- 
covers the phafes of the moon, and the other va- 
rious motions that you fee ; and then I put it to- 
gether, and wound up the fpring, which hath 
given all thefe motions, that you fee in this curi- 
ous piece of . work, and that you may be fure I 
jtell you true, I will tell you the whole order and 
|>rogrefs of iny making, difpofing and ordering of 
this piece of work ; the feveral materials of it, the 
manner of the forming of every individual part of 
it, and how Icmg I was about it. This plain and 
evident difcovery renders all thofe excogitated hy- 
pothefis of thofe philofophical enthufiafts vain and 
ridiculous, without any great .help of rhetorical 
flouriihes, or logical confutations. And much of 
the fame nature is that' difparity of the hypothefis 

^ of the learned philofophers in relation to the ori- 
gination of the world and man after a great deal 
of dud raifed, and fanciful explications and unin- 
telligible hypothefis : The plain, but divine narra- 
tive by the hand of Mofes, full of fenfe, and con- 
gruity, and cleamefs, and reafonablenefs in itfelf, 
does at the fame moment give us a true and clear 
difcovery of this great my fiery, and renders all 

f %he eflays of the generality of the Heathen philolpi* 
phers to be vain, inevident, and indeed inexplica- 
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ble theories, the creatures of faaqr, and ima^ 
nation and nothing elfe.]] 

As for bis virtues, they have appeared fo con- 
fpicuous in all the feveral traniadioos and tarmoi 
hifi life, that it may feem needl^s^to add any mort 
of them than has been already related, but there 
are many particular inftances which I knew not 
how to fit to the feveral years of his life, whkh 
will give us a clearer smd better view of him. 

He was a devout Chriflraxi, a fincer^Proteftaiif^ 
and a true fon of the church of England ; mode- 
rate towards Dtlfenters, and juft even to thofe from 
whom he differed moft ; which appeared fignaHy 
in the care he took of preierving the Quakers, 
from that mifohief that was like to fall on them^ 
by declaring their marriages void, and fo baftar<t 
ing their children ; but, he cOnfidered marriage 
end fucc^!k)n as a fight of nature, from which 
«one ought to be barred what miftake foever they 
might be under, in the points of revealed reiigiofk 
And therefore in a trial that was before him, \i^^ 
a Quaker was fued for fome debts owing by his 
wife before he married her, and the Quakers coun- 1 
fel pretended, that it was no marriage that t^ad 
paft between them, fince it was not folemnizcd ac*^ 
cordfng to the rufes of the church of England j j 
he declared that he was not willmg on his ow^ 
opinion to make t-heir children baftards smd g»v^ 
direftions to the Jury to find it fpecial. It was I 
refleftion on the whole party, that one of thed 
to avoid an inconvenience he had fallen in, though 
to have preferved himfelf by a defence, that if ) 
had been allowed in law, muft have made theii 
whole ifTue baftards, and incapable of fueceflien 
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aad for all their pretended frtend&ip to boe afto* 
ther» if this judge had not been more their friend^ 
then one of thofe they fo called, their poft^rity 
had been little obliged to them. But he go» 
verned himfelf indeed by the law of the gofpel of 
doing to others J what he would have others do to him^ 
and therefore becaofe he would have thought it 
a faardflup not without cruelty if amongft Papifts 
all marriages were nulled which had not beea 
snade with all the ceremonies in the Roman ritual, 
fo he applying this to the cafe of the Seidiaries, he 
thought all marriages made according to the fe*- 
▼eral perfuafions of men, ought to have their ef?- 
f e£t8 in law. 

He ufed conllantly to worfbip God in his fami« 
4y^ performing it always himfelf, if there was no 
Clergyman prefent : But as to his private exeN 
cifes in devotion. He took that eKtraordinary 
care to keep what he did fecret^ that this part of • 
bis charader muft be defedive^ except it be ac^ 
knowledged that his humility in covering it, com*- 
mends him much more than the higheft expref- 
fions of devotion could have done. 

From the firft time that the impreffions of reli- 
gion fettled deeply in his mind, he ufed great cau^ 
tion to conceal it : not only in obedience to the 
rules given by our Saviour, oifajiing^ p^^yi^ ^^d 
giving aims infecret ; but from a particular di£- 
truft he had of himfelf, for he faid he was afraid, 
he ihould at ibme time or other, do fome enor- 
Yoous things^ which if he were looked on as a very 
reiigiotts man, might caft a rq)roach on the pro* 
feffion of it, and give great advantages to impious 
men, to blafpheme the name of God : But a tree 
6 2 
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is known by its fruit and he liVed not only free o£ 
blemiOies, or fcandal, but ihined in all the p^trts 
of his converfation : and perhaps the diftruft he 
wa^ in of himfelf contributed not a little to the 
purity of his life ; for he being thereby obliged 
to be more watchful over himfelf, and to depend 
more on the aids of the Spirit of God, no woader 
if that humble temper produced thofe excellent 
cffeflts in him. 

He had a foul enlarged and raifed above that 
jnean appetite of loving money, which is generally 
the root of all evil. He did not take the profits i 
that he might have had by his praftice, for in 
common cafes, when thofe who came to alk bis ( 
counfel gave him a piece, he ufed to give back i 
the half, and fo made ten (hillings his fee^ in or- 
dinary matters that did not require much time 
or ftudy : if he faw a caufe . was unjuft, he for a 
great while would not meddle further in it, but to 
give his advice that it was fo ; if the parties after 
that, would go on, they were to feek an€>ther | 
counfellor ; for he would affift none in ads of ' 
injuftice : if he found the caufe doubtful or weak j 
in point of law, he always advifed his clients to | 
agree their bufmefs : yet afterwards he abated 
much of the fcrupulofity he had about caufes that 
appeared at firft view unjuft, upon this occafion : ■ 
there were two caufes brought to him, which by 
the ignorance of the party or their attorney, were 
fo ill reprefented to him, that they feemed to be 
^ery bad, but be enquiring more narrowly Imo 
them, found they were really very good and juft ; 
fo after this he flackened much of his former ilrid:- 
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UdEs of refufing to meddle in caufes upon the ill 
drcumftances that appeared in them at lirft. 

in his pleading he abhorred thofe two commoa 
Hn\ts of mifreciting evidences, quoting precedents^ 
or books falfly, or aiTerting things confidently j by 
trhich ignorant Juries, or weak Judges, are too 
often wrought on. He pleaded with the fatne 
iincerity that he'ofed in other parts of his life^ 
and ufed to fay ^^ vfzs as great a diflionour as a 
man was capable of, that for a little money he 
tras to be hired to fay or do otherwife than as be 
thoughts" All this he afcribed to the unmeafur^ 
able defires of heaping up wealth, which corrupted 
the fouls of fome that feemed to be otherwift 
bom and made for great things. When he was 
a pra&itioner, differences were often referred to 
htm which he fettled, but would accept of no re^ 
ward for his pains, though offered by both parties 
together, after the agreement was made; for he 
iaid << on thofe cafes he was made Judge, and a 
Judg« ought to take no money.'^ If they told 
him, '^ he loft much of his time in conddering 
their buiinefs, and fo ought to be acknowledged 
fyr it ;" his anfwer was (as one that heard it told 
^ me,) " Can I fpend my time better, than to make 
^ people friends, muft I have no time allowed me 
to do good in/* 

He was naturally a quick man, yet by much 

pra^ice on himfelf, he fubdued that to fuch a de« 

grec that he would never run fuddenly into -any 

; conclusion concerning any matter of importance* 

* Fej/lina knte was bis beloved motto^ which he or« 

r dered to be engraven on the head of his ftaff, and 

vas.Often heard lay, ^* that he had obferved mxaf 

G S 
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witty men run into great errors, becaufe they did 
not give themfelves time to think, but the heat of 
imagination making fome notions appear in good 
colours to. them, ihey without (laying till that 
cooled, were violently led by the impuUe it made 
on them, whereas calm and flow men, who pafe 
dull in the common eftimation, could fearch after 
Jtruth and find it out, as with more deliberation, 
fo with greater certainty. 

' He laid afide the tenth penny of all he got for 
the poor, and took great care to be well informed 
of proper objefts for his charities ; and after he j 
^as a Judge, many of the perquifites of his place, ^ 
as his dividend of the rule and box money ; was | 
fent by him to the jails to difcharge poor prifon- j 
ers, who never knew from whofe hands their re- ' 
lief came. It is alfo a cuftom for the Marfhal of 
the king's bench, to prefent the Judges of that 
court. with a piece of plate for a New-years- gift, 
that for the Chief Juftice being larger than the 
reft :. this he intended to have refufed, but the i 
other Judges told him it belonged to his office, I 
and the refufing it would be a prejudice to his | 
fucceffors, fo he was perfuaded to take it : but he 
fent word to the Marihal " that inftead of plate, ' 
he (hould bring him the value of it in money;" i 
and when he received it, he immediately fent it to . 
the prifons, for the relief and difcharge of the poor 
there. He ufually invited his poor neighbours to j 
dine with him, and made them fit at table with . 
hirafelf. And if any of them were fick, fo that 
they could not come, he would fend meat warm j 
to them from his table : and he did not only re<? - 
lieye the poor in his own pariih, but fent iuppUesI 

\ 

I 
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rto the neighbouring parilhes, as there was occa- 
iioa fcxr it. And. he treated them all with the 
tendemefs and familiarity that became one who 
coniidered they were, of the fame nature with him- 
felf^ and were reduced to no other neceffities but 
fuch as he himlelf might be brought to : but for 
common beggars, if any of thefe came to him, as 
he was in his. walks, when he lived in the country, . 
he would: alk fuch as were capable of workings 
** why they went about fo idly ?" If they anfwer- 
ed, '^ it was becaufe they could find no work ;'* 
he often fent them to fome field, to gather all the 
ftones in it, and pay them liberally for their pains ; 
this being done, he .ufed. to fend his carts, and 
caufed them to be carried to fuch places, of the 
highway as needed mending. 

But when he was in town, he dealt his chari- 
ties very liberally, even among the ftreet beggars, 
and when fome told him, " that he thereby en- 
couraged idlenefs, and that moft of thefe were 
notorious cheats," he ufed to anfwer, " that he 
believed moft of them were fuch, but among them 
there were fome that were great objefts of cha- 
rity, and preffed with grievous nectffities : and 
that he had rather give his alms to twenty who 
might be perhaps rogues, then that qne of the 
other fort Ihould perifti for want of that fmall re- 
lief which he gave them/* r 

He loved building much, which he aflFede4 
chiefly becaufe it employed many poor people ; 
but one thing was obferved in all his buildings 
that the changes he made in his houfe, was always 
from magnifi.cencie to ufefulnefs„ for l\e avoide4 
every thing that looked like pomp or vanity, even 
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kk the wtlls of his houfes : he had good jadgiiiQili| 
in trchiie&ure^ and an excellent ftculty m Gcm^ij 
tming well* 

He was a gentle famdlord to all his tenants, and. 
was e?er ready upon any realbnable compiauits, 
to make abatements^ for he was merciful as well 
US righteous* One inftance of this was^ of a wi^ 
. dow ttuit liv^ in London, and had a finall eftata'j 
near his houfe in the coontry : from which het 
rents were iU returned to her, and at a coft which 
ihe could not well bear : (o flie bemoaned herfelf ' 
to him, and he according to his readmefe to affift i 
all poor people, told her, ^' he would order bis 
Reward to take up her rents, and the returning \ 
diem fhould coft her noching/' But after that i 
when there was a falling of rents in that country, * 
that it was necefl&ry to make abatements to the 
tenant ; yet he would have it to lie on himfelf; 
and made the widow be paid her rent as formerly* ' 

Another remarkable inftance of his juftice and 
goodnefs was, that when he found ill money had | 
been put into his hands, he would never fuffer it ' 
to be vended again ; for he thought it was no ex-* I 
<ufe lor him to put falfe money in other people's i 
hands^ becaufe fome had pot it in his: a great 
heap of this he had gathered together, for many 
had To far abufed his goodnefs, as to mix bafe ^ 
money among the fees that were given him : It is 
like be imend<id to have deftroyed it, but fome 
thieves vrt^ had dbferved it, broke into his cham-* 
ber and ftole it, thinking they had got a pri2e ^ 
which he ufed to tell with fome pleafure, imagin-> : 
ing how they found themfelves deemed, when 
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ibey perceived what fort of booty they had 
&llen on. 

After he was made a Judge, he would needs 
pay more for every purchafe he made than it was 
worth ; if it had been but a horfe he was to buy, 
he would have.out-bid the price : apd when fome 
reprefented to him, " that he made ill bargains," 
he faid, " it became Judges to pay more for what 
they bought, than the true value ; that fo thofe 
with whom they dealt might not think they had 
any right to their favour, by having fold fuch 
thmgs to them at an eafy rate:'* and faid it was 
fuitable to the reputation, which a Judge ought to 
preferve, to make fuch bargains, that the world 
might fee they were not too well ufed upon fome 
fecret account. 

. In fum, his eftate did fhew how little he had 
minded the raifing a great fortune, for from a 
hundred pound a year, he raifed it not quite to 
nine hundred, and of this a very confiderable part 
came in by his ihare of Mr. Selden's eftate ; yet 
this, confidering his great praftice while a coun- 
fellor, and his conftant, frugal and modeft way of . 
living, was but a fmall fortune : in the ihare that 
fell to him by Mr. Selden's will, one memorable 
thing was done by him, with the other executors, 
by which they both fliewed their regard to their 
dead friend, and their love of the public ; his li- 
brary was valued at fome thoufands of pounds, 
and was believed to be one of the moft curiou? 
colleftions in Europe : fo they refolved to keep 
this, entire, for the honour of Selden*s memory, 
' and.gave it to the univerfity of Oxford, where ^ 
npbie room was added to the former library ^ for 
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the next day, leaft ^Nhea Iiis difpleafure. was quid£. 
upon hitcti he might have chid them indecently jl 
and when he did reprove them, he did it "withj 
that fweetnefs and gravity ; that it appeared he ; 
was more concerned for their having done a fauh, 
than for the offence given by it to4umfeif : but if 
they became immoral or unruly, then he turned 
them away, for he faid, " hie that by his place 
ought to'punifh diforders in other jieople, muft 
by no means fuffer them in his own hoiife •/' he 
advanced his fervants according to the time they 
had been about him, and would never give coca- 
fion to envy among them, by raifing thj^ younger 
clerks above thofe who had been Icmger with him. I 
He treated them all with great affedion, rather as | 
a friend, than a mafter, giving them often good 
advice and inftru&ion. He made thofe who had | 
good places under him, give fome of their profits 
to the other fervants who had nothing but thdr 
wages : when he made his will, he left legacies to 
every one of them ; but he expreffed a more par- 
ticular kindnefs for one of them Robert Gibbon, 
of the middle Temple, Efq, ; in whom he had that 
confidence, that be left him one of his executors. 
I the rather mention him, becaofe <rf his noble 
gratitude to his worthy beUefador and mafter, for 
he has been fo careful to preferve his memory, 
that as he fet thofe on me, at whofe defire I un- 
dertook to write his life ; fo he has procured for 
me a great part of thofe memorials, and informa- 
tions, out of which I have compofed it. 

The Judge was of a moft tender and compafC- 
onate nature; this did eminently appear in hi$ 
trying and giving fentence upon criminals, in 
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jvhich he w^Siftridly careful, that not a-cinctim- 
fiaace fhould be negleded^ which nugbt any way 
clear the hSt: he behaved himfelf with that regard 
^o the prifoners, which bec^ame both the gravity of 
a Judge, and the pity that was due. to men, whofe 
lives lay at ftake, fo that nothing of jearing or un* 
reafonable fev^rity ever fell from him. . He alfo 
^examined the witnefTes in the fofteft manner^ tak- 
ing care that they fhould be put under no confu* 
lion, which might diforder their memory : and h^ 
fummed all the evidence fo equally when he 
<Jiarged the Jury, that the criminals themfelves 
never complained of him. When it came to him 
to give fentence, he did it with that compofednefs 
and decency, and his Speeches to the prifoners^ 
direding them to prepare for death, were fo 
weighty, fo free of all afieftation^ and fo ferious 
and devout, that many loved to go to the trials^ 
when he fat Judge, to be edified by his fpeeches, 
and behaviour.ia them, and ufed to fay, ^' they 
heard very few fuch fermcms.** 

But , though the pronouncing the fentence oi 
death, was the piece of his^employment^ that went 
moil againft the grain with him ; yet in that, h^ 
could never be moUified to any tendemefs which 
hindered juflice. When he was once preffed to 
recommend fome (whom he had condemned) tp 
his Ma^efly^s mercy and pardon ; he anfwered he 
could not think they deferved a. pardon, whom he 
himfelf had adjudged to die : fo that all he would 
do in that kind, was to give the king a true ac- 
count of the circumftances of the fad ; after which 
his Majefly \i(as to confider whether he would iUi- 
terpofe his mercy, or let juftice take place. 

H 
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His ihefcifuln^rs extended e^eb to 1& btioftft, 
for when tbe horfes that he had kept lotig, gr«# 
cld^ he would not fuflFer them to be fold) or m«tcil 
Drrought, but ordered his men to mm them lonft 
on his grounds, and put them only to eiify work* 
fuch as going to market and the like ) he tifed 
bid dogs aifo with the feme care t hia fiiepherd 
having one that was become blind with age^ he 
intended to have killed or loft him, but the Ju(%a 
coming to hear of it, made one of hid fervants 
bring him home, and fed him till he died : i»id 
he was fcarce ever feeli mote angry than with one 
of his fenrants for neglefting a tnrd, that be kept) 
fo that it died for want of food^ 

He was a great encourager of all young pei^ 
fons, that he faw followed their i>Ooks dUigently^ 
to whom he ufed to give directions coiiqeraiiig 
the method of their ftudy, with a hvtnanity and 
fweetnefe, that wrought much on all that ca«ie 
near him : and in a fmiling pleafaM way^ he i^rould \ 
admoniOi them, if he faw any thing ami^ in t?hetti : j 
pstrticularly if they went too fine iti tikeir clothes, 
he would tdl them, ^ it did noc 'be<^itle th«^ 
profeffion -/' he was not pleafed to lee ftiidc^itl 
Wear long perriwigs, or attomies go \i^ith (Wot^ ( 
fe that fUch young men as would not be pOrT^iad'- 
ed to part with thofe Vanities, vAketk they we!nt td 
liim laid them afide, and went as pidin as they 
could, to avoid the reproof which they knew they 
tnight otherwife expeft. 

He was very free and communiciitive in Ins di( 
tourfe, which he moft commonly feed on feme 
good and ufeful fubjeft, and loved for an hoeror 
two at night, to be vifited by fotee Of his fri^ds. 
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He neitfaer fiud nor did any rhiag with iiffri^atmfi, 
but ufed a fimplicityy that wa$ both niitaral td 
himfelf, and very eaiy to othera : and though he 
flierer ftndied the modes of civility or wurt hrtodt 
ing, yet he knew not what it was to be rude of 
harih with any, except he were impertinently ad^ 
drefled to in matters of juftice, then be woald r^9 
fais voice a little, and fe (hake off- thofe imp(^« 
^unities. 

In his furniture, and the fervke of his tablfO, 
mnd way of living ; he liked the old plainnefe fo 
well; that as he would fet up none pf the new fa* 
ihions, fo he rather affected a coarfenefs in the 
life of the old ones : which wafi more the e^SeSt 
of his phibfophy than difpofitton, for he loved 
fine things too much at nrft : he was always of 
an equal temper, rather chearful than merry* 
Many wondered to fee the evennefs of his deport" 
xnent ; in fome very fad palTages of his life. 

Having loft one of his font, the manner of 
'vhofe death had fome grievous circumftances m 
It ; one coming to fee him and condole, he £iM 
to him " thofe were the effedis of living long^ 
fuch muft look to fee many fad and unacceptf- 
able things ;'' and having faid that, he went to 
other difcourfes with his ordinary freedom of 
mind ; for though he had a temper fo tender,, that 
&d things were apt enough to make deep irnpref*- 
•fions upon him, yet the regard he had to the wif*- 
dom 2nd providence of God, and the juft eftimate 
he madejof all eternal things, did to admiration 
inaintain the tranquillity of hk mind, and he gave 
no occafion by idienefs to melancholy to corrupt 
his fpint, biit by the perpetual beat of his 

' H 2 
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His ihei^if ulnars extended eireb to Ub bttftft, ^ 
for when tbe horfes that he had kept kmg, gr«w | 
c)d» he would not fuflFer them to be fold^ or much I 
Drroughty but ordered his men to tiim thctt looft 
on his grounds, and put them only to eafy workj 
fuch as going to market and the like ) he ufM 
bid dogs aUb with the feme care t hia fiieph^d 
having one that was become blind with age^ ike 
intended to have killed or loft him, but the Jud^ I 
coming to hear of it, made one of hid fervimts 
bring him home, and fed him till he died : ^l 
he was fcarce ever feen more angry than with one 
of his fervants for negleAing a tnrd, that be kept^ 
fo that it died for want of food^ 

He was a great encourager of all young pe^.j 
fons, that he faw followed their i>Ooks dUigentlyj ' 
to whom he ufed to give dire&ioAS conpemmgl 
the method of their ftudy, with a huinaimy and ' 
fweetnefe, that wrought much on all that caane 
near him : and in a fmiling pleafaM M^y^ he would 
admoniOi them, if he faw any thing ami^ in thetti : 
particularly if they went too fine iti tikeir clothes, 
he would tdl them, ^ it did not 'be<^itiQ th^lr 
profeffion :*' he was not pleafed to tee ftttdelitft 
•wear long perriwigs, or attomies go \irtth IWot^ \ 
fe that fUch young men as would iiot be peri^iad*- 
ed to pan with thofe vanities, vi^hen they we!nt to 
liim laid them afide, and went as ^din M they 
could, to avoid the reproof which they knew they 
tnight otherwife expeA. 

He was very free and communicative in his dit 
tourfe, which he moft commonly feed on fome 
good and ufeful fubjeft, and loved for an hoar or 
two at night, to be vifited by fotae of his firientta. 
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He iieitfaer fiud nor did any thing with iiffri^atiQfi, 
but ufed a fimplicity, that W8$ both nMaral t^ 
himfelf, and very eafy to oth^era: and though he 
9erer ftndied the modes of civility or court bteodt 
ing, yet be knew not what it was to be rude of 
harfh with any, except he were imperdn^tly ad* 
drefled to in matters of juftice, then be woald mb 
fais voice a little^ and to (hake off* tbofe impor* 
tunities. 

In his furniture, and the fervice of his table, , 
snd way of living ; he liked the old plainnefs fo 
well; that as he would fet up none pf the new fa- 
shions, fo he rather aflfe£ked a coarfenefe in the 
ufe of the old ones : which wafi more the eSeSt 
of his phibfophy than difpofiiiofi, for he loved 
fine things too much at nrft : he was always of 
ian .equal temper, rather chearful than merry* 
Many wondered to fee the evennefs of his deport^ 
xnent ; in fome very fad paiTages of his life. 

Having loft one of his foos, the manner of 
'wfaofe death had fome grievous circumftances m 
it ; one coming to fee him and condole, he £iid 
to him *^ tbofe were the effefts of living long^ 
fuch muft look to fee many fad and uoacceptf- 
able things ;'' and having faid that, he went to 
other diicourfes with his ordinary freedom of 
mind ; for though he had a temper fo tender, that 
£id things were apt enough to make deep impref*- 
•fions upon him, yet the regard he had to the wif>- 
dom 2nd providence of God, and the juft eftimace 
he madejof all eternal things, did to admiratbn 
inaintain the tranquillity of hk mind, and he gave 
no occafion by idlenefs to melancholy to corrupt 
his fpiiit, but by the perpetual bent of tus 
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thoughts, he knew well how to divert them from 
being opprefled with the exceflfes of ibrrow- 
' He had a generous and noble idea of God in 
his mind, and this he found did above all othar 
icorifiderations preferve bis quiet. And indeed 
that was fo well eftablifhed in him, that noacci* 
dentSy how fudden foever, were obferved to dif> 
compdfe him : of which an eminent man of that 
profeiEon^ gave me this inftance: in the yeat 
J 666, an opinion did run through the natipn, 
** that the end of the worlc^ would come ths^ 
year/' This, whether fet on by aftrologers, or 
advanced by thofe who thought it might have fome 
relation to the number of the beaft in the Reve»i 
lation, or promoted by men of ill defigns^ to dif^ 
turb the public peace, had fpread mightily among 
the people ; and Judge Hale going that year the 
weftem circuit, it happened, that as he was on the 
bench at the affizes, a moft terrible ftorm fell out 
very unexpeftedly, accompanied with fuch flafhes^ 
ty£ lightning, and claps of thunder, that the Jike 
will hardly fall out in an age ; upon which a whif- 
>per or a rumour run through the crowd, " that 
now was the world to end, and the day of judg^ 
ment to begin,*' and at this th^e followed a ge^ 
neral confternation in the whole affembly, and all 
men forgot the bufinefe they were met about, and 
betook themfelves to their prayers : this added to 
the horror raifed by the ftorm looked very diT- 
mally ; infomuch that my author, a man of no 
ordinary refolution, and firmnefs of mind ; con* 
feffed " it made a great impreiSon on himfelf/* 
But he told me, " that he did obferve the Judge 
was not ^yf/hit zSeStedy and was going on with 
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ih^ bttfineis of the court In his ordinary manner ;'' 
from which he made this conclu(ion, ^^ that hif 
thoughts ware fo well fixed, that he believed if 
the world had been really to end, it would hav« 
giv^n him no confiderable difturbance/' 

Bat I ihall now conclude all that I (hsM fay 
concerning him, with what one of th^ gre^tei^ 
men of the profef&on of the law, fent me a$ m 
abftrad: of the chara^er he had mad^ of him ; 
%ipon loQg obfervaaon and much converie with 
inm : it wa^ JGem me, that froqi thence with th^ 
other materials, I might make foch a repr^&nta* 
tion of him to^ the world, a$ he indeed defervedf 
but I refolved not to Ared it out in ps^-cels, but u^ 
fet it down entirely as it was fent me, hoping th^t 
us the reader will be much delighted with it, £9 
thfi noble peribn that fent it, will not be offended 
With me for keeping it entire, and fetting it in thi9 
bei): li^t I could ; it begins abruptly, being de- 
igned to fupply the-defedbs cf others, from wtioi^ 
I had earlier aiul naore copious informations. 

« He would never be brought to diicourfe of 
public matters in private converfatioA, b^t i|| 
i|ueftio«s of Uw^ when any young lawyer put a 
ca^ to him be was very communicative, efpecially 
wbile he was at the bar : but when he came to thi^ 
bench, he grew more referved, and would never 
fnffer his opinion in any cafe to be known, till h# 
was i)biiged to declare it judicially ; and he con^ 
ceakid bis opinion m great eafes fp carefully, that 
th^ reft of the fudges in the fanie court could ne- 
ver perc^ve it : his reafon was, becaufe every 
Judge <^ht togiy^ ibitence ai:«ording to hi&ow^ 

H 3 
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ki die Wills of his houfes : he had gtx>d jodgman^ 
in trchicedure^ and sm excellent &culty m ccm^' 
tming well. 

He was a gemle iandlord to all his tienants^ and. ; 
was ever read^ upon any reafimable complaints^ ' 
to make abatements) for he was merciful as well 
$$ righteous^ One inftance of this was, of a wt* 
. dow that liv^ in London, and had a imall eftatta 
near his hoofe in the country : from which h^ 
rents were tU returned to her, and at a coft which 
fhe conld not well bear: (o fiie bemoaned her&lf 
to him, and he according to his readmefe to affift 
alt poor people, told her, ^* he would order bia 
Reward to take up her rents, and the returning 
ciiem fliould eoO; her nothing/' But after ttu» 
when there was a failing of rents in that country^ 
that it was necei&ry to make abatements to the | 
tenant ; yet he would have it to lie on himfelfj 
and made the widow be paid her rent as formerly^ 

Another remarkable inftance of his juftice aiul 
good&efs was, that when he found ill money had 
been put into his hands, be would never fuffer it 
to be vended again ; for he thought it was no ej(-» 
€ufe lor htm to put falfe money in other people^s 
hands, becaufe fome had put it in his: a great 
heap of this he had gathered together, for many 
had To far abufed his goodnefs, as to mix bafe 
money among the fees that were given him : It is 
like be inten&kl to have deftroyed it, but ibnie 
thieves who had obferved it, broke into his cham-* 
ber and ftole it, thinking they had got a priae j 
which he ufed to tell with fome pieafure, imagine* 
Ing how they found themfelves deceived, when 
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ibey perceivied what fort of booty they had 
fallen on. 

After he was made a Judge, he would needs 
pay more for every purchafe he made than it was 
worth ; if it had been but a horfe he was to buy, 
he. would have.out-bid the price : aqd when fome 
reprefented to him, " that he made ill bargains," 
he faid, " it became Judges to pay more for what 
they bought, than the true value ; that fo thofe 
with whom they dealt might not think they had 
any right to their favour, by having fold fuch 
things to them at an eafy rate:'* and faid it was 
fuitable to the reputation, which a Judge ought to 
preferve, to make fuch bargains, that the world 
might fee they were not too well ufed upon fome 
fecret account. 

. In fum, his eftate did fhew how little l^e had 
minded the raifing a great fortune, for from a 
, hundred pound a year, he raifed it not quite to 
nine hundred, and of this a very confiderable part 
came in by his ihare of Mr. Selden's eftate ; yet 
this, confidering his great praftice while a coun- 
fellor, and his conftant, frugal and modeft way of . 
living, was but a fmall fortune : in the Ihare that 
^ fell to him by Mr. Selden's will, one memorable 
thing was done by him, with the other executors, 
by which they both fliewed their regard to their 
dead friend, and their love of the public ; his li- 
brary was valued at fome thoufands of pounds, 
and was believed to be one of the mod curiou^ 
coUeftions in Europe : fo they refolved to keep 
' this^ entire, for the honour of Selden*s memory, 
I and. gave it to the univerfity of Oxford, where ^ 
npbie room was added to the former library' for 
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fummmg up of an evidence to a Juiy, he woull 
always require the bar to interrupt him if he dil 
miSbkCf and to put him in mind of it, if he dnt 
forget the leaft circumftance ; fome Judges ha^ 
been difturbed at this as a radenefe ; which ' 
always looked t^on as a fervice and refpeft d 
to him. 

" His whole Kfe was nothing elfe but a 
noal courfe of labour and indoftry, and when h^ 
could borrow any time from the public fervice, m 
was whoUy employed either in philofopbical o^ 
divine meditarione, and even that w«5 a pu 
fervice too as k hath proved ; for they have 
caiioned his writing cf fucfa treattfes^ as^are 
come the cfaosceft entertainment of wife and goo^ 
men, and the world hath reafon to wifli that won 
of them were printed: he that confiders the 
adive part of his life, and with what unwearied 
diligence and application of mind, he diipatcbej^ 
all men's bnfinefs which caiiie under his care,] 
will wonder how he could find any time for comj 
tenipladon: he that oonfiders a^n the varioDS ' 
fludies he pafled through, and the many collei&ioof 
and obfervations he hath made, may as judly 
wander how he could find any time for a^ion; 
bnt no man can wonder at the exemplary piety 
and innooence of fuch a fife fo fpent as this was, 
wherein as he was careful to avoid every idle 
word, ib k is manifefl he never fpent an idle day« 
They who came far fiiort of this great man^ wilt 
be apt enough to think that this is a panegyiic^ 
whidi indeed is a hiltory and but a tittle part of 
that hiftory which was with great truth to be re-l 
^"^-^ of hua : men tdio defpair of attaining foch^ 
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tarfedion, are not willing to beHeve that any maa 
ife4id'ever arrive at fuch a height. 

I- ^* He was* the greateft lawyer of the age, and 
la^igfat hav6 had what pradice he pleafed : but 
liough be did moft confcientioafly affed the la- 
tours of his profefTion, yet at the fame time,, he 
l^pifed the gain of it, and of thofe profits which 
le would allow himfelf to receive, he always fet 
ipart a tenth penny for the poor, which he ever 
Kfpenfed with that fecrecy, that they who were 
pelieved, feldom or never knew their benefaftor: 
le took more pains to avoid the honours and preJb 
i^rments of the gown, than others do to.compafs 
benu > His modefty was beyond ail example, for 
ji^here fome men who never attained to half his 
knowledge, have been puffed up with a high con- 
Beit of themfelves, and have affefted all occafions 
:>£ raifing their own efteem by depreciating othei* 
men, he on the Contrary was the moft obliging 
man that ever pradiifed : if a young gentleman 
happened to be retained to argue a point in law, 
where he was on the jcontrary fide, he would very 
E)ften mend the objeftions when he came to repeat 
them ; and always commend the gentleman if 
there were room for it, and one good word of his 
was of more advantage to a young man, than all 
the favour of the court could he" 

Having thus far purfued his hiftory and charac- 
ter, in the public and exemplary parts of his life, 
without interrupting the thread of the relation 
with what was private and domeftic, I (hall con- 
clude with a fhort account of thefe. 
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He litts twice married, hie firft wife was Afiw 
daughter of Sir Henry Moor^ of Faly in B^A/!^ 
fhire, grandchild to Sir Francis Moor, fer eant sit , 
law ; by her he had ten children, the four firft 
died young, the other fix lived to be all manied (.j 
and he outlived them all, except his ekleft daugb«j 
ter, and his youngeft fon, who are yet alive^ 
. His eldeft fon Robert married Frances the' 
daughter of Sir Francis Chock, of Avingtoa m 
Berkfhire, and they both dying a little time omm\ 
after another, left five children, two fons Matthew! 
and Gabriel, and three daughters^ Ann, Mary and 
Frances, and by the judges advice, they both maddl 
him their executor, fo he took bis grandchildrea 
into his own care, and among them he left hm 
eftate. 

His fecond fon Matthew, married Ann the 
daughter of Mr. Matthew Simmonds of Hilfley in 
Glocefterihire, who died foon after^ and left one 
fon behind him named Matthew. 

His thi^d fon Thomas married ftebekdi, tbm 
daughter of Chriftian Le Brune, a Dutch mexw 
chant, and died without iifue. 

His fourth fon Edward ; married Mary, the 
daughter of Edward Goodyere, Efq ; of Heythorp, 
in Oxfordihire, and dill lives, he has two fons, 
and three daughters. 

His eldeft daughter Mary, was married to Ed- 
ward Alderly, fon of Edward Alderly of Innifh- ' 
annon, in the County of Cork in Ireland, who 
dying, left her with two fons and three daughters ; | 
flie is fince married to Edward Stephens, fon toi 
Edward Stephens Efq ; of Chenngtcn in Qlch 
cefterftiire. His youngeft daughter Eliaeabeth^l 
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Ibu married to Edward Webb^ Elq ; barrHler at 
Ibw, ihe died kaving two diiidren^ a fon and a 
iau^ter« 

^ HiB fecond wife was Ann, the dau^ter of Mc 
i^iefh Biihop of Ely in BerkAire, by whom he 
ftad no chiklreii ; he gives her a great charader 
In his wiU^ as a mod dudfui^ £uthftil and lovinj^ 
Urife, and therefore trufted the breeding of his 
|p*andchildren to her care, and left her one of his 
jMtectttors, to whom he joined Sir Robert Jenkin- 
Ibn, and Mr, Gibbcm. So much may fuffice of 
Rbofe defoended from him. 
I 

» la after times^ it b not to be doubted bat it 
wfll be redconed no finall honour to derive from 
piim ; and this has made me more particular ill 
llreckoning up his iHue, I ihall next give an account 
«f the Iffoet of bia mind^ his books that are ekher 
^Tinted) or remabi in m^ufcript ; for die laft d£ 
thefe, by his wiii, he has forbid the printing of any 
«f them after his death, except fuch as he fliould 
^v« order £or. in bis life ; b^t he feems to have 
changed bis mind afterwards ; and to have left it 
to the difcretion of his executors, which of them 
might be printed ; for though he does not exprefs 
that, yet he ordered by a codicil, that if any book 
of his writing as well touching the common law, 
as other fubjeds fhould be printed ; then what 
. fhould be given for the confideration of the copy, 
ihould be divided into ten (hares, of which he ap- 
: pointed feven to go among his fervants, and three 
to thofe who had copied them out, and were to 
look after the impreflion. The reafon as I have 
: underflood it, that made him fo unwilling^ to have 
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any of his works printed after his death, was, tha 
he apprehended in the licenfing them, ^( which wai 
neceifary before any book could be lawfully print 
ed hy a law then in force, but iince his death de 
termined) feme things might have been ftrud 
out or altered ; which he had obferved not with 
out fome indignation, had been done to a part d 
the reports, of one whom he had much efteemed 

This in matters of law, he faid, might prove to 
be of fuch mifchievous confequence, that he therfr 
upon refolved none of his writings, ihould be at 
the mercy of licenfers ; and therefore becaufe he 
was not fure that they fhould be publifhed without 
expurgations or interpolations, he forbid the.print- 
ing any of them ; in which he afterwards made 
fome alteration, at lead he gave occafion by hh 
codicil, to infer that he altered his mind. 

This I have the more fully explained, that hii 
laft will may be no way mifunderftood, and that 
his worthy executors, and his hopeful grandchil- 
dren,, may not conclude themfelves to be under an 
indifpenfible obligation, of depriving the public of 
his Excellent writings* / j 
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A Catcdogue of Booh ^written by Sir 
Matthew Hak. 



' Ih.^ The primitive Origination of Mankind, 
confidered and examined according to the light 
of nature, fol, 

[^. Contemplations moral and divine, part 1. 8vo. 

' ^ Contemplations moral and divine, part 2« 8vo. 

4*. DifEciles Nugse,- or ofafervations touching the 
Torricelfian experiment, and the various folu- 

^ tions of the fame, efpecially- touching the weight 
and Elafticity of the air, 8vo, 

' S. An E0ay touching the gravitation, or non- 
gravitation of fluid bodies, and the reafons 
thereof, Syo. 

6. Obfervations touching the principles of natural 
motions, and efpecially touching rarefaftion, 
and condenfation ; together with a reply to cer- 
tain remarks touching the gravitation of fluids, 
^vo* 

7- The life and death of Pomponias Atticus, writ- 
ten by his contemporary and acquaintance Cor- 
nelius Nepos, translated out of his fragments ; 
together with obfervations political and moral 
thereupon, Svo. 

8» Pleas of the crown, or a methodical fummary 
of the principal matters relating to that fubje£t, 
Svo. . 
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His nUeittfulners extended even 16 hid i 
for when the horfes that he had kept lotig, 
etd» he would not fuflPer them to be fold^ or i 
i;rrought9 but ordered hie men to turn the^i 
on his grounds, and put them only to eafy wq 
fuch as going to market and the like j he 
bid dogs aifo with the feme care : hia fli€ 
having one that was become blind v^h age, 
intended to have killed or loft him, but the Ju(j 
coming to hear of it, made one of hia ferya 
bring him home, and fed him till he died 
be was fcarce erer feeh more angry thad with < 
of his fenrants for neglefting a ^rd, that he ke 
fo that it died for want of fooA 

He was a great encourager of all young 
fons, that he faw followed their books diligently 
to whom he nfed to give dire&ions coupe 
the method of their ftudy, with a humaimy 
ivreetnefs, that wrought much on alt that 
near him : and in a fmiling pleafaiit way^ he would 
admonifli them, if he faw any thing amife in them t 
particularly if they went too fkit in.t4ieir clothes, 
lie would tell them, ** it did not beeoma thtk 
profefSon :*' he was not pleafed to fee ftttdentl 
Wear long perriwigs, or attomies go with iVottli j 
f6 that fUch young men as would not be perf«ui- 
ed to part with thofe vatiities. When they weM te 
liim laid them afide, and went as pisrfn M they 
CdUld, to avoid the reproof which they knew they 
might otherwife expcft. 

He was very free and communicative in bis ££ 
tburfe, which he moft commonly fixed on foto^ 
good and ufeful fubjeft, and loved for an hoerot 
two at night, to be vifiled by fota^ df his £ri^tla. 
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aeidier iaU n^or did any thing with nffi^flatiQUs 

ufed a fimplicity, that wsw both n^itural td 

>lf, and very eaiy to othera : and though he 

rer ftudkd the mod«s of civility or cpurt bre^t 

^9 yet he knew not what it was to b^ rude of 

with any, except he were impertinently ad<» 

»ffed to in matters of juftice, then be would raife 

voice a little, and fo fhake off- tbofe impor* 

'ities. 

In his furniture, and the fervice of his table, 
\d way of living ; he liked the old plainnefs (b 
rell^' that as he would fet up none of the new far 
lions, fo he rather aflfedied a coarfenefs in the 
life of the old ones : which wafi more the effeft 
of his pfaibfophy than difpofltion, for he loved 
^ne things too much at nrft : he was always of 
Imn .equal temper, rather chearful than merry* 
Many wondered to fee the evennefs of his deports 
ment ; in fome very fad paffages of bia life. 

Having loft one of his fona, the manner of 
vhofe death had fome grievous circumftances lit 
it ; one coming to fee him and condole, he &td 
to him '^ thofe were the effefts of living long^ 
fvch muft look to fee many fad and unaeceptf* 
able things ;'' and having faid that, be went to 
other difcourfes with bis ordinary freedom of 
mind ; for though be had a temper fo tender, that 
lad thills were apt enough to make deep impre& 
•fions upon him, y^ the regard he had to the wifr 
dom and providence of God, and the juft eftimate 
he madejof all eternal thmgs, did to sdmiration 
inamiain the tranquillity of hi« mind, and he gave 
no occasion by idlenefa to melancholy to corrupt 
his fpirat,. but by the perpetual bent of bis 

H 2 
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To thefe I fliall add the catalogue of the 
manufcripts, which he left to the Ho- 
nourable Society of Lincolns-Inn, \^ith 
that part of his Will that concerns them. 




Item, as a teftimony of my honour and 
refpeft to the fociety of Lincolns-Inn, where I had 
the greateft of my education ; Jfrgive and bequeath 
to that honourable fociety the feverat manufcript 
books, contained in a fchedule annexed to my 
Will: They are a treafure worth having and h 
ing, which I have been near forty years in g; 
ing, with very great induftry and expence : 
defire is, that they be kept fafe, and all togethel 
in remembrance of me ; they were fit to be bound 
in leather and chained, and kept in archives: I 
defire they may not be lent out, or difpofed of: | 
only if I happen hereafter, to have any of my po- 1 
fterity of that fociety that defires to tranfcribe any 
book and give very good caution to reftore it a- 
gain in a prefixed time, fuch as the benchers of 
that fociety in council fhall approve of; th^i, 
and not otherwife, only one book at one timel may 
be lent out to them by the fociety fo that there be 
no more but one book of thofe books abroad out 
of the library at one time. They are a treafure 
that are not fit for every mans view ; nor is every 
man capable of making ufe of them: Only I 
would have nothing of thefe books printed, but 
entirely preferved together, for the ufe of the in- 
duftrious learned members of that fociety. 
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A Catalogue of the Bookis given by him 
to Lifleolns-Inn,«KX>rdingto theSch©^ 
dule annexed to his WiU. 



Pjlacita de tenq)ore Regis Iohannis» 1 voU 
ftitche4. 

Placita coram Rege E. 1. two vol. 

Pladta coram Rege £. 2, one val. 

Placita coram Rege £. S, three vol. 

(j^citg coram Rege R. 2, one vol. 

' n|rita coram Rege H. 4. H. 5. one vol. 

ta de Bancp, £• 1. a)>aiiQo 1, ad mtojm £1^ 
one vol. 

.Tpaafcripts of many pleas, coram Rege H de ban- 
co £• 1. one vol. 

TJie pleas in the exchequer. Ailed ComoBLunia, 
from 1 E. 3. to 46. E. 3, 5. vol. 

<]3ofe rolls of king lohn^ verbatim, of the moft 
material things, one vol. 

The principal matters in the clole and patent rolls 
of H. 3. traafcribed verbatim, from 9 H. S. .<p 
56 H. 3, 5 vol. vellum marked K. L. r 

The princ^l matters' in the friofe and palent wViy 
E. 1. with feveral copies asid aiblttrafis of re- 
cords, one vol. marked F. 

A long book of abftrafts of records, by. me. 

Clofeand patent rolls, from 1 to E. 3. and other 
irecQrds of the tiqieipf H. £. jone voJL marked ^. 

Clofe Rolls of 15 E. 3. with other recoxd^/One 
vol* marked Nt 

IS. 
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Clofe Rolls from 17 to 38 E. 3. two vol. 

Clofe and patent Rolls from 40. £. 3. to 50. £• 

S. one vol. marked B. 
Clofe Rolls of £. 2. with other records, one vol. R. 
Clofe and patent rolls, and charter rolls in the 

time of king John for the clergy, one vol. 
A great volume of records of feveral natures, G. 
The Leagues of the kings of England, teaipore 

E. 1. £• 2. E. 8. one vol. 
A book of antient leagues and military provifion8», 

one vol. 
The. reports of Iters, of Derby, Nottingham and 

Bedford, tranfcnbed, one vol. 
Itenera Foreft de Pickering et Lancafter, tran- 

fcript ex originali, one vol. 
•An ancient reading very large upon charta de fo^ 

refta, and of the foreft laws. 
The tranfcript of the Iter Forefta de dean, 1 vol. 
Quo warranto and liberties of the county of Glo- 

cefter, with the pleas of the chace of Kings^ 

wood, one vol. 
Tranfcript of the black-book of the admiralty, 

laws of the army, impofitions and feveral ho* 

nours; on^vol. 
Records of patents, inquifitions, &c. of the coun- 
ty of Leicefter, one vol. * 
Mufter and military provifions of all forts, ex- 

trafted from the records, one vol. 
Gervafius Tilburienfis, or the black book of the 

exchequer, one voL 

The kii^s title to the pre-emption of Tin, a thin 
vol. 
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(Calender of the refcords in the tower, a fmall vol. 
A Mifcellany of divers records, orders, and other 

things of various natures, marked E. 1 vol. 
Another of the like nature in leather-cover, 1 voK 

A book of divers records and things relating to * 

the Chancery, one vol. 
Titles of honour and pedigrees, efpecially touchy 

ing CliflFord, one vol. 
Hiftory of the marches of Wales collefled by me, 

1 vol. 
Certain colle£iions touching titles of honour, one 

vol. ' 

Copies of feveral records touching premunire, 
I 1 vol. 

£xtrad: of commiffions tempore, H. 7. H. 8. R. 
• and the proceedings in the court military, b&- 

tween Ray and Ranafey ; one vol. 
Petitions in parliament tempore, E. 1. E. 2. E. 3. 

H. 4. three vol. 
Summons of parliament, from 49. H. S. to 22* 

E. 4 ; in three voL 
The parliament rolls from the beginning of E. 1. 

to the end of R. 3. in 19. volumes, viz. one of 

E. 1. one of E. 2. with the ordinations, two of 

E. 3. three of R. 2. two of H. 4. two of H. 5. 

four of H. 6. three of E. 4. one of R, 3. all 

tranfcribed at large. 
JMr. Elfmgs book touching proceedings in parlia- 

ment, 1. vol. 
Noye*s coUeftions touching the kings fupplies, 

1 vol. ftitched. 
A book of various coile&ions out of records and 
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He tms tirice married, his firft wife tvas Atm 
daughter of Sir Henry Mow, of Faly m fieiM 
(hire, grandchild to Sir f rancis Moor, fer eant 
Ikw ; by her he had ten children, the four " 
died young, the other fix lired to be all married 
and he outlived them all, except his eldeft dai 
ter, and his youngeft fon, who are yet alive* 

His eldeft fon Robert married Frances 
daughter of Sir Francis Chock, of Avington im 
Berkfliire, and they both dying a little time om 
after another, left five children, two fons Matthe^ 
and Gabriel, and three daughters, Ann, Mary ant 
Frances, and by the judges advice, they both madill 
him their executor, lb he took his grandchildreii 
into his own care, and among them he left Ui 
eftate. 

His fecond fon Matthew, married Ann thi 
daughter of Mr. Matthew Simmonds of Hilfley la 
Glocefterfliire, who died foon after, and left ou 
fon behind him named Matthew. 

His thi^d fon Thomas married Aebekah, tht 
daughter of Chriilian Le Brune, a Dutch ma^ 
chant, and died without iflue. 

His fourth fon Edward ; married Mary, the 
daughter of Edward Goody ere, Efq ; of Hey thorp, 
in Oxfordfliire, and ftili lives, he has two fons, 
and three daughters. 

His elded daughter Mary, was married to £d« 
ward Alderly, fon of Edward Alderly of Innifh- 
annon, in the County of Cork in Ireland, who 
dying, left her with two fons and three daughters ; 
ihe is fince married to Edward Stephens, fon to 
Edward Stephens Efq; of Cherington in Olo» 
cefter(hire« His youngeft daughter Elisabeth^ 
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DaquifttioAes de Legibus Walli^, one voL collec- 
tions or records touching knighthood. 

TH^sofhoaour, Setdeni, onevoh 

Mathematics and fortifications, one vol. 

Proceffus Curiss militaris, one vol. 

A book of honour ditched, one vol. 

Kxtra£ls out of the regiftry of Canterbury. 

Copies of fev^al records touching proceedings in 
the military court, 1 vol. 

Abftrads of fummons and rolls of parliament, out 
of the book Dunelm, and fome records alpha- 
betically digefted, one vol. 

Abftrads of divers records in the office of firft 
ff uits, one vol. ftitched. 

Mathematical and Aftrological calculations, 1 vol* 

A book of divinity. 

Two large repofitorjes of records, marked A» 
and B. 

[^All thofe above are in Folio. "] 

The proceedings of the forrefts of Windfor, 

Dean and Eflex, in quarto, one volume. 

... 

{Thofe thatfoUoxCy are moft of them in vellum 
or parchment.'] 

Two books of old ftatutes, one ending, H. 

7. The other, 2. H. 5. with the fums, in 

two vol. . 
Five laft years of E. 2. one vol. 
Reports tempore, E. 2. one vol. 
The year book of R. 2. and fome others, one voL 
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any of his works printed after his death, was, thai 
he apprehended in the licenfing them, "(which was! 
neceifary before any book could be lawfully prinUi 
ed hy a law then in force, but iince his death dd 
termined) feme things might have been ftruclij 
out or altered ; which he had obferved not withj 
put fome indignation, had been done to a part ofl 
the reports, of one whom he had much e{leemed.| 

This in matters of law, he faid, might prove to 
be of liich miichievous confequence, that he there- 
upon refolved none of his writings, ihould be at 
the mercy of licenfers ; and thereFore becayfe he 
was not fure that they fhould be publifhed without 
expurgations or interpolations, he forbid the.print- 
ing any of them ; in which he afterwards mada 
fbme alteration, at lead he gave occafion by his 
codicil, to infer that he altered has mind. 

This I have the more fully explained^ that hii 
laft willmay be no way mifunderftood, and that 
his worthy executors, and his hoprful grandchild 
dren,. may not conclude themfelves to be under an 
•indifpenfible obligation, of depriving the public of 
fa^ Excellent writings* 
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* A Catalogue of Booh ncrittm by Sir 
Matthew Hak. 



Ih.^ The primitive Origination of Mankind, 

confidered and examined according to the light 

of nature, fol. 
/2. Contemplations moral and divine, part 1. 8vo. 
' .5« Contemplations moral and divine, part 2« 8vo. 
^. DifEciles Nugse,- or ofafervations touching the 

Torricellian experiment, and the various folu- 
' tions of the fame, efpeciallytouchuog the weight 

and Elafticity of the air, 8vo. 

5. An Eflay touching the gravitation, or non- 
gravitation of fluid bodies, and the reafons 
thereof, Svo. 

6. Obfervations touching the principles of natural 
motions, and efpecially touching rarefa£don, 
and condenfation ; together with a reply to cer- 
tain remarks touching the gravitation of fluids, 
8vo* 

7. The life and death of Pomponias Atticus, writ- 
ten by his contemporary and acquaintance Cor- 
nelius Nepos, tranilated out of his fragments ; 
together with obfervations political and moral 
thereupon, 8vo. 

8. Pleas of the crown, or a methodical fummary 
of the principal matters relating to that fubje£t, 
Svo. . 
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make it pals down to the next with a clearer ao-j 
thority, ^ ' 

I ihall purfue his praife no further in my ownj 
words, but ihall add what the prefent lord Chan-j 
cellor of England faid concerning him, when be' 
delifered the commiffion to the lord Chief Jufticej 
Rainsford, who fucceeded him in that office, he 
|:>egan in this mannerr ■ . ^ 

' The vacancy of the feat of the chief juftice cfj 
this court, and that by a way and means fo unufual \ 
as the relignation of him, that lately held it, and^ 
this too proceeding from fo deplorable a caufe, as 
the infirmity of that body, which began to fbrfake 
the ableft mind that ever prefided here^ hath filled 
the kingdom with lamentations, and given the: 
king many and penfive thoughts, how to fupply 
that vacancy again. And a little after fpeaking 
to his fucceffor, he faid, the very labours of the 
place, and that weight >nd fatigue of bufinefs 
which attends it, are no {mall difcouragements;' 
for what fhoulders may not juftly fear that bur-i 
iden which made him ftoop that went before you ? 
Yet I confefs you have a greater difieouragement 
than the mere burden of your place, and that is, i 
the inimitable example of your laft predeceffor : J 
Onero/um ejifuccedere bono PrincipijW^ the fay-j 
ing of him in the Panegyric; and you will findj 
it fo too that are to fucceed fuch a chief juftice,' 
of fo indefetjgable an ihduftry, fo invincible a pa- 
tience, exemplary an integrity, and fo magnani-j 
inous a contempt of worldly things, without which' 
no man can be truly great ; and to all this a manj 
that was fo abfolute a mafter of the fcience of the 
law, and even of the mod abftrufe and hidden 
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jpaits of it, that one may truly lay of hb fibpw^ 
ledge in the law, what St. Auguftm fa»i of iSt/ 
prom's knowledge in diyi&ity/ QuedHiermtaul 
nefciwu nullus mortalium unquam fciviu . '^ AeuSl 
therefore the king would not fuflfer himfelf to part 
with fq great a man, lillhe had placed upon him 
,all the marks of bounty and efteem, which his re- 
tired and weak condition was capable of/ "7 

Xo this high charader, in which theekpreffiois^jp 
as they well become the eloquence, of him \irJia 
pronounced them, fo they do agree exa&ly tdtfae 
,fubje&, without the abatements that are often tb 
be made for riietoric ; I ihali add that part of tha 
lord Chief Jiiftice's anfwer, in which he fpeaks of 
his predeceffor. 

- — — * A perfon in whom his eminent virtues, 
and deep learning, have long managed a conteft 
for the fuperiority, which is not decided to this 
day, nor will it ever be determined I fuppofe; 
which (hall get the upper hand. A perfon that 
has fat in this court many years, of whofe adions 
there I have been an eye and ear witnefs, that by 
the greatnefs of his learning always charmed his 
auditors to reverence and attention : A perfon of 
\i^hom I may boldly fay, that as former times can- 
not fliew any fuperior to him, fo I am confident 
fucceeding and future will never fliew any equal : 
thefe confiderations heightened by what I have 
heard from your lordfliip concerning him, made 
me anxious and doubtful, and put me to a (land, 
how I fhould fucceed fo /able, fo good, fo great a 
man : It doth very much trouble me, that I who 
in comparifon of him am but like a candle light- 
ed in the fun-ihine, or like a glow-worm at mid» 

K 
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dajr^ ftould fucceed fo great a perfen, that is 
wBl be fo enimentlj ramous to all pofterity : 
I muft ever wear this motto in my hreail to 
fort jne, and in my adieus to excufe me^ 

SequkuTy quamvis turn pqffibm 4fqms j 

Thus were panegyrics made upon him while 
yet alive, in that fame court of juftice which he 
had fo worthily governed. As he was honoured 
while he lived, fo he was much lamented when he 
died : And this will flill be acknowledged as a juft 
inficription for his memory, though his modeft} 
forbid any fiich to be put on his tombftone» 

THAT HE WAS ONE OP THE GREATEST PAT- 
TERNS THIS AGE HAS AFFORDED, WHETHER IN 
HIS PRIVATE DEPORTMENT AS A CHRISTIAN, 
OR IN HIS PUBLIC EMPLOYMENTS, EITHER AT 
THE BAR OR ON THE BENCH* 
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Clofe Rolls from 17 to 38 E. 3. two vol. 

Clofe and patent Rolls from 40. £. 3. to 50. £. 
3. one vol. marked B. 

Clofe Rolls of £• 2. with other records, one vol. R. 

Clofe and patent rolls, and charter rolls in the 
time of king John for the clergy, one vol. 

A great volume of records of feveral natures, G. 

The Leagues of the kings of England, teaipore 
E. 1. £• 2. E. 3. one vol. 

A book of antient leagues and military provifions, 
one vol. 

The reports of Iters, of Derby, Nottingham and 
Bedford, tranfcnbed, one vol. 

Itenera Forefl de Pickering et Lancafter, tran- 
fcript ex originali, one vol. 

•An ancient reading very large upon charta de fo-- 
refta, and of the foreft laws. 

The tranrcript of the Iter Forefta de dean, 1 vol. 

Quo warranto and liberties of the county of Glo- 
cefter, with the pleas of the chace of Kings- 
wood, one vol. 

Tranfcript of the black-book of the admiralty, 
laws of the army, impofitions and feveral ho« 
nours; on^vol. 

Records of patents, inquifitions, &c. of the coun- 
ty of Leicefter, one vol. 

Mufter and military provifions of all forts, ex- 
traded from the records, one vol. 

Gervafms Tilburienfis, or the black book of the 
exchequer, one vol. 

The kii\gs title to the pre-emption of Tin, a thin 

vol. 
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Calender of the refcords in the tower, a fmall vol, 
. A Mifcellany of divers records, orders, and other 

things of various natures, marked £• 1 vol. 
Another of the like nature in leather-cover, 1 vol. 

A book of divers records and things relating to ' 

the Chancery, one vol. 
Titles of honour and pedigrees, efpecially toucb-i 

ing CliflFord, one vol. 
Hiftory of the marches of Wales coUefted by me, 

1 vol. 
. Certain colle6tions touching titles of honour, one 

vol. 
Copies of feveral records touching premunire, 

1 vol. 
Extract of commilfions tempore, H. ?• H. 8. R. 

and the proceedings in the court military, b&* 

tween Ray and Ramfey ; one vol. 
Petitions in parliament tempore, E. 1. E. 2. E. 3, 

H. 4. three vol. 
Summons of parliament, from 49. H. S. to 22. 

E. 4 ; in three vol; 
The parliament rolls from the beginning of E. I. 

to the end of R. 3. in 19. volumes, viz. one of 

E. 1 . one of E. 2. with the ordinations, two of 

E. 3. three of R. 2. two of H. 4. two of H. 5. 

four of H. 6. three of E. 4. one of R, 3. aU 

tranfcribed at large. 
.Mr. Elfings book touching proceedings in parlia- 
ment, 1. vol. 
Noye's coUeftions touching the kings fupplies, 

1 vol. ftitched. 
A book of various coUedions out of records and 
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of it : wbidi is accompanied with the jpi 
eft delight, and attended with the taw h 
iid content imaginable : I &j, the natin 
of Religion, wherein it confiib, and w!^ 
it requires : The mifiake of which pi 
duceth daily fo many mifchiefe and incoi 
veniencies in the worlds and expofeth 
good a name to fo much reproadi 
iheweth, it confifteth not in £urp] 
fi<»)s and glorious pretences, but in 
pra^ice ; not in a pertinacious adh 
to any fe^> or party, but in a fincere Ioti 
of goodneis^ and diflike of naughtin( ' 
wherever difcovering itfelf ; not in vain 
tentations and flourifhes of outward per^ 
formance, but in an inward good a)mplex«* 
ion of mind, exiting itfelf in works d 
true devotion and charity, not in a nice 
orthodoxy^ or politic fubjed;ion a£ ouf 
judgments to the peremptoiy dictates m 
men ; but in a lincere love of truth, and' 
hearty approbation and compliance with 
the dodtrines fundamentally good and ne- 
eeflkry to be believed : Not in harlh cen-» 
faring, and virulently inveighing againfl 
others, but in careful amending our own 
ways : Not in a peevifh croflhefe and ob- 
ftinate repugnancy to received laws and 
cuftoms ; but in a quiet and peaceable 
fubmilTion to the exprefs laws of God, and 
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lawful commands of men : Not in a fiiri- 
pus zeal for or againft trivial circumftances^ 
iL>ut in a confcionable pra6tifing the iub- 
ftantial parts of Religion : Not in a fre- 
quent talking, or contentious difputing a- 
Ibout it ; but in a ready obfervance of the 
unqueilionable rules and precepts of it. In 
9L word, true Religion conlill^i in nothing 
elfe, but doing what becomes our relation 
to God, in a conformity or fimihtude to 
liis nature, and in a willing obedience to 
his holy will, to which by potent incen- 
tives, it allures and perfuades us, by re- , 
pre tenting to us his tranfcendent glorious 
attributes/ 
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The ends and ufes rfitj and the errors if 
men touching it. 

TRUE religion is the greateft improTement, 
advantage, and privilege of human nature ; 
and thai which gives it the nobleft and higheft 
pre-eminence above other vifible creatures. 

We may obferve in many brute beafts and 
birds, admirable inftin£ts, dexterities, and faga* 
cities ; and 4n fome of them fome 4ark refem- 
blances of reafon or ratiocination : but religion is 
fo appropriate to the humiam nature, that there 
are fcarce any Tort of men, but have fome religion : 
^nor do the moft fubtile or fagacious brutes afford 
any figns thereof, as communicated to their 
natures. 

It is one of the chiefeft mercies and bleffings 
lliat almighty God hath afforded to the children 
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of men, and that which fignally manifefts his piQ 
Tidential care towards, and over them, that in ) 
ages, and among all nations, he hath given I 
them ibme means and helps to difcover unta 
them, though in different degrees, fome princi] 
fentiments of true religion : 1. By the fecret cl 
n&ers, and impreffions, and ftrudures thereof 
their minds and confdences. 2. By his glorioi 
and admirable works, commonly called the worl 
of nature. 3. By fienal providences, and provi- 
dential regimen of the . world. 4w By railing 
men in all ages of great wifdom, obfervation, 
learning, which did inftru£t the more ignorant 
this great concernment, the rudiments of nati 
religion. 5. By traditionary tranfmifEon of many 
important truths and directions of life, from an* 
ceftors to their pofterity, and others : diough k\ 
procefs of time, evil cuftoms and evil men, didJ 
m a great meafure, impair and corrupt the fentin 
ments and pradices of men, notwithdanding thda 
helps. Therefore the fame mercy and goodneiy 
of God, for the prefervation and propagatioa o^ 
the true religion, was pleafed to fubflitute a more 
fixed and permanent means: namely, the holy 
Scriptures, or divine Revelations, committed to 
writing in the books of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment. Though the religion delivered ia both 
Teftaments, be in fubftance the fame; yet the 
true religion was more fully, and plainly, and dif- 
tindly deliv^ed by Chrift, and his apoftles in the 
New Teftament, together alfo with fome additi- 
onal inftrudions for the better prefervation and 
•"-'^""'T^ation thereof to mankind ; and divers ad- 
evidences to prove and manifeft the truth 
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^f this religion, to procure its belief and accepta« 
lion : as the birth, miracles, death, refurredioH 
and afcenfion of Jefus Chrift, the great reformer 
of the Jewiih, and great inftitutor of the Chriftian 
religion, fo called from Chrift, that taught and 
aflerted it. The Chriftian religion is the moft 
perfe6t rule of our duty to God, ourfelves, and 
others; and was deiigned principally for thefe 
great ends. 

1. To reftore to the glorious God, the honour, 
duty, and obedience of his creature, man ; teach- 
ing him to know, to glorify and ferve bis Creator, 
to be thankful to him, to fubmit to his will, to 
obey his law and command, to be thankful for 
his mercies, to acknowledge him in all his ways, 
to call upon him, to worihip him, to depend upon 
him, to walk fincerely in his fight, to admire and 
adore his greatnefs and goodnefs in all his works, 
efpecially in the great work of the redemption of 
mankind by his Son Chrift Jefus. 

2. To enable man to attain everlaftiiig happi- 
nefs, the perpetual vifion of the glorious God, 
and to fit and prepare him to be a partaker of the 
inheritance of the faints in light and glory. 

S. To compofe and fettle mankind in fuch a 
decent and becoming reditude, order, and de- 
portment in this world, as may be fuitable to the 
exift^ice of a reafonable nature, and the good of 
mankind : which coiififts principally in a double 
relation, 1. To a man's felf, fobriety. 2. To 
others, which confift in thofe two great habits or 
difpofitions beneficent to mankind, viz. righteouf* 
nefs or juftice, and charity or love and benefit 
cence. 
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Thefe three great ends are fuccmaiy delivered, 
Tit. u. 1 1, 12. " For the grace of God that brinj 
eth falvation hath appeared unto all men, teacl 
ing us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
ve fliould live foberly, righteoufly, and godly, m 
this prefent world.*' Here we have thefe three 
ends of Chriftian religion. ' 1. Godlinefs, or our 
duty to God. 2. Salvation, or our own everlaft^ 
ing happinefs. 3. Sobriety, righteoufnefs, which 
alfo includeth charity, a part of evangelical righ- 
teoufnefs. 

And becaufe Chriftian religion was intended 
and inftituted for the good of mankind, whether 
poor or rich, learned or unlearned, fimple or pru«* 
dent, wife or weak, it was fitted with fuch plain, 
eafy, and evident directions, both for things to be 
known, and things to be done, in order to the at^ 
tainment of the end for which it was deifigned, 
that might be underftood by any capacity, that 
had the ordinary and common ufe of reafon or 
human underftanding, and by the common aiiift- 
ance of the divine grace, might be pradifed by 
them. 

The Credenda^ or things to be known and be- 
lieved, as limply neceifary to thofe ends, are but 
few, and intelligible, briefly delivered in that fum- 
jnary of Chriftian religion, ufually called the A- 
poftles creed. 

The Agenda^ or things to be done or forebome, 
are thofe few and excellent precepts, delivered by 
Chrift and his Apoftles, in that little book of the 
New Teftament, and yet even the tenth part of 
that little book will contain all the precepts of 
Chriftian duty and obedience cont^ed in that 
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book : and in brief, the baptifmal covenant, as it 
is contained in the liturgy, and explanation there- 
of in the church catechifm ufed among us, toge- 
ther with the precept of the decalogue, contain in 
eSedt a fummary or brief epitome of our Chriftian 
duty. 

And certainly it was neceflary and becoming 
the wifdom of the mod wife God, and that reli- 
gion and dpftrine, which equally concerned men 
of all kinds and capacities, fhould be accordingly 
accommodated, as might be ufeful for all. If the 
doSrine or precepts of Chriftian religion fhould 
have been delivered in over fublime^ or feraphical 
expreffions, in high rhetorical raptures, in intri- 
cate and fubtil phrafes or ftile, or if it fliould have 
been furcharged with a multitude of particulars, 
it would have been like a fealed book, to the far 
greateft part of mankind, who yet were; equally 
concerned in the bufinefs and end of religion, 
with the greateft philofophers and clerks ui the 
world. 

Upon what hath been faid, we may therefore 
conclude, 

1. That there is not, and indeed may hot be 
any great difficulty in the attaining of a true fav- 
ing knowledge of Chriftian religion. 

2. That the duties of Chriftian religion are not 
of fo vaft an extent, but the knowledge of them 
may be alfo attained by an ordinary capacity, wil- 
ling to learn. 

3. That confidering that God Almighty is ne- 
ver wanting with his grace to aflift thofe that ftn- 
cerely endeavour and defire to obey him and ferve 
him, it is not fo difficult a bufinefs to perform an 

h 2 
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evangelical obedience to the precepts of the got* 
pel, I fay, an evangelical obedience, though not a 
peifed obedience ; an obedience that is fincere, 
though many times weak, and failings, which ne- 
verthelefs are forgiven, and their fincere, though 
imperfeft obedience accepted by Almighty God, 
through the merits and intercei&on of Chrift, and 
our own humiliation and fincere repentance for 
our failings. 

And, 4. That when all is done, in this belief 
and this obedience, confifts our Chrift ian religion. 
This is the one thing neceffary, the Magnum 0- 
fortetj which is of higheft concernment and great- 
eft importance to mankind. 
* But now, if we do but look about us in the 
world, and obferve and confider the matters, 
wherein men for the moft part, do place religion, 
we (hall find quite another kind of rate and nature 
of religion, than what Chrift inftituted or intend- 
ed, and yet all veiled and fhrouded under the 
name of Chriftian religion ; and greater weight 
and ftrefs laid upon them, than upon the true, 
real, grand impofts of Chriftian religion. 

I. I Ihall begin with the fubtihies of , great 
fcholars, fchoolmen, and fcholaftic divine$. 
Thefe have turned Chriftian religion into a moft 
curious and difficult fpeculation, and that which 
was defigned by Chrift Jefus as a plain* diredion 
to every capacity, to be a guide to a righteous, 
holy, and fober life here, and to attain everlafting 
life hereafter, they have (made) a mere exercife 
of wit, and a piece of greater fubtilty than the 
abftrufeft philofophy or metaphyfics. And this 
they have done principally thde ways. 
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1 • By difputes about queftions, that as they are 
not in themfelves neceffary to be known, fo they 
are in their own nature itnpofSble for human un- 
derftanding to determine.: as for inftance ; many, 
if not all, the points controverted between the 
i\.rminians and Calvinifts, as touching the man- 
ner of the decrees of God, what kind of influ- 
ence he hath upon the wills of men. The manner 
of the divine knowledge of things future, contin- 
gent, or poflible. The refiftibility or irrefiflibility 
of divine grace. The nature of eternity, and in- 
finitude, and indivifibility. The manner of the 
exiftence of the three Perfons in the unity of eC- 
fence. The nature of angels and fpirits ; the 
manner and degrees, and method of their know- 
ledge of things ; their feveral ranks and orders, 
and infinite more fpeculgtions and difputes of 
things that do not in their own nature fall under 
the difcovery of human underftanding, by the or- 
dinary courfe of ratiocination, and are impoflible 
to be known further than they are diftinflly re- 
vealed by Almighty God, and as it was induftri- 
oufly kept fecret by Almighty God, becaufe they 
are not of ufe to mankind to be known. It is 
far more poffible for a child of three years old, to 
have a true conception of the itioft abftrufe points 
in philofophy, or in the myftical reafons of ftate 
or politic government of a kingdom, than for the 
wifeft man that ever was, without revelation from 
God, to have any tolerable conception or notion 
of things of this nature, with any tolerable cer- 
tainty or evidenceb 

2. Again, there are other points difputed which 
are of a lower allay, and yet not to be diftin^Uy 
h S 
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known without more clear revelation than 'we ye 
•have of it, nor yet of any neceffity for us diftiad 
ly to know : as for inftance, concerning the na 
ture and manner of tranfmiffion of original fin 
how far the fins of immediate or remote parents 
affed their pofterity with guilt or punifliment 
the origination of the human foul : how far th 
efficacy of the facrifice of Chrift was intentionally 
for all men ; concerning the means of com muni*, 
cation thereof to infants, ideots, and the invincibl]| 
ignorant : what is the real confequence of baptifiS 
of infatnt^, or its omiffion ; how far the will of i 
man is operative to his converfion, or perfever- 
ance ; wherein the formal nature of juftificatiod 
confifts; how far forth faith fingly b fufficient 
for it, without fan&ification and habitual holinefe 
at laft, and how far forth the fincere love of God,- 
by a perfon invincibly ignorant of many, or moil 
points of Chriftian religion is fufficient thereunto ; 
concerning the eftate of the feparate foul before 
the laft judgment, and bow far it enjoys the bea- 
tifical vifion before the refurreftion. 

Difputes touching thefe, and the like difficult 
queftions, have blown up men's fancies with fpe- 
culations, inftead of filling their hearts with the 
true and genuine effefts of Chriftian religion. 

It is true, that phyficians and naturalifts do, 
and may make enquiries into the method and 
progrefs of generation, and digeftion, and fangui- 
iGication, and the motion of the chyle, the blood, 
the humours : for, 1. They have means of accefs 
to the difcovery thereof by difl*e£lion and obferva-. 
tion. And, 2. It is of fome ufe to them in their 
fcience, and the exercife thereof* But when all 
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^ done, a man of a found^conftitution digefts his 
aeat, and his blood circulates, and his feveral vef- 
els and entrails perform their offices, though he 
mew not diftindly the method of their motions 
ind operations. But thefe fpeculations above 
nentioned, in points of divinity as they are not 
>oflible to be dUKndly determined with any cer« 
ainty, fo they are of little ufe to be known. 

If the heart be feafoned with the trueluiowledge 
>f the things that are revealed, and with the life 
3f the Chriftian religion, and the love of God, it 
Bi^ill be effedual enough to order his life, and 
t>ring him to everlafting happinefs, though he be 
fiot, like an exquifite anatomifl, acquainted with a 
diftind comprehenfion or knowledge of the feve- 
cal difficult enquiries of this nature. Believe 
what is required by the word of God to be be- 
lieved, and do your duty, as by that word is di- 
refted ; fo that the life of religion, and the love 
of God be once fet on foot in the foul, and there 
nourifhed, and commit yourfelf to the faithfulnefs 
and goodnefs of God, and this will be efFedual to; 
the great end of religion, though all thefe difputes 
be laid afide. 

3. Again, A third mifchief of fcholaftics, is, in 
relation to practics:. 1. Some cafuiftical divines 
have fo diftinguifhed concerning religious exter- 
nal duties, that they have left little practical reIi-> 
gion or morality in the world, and by their fubtil 
curious diftin&ions, have made almoft every thing 
lawful, and with the Pharifees, in the time of our 
Saviour, have made void the laws of God, (and 
of man alfo) by their traditions and diftindions : 
fo that religion towards God, and all righteoufneisi 
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and fobriety, is fo thin and narrow, and ful 
that by their dodrine of probability, and cafi 
iftial diftin&ions, all the bones thereof are looCi 
ed. It would be too long to give inftances in par^ 
ticular: The late velitations in France betwi 
fome of the Popifh Priefts and Jefuits, fumiih 
world with inftances enough of thi^ kind. 

IL The fecond inftance is this, the turning %m.^ 
the greateft part of religion into politic contriv* 
ances, for attaining or upholding power, wealth, 
or intereft. 

There have been inftances many in this kind 
among fecular princes and ftates, this was the a^ 
of Jeroboam to fet up idolatrous religion in Sa» 
maria, for preventing a return of the ten tribes to 
the hdufe of David. And we may obferve it in, 
moft of the religions eftabliflied by HeathenUhl 
princes, which was fo ordered to accommodatel 
their intereft, though to the extreme corrupting! 
of natural religion. j 

But there is not fo eminent an Inftance thereof 
in the whole world, as that of the ecclefiafticd 
ftate of the church of Rome, who have corrupted, 
as much as in them lies, the moft pure and inno* 
cent religion that ever the world knew, namely, 
the Chriftian religion, by diftorting it to ends cl 
wealth and power, appendicating to it certain new 
doctrines and pra£kices merely to thofe ends. 
And hot only fo, but have laid the greateft weight 
of religion in the obfervation of thefe political ap 
pendications ; fo that a man that either queftionsi 
or not obferves the political additaments, runs as 
fevere a cenfure and danger among them, as he 
that denies the moft unqueftionable principles of 
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Chriftian religion. Such are their doftrines of 
the Pope's fupremacy, the Pope^ infallibility, the 
heceflity to falvation to be of the Rpmifh church ; 
the adoration of images, faints departed, and an- 
gels ; the veneration of reliques ; the doftrine of 
purgatory, indulgences, and the church treafury 
of redundant merits ; the doftrine and praftice of 
difpenfations and indulgences ; their canonization 
of laints ; their pilgrimages, numerous ceremonies, 
^theatrical fpeftacles, their doftrine of tranfubftan- 
tiation, and divers other fuper-additions and ap- 
pendications to Chriftian religion, which any per- 
son, not captivated by them, may with half an eye 
perceive to be invented and continued merely for 
the fupport of the grandeur of an univerfal mo- 
narchy which they mifcall the Church, and for the 
amaffing of wealth and power for the fupport of 
it, as might moft eafily be evinced by the parti- 
cular examination of all thofe politic appendixes. 
And yet let any man obferve it, he (hall find as 
jgreat fervour for the upholding of thefe doSrines 
and pradices, and as great a jealoufy of the lead 
breach made upon them, as if the whole concern 
of Chriftian religion, and the falvation of fouls, 
lay in their belief and obfervance. 

III. The third inftance is in relation to the 
forms of church government and .ceremonies. 
That ecclefiaftical government is neceffary for the 
prefervation of religion, is evident to any reafon* 
^ able and confiderate man : And that the Epifco- 
pal government conftituted in England, is a moft: 
excellent form of ecclefiaftical government, and 
exceeds all other forms of ecclefiaftical govern- 
ment may be eafily evinced ; and that it is. the 
beft adapted to the civil government in this king- 
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dom, b vifible to any intelligent perfon : And ye 
I do not think that the effence of Chriftian reb'gioi 
conliftsin this, or any other particular fonn< 
government. It is a great help to the prefervado 
of it in its purity and unity, and may be well 
ed Sepimentum Religionis Chrijliana^ as the Je^ 
call their oral tradition, Sepimentum Legis, tt 
fence of the law. But a man may be a good an 
excellent Chriftian under this or any other for 
of ecclefiaftical government, nay in fuch plac 
where poflibly there is no fettled form of eccle 
aftical government eftabliflied. 

But if we obferve many perfons in the worl 
we fliall find fome fo highly devoted to this or th 
particular form of government, as if all the weig 
of Chriftian religion lay in it : Though the wi 
and fober fort of cbnformifts know and. prof( 
this, yet there be fome rafti people that will pi 
fently uU'Church all the reformed churched f 
yond the feas which are not under epifcopal | 
vemment. That if they fee a man, otherwife 
orthodox principles, of a pious and religious U: 
yet if fcrupling fome points of ecclefiaftical 
vemment, though peaceable, they will efteem hit£ 
little better than a Heathen or Publican, a SchifJ 
matic. Heretic, and what not : On the other fidej 
if they fee a man of great fervour in afferting .thij 
ecclefiaftical government, obfervant of external 
ceremonies, though otherwife of a loofe and dife 
folute life, yet they will be ready to applaud him 
with the ftile of a fon of the church, and upoq 
that account, over-look the mifcarriages of hii 
life, as if the eflence and life of Chriftian religion 
lay in the bare afferting of the form of ecclefiafti« 
calgovemm^t. 
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On the other fide, there is as great an extremi- 
fj of the other hand : There are many indifcreet 
^erfons, as well divines as others, that having ei- 
iier by their education, or by converfation with 
Diflenters, or poifibly to gain a party, taken upon 
3iem the patronage of afferting of fome other form 
>f church government, either Prelbyterian or In- 
lependent, or fomething framed by their own in- 
rention, prefently cry dovm the eftablifhed go- 
remment of the church, as Antichriftian or Po- 
;n{h,andcry up that which they have thus efpoufed, 
18 the only true Chriftian regiment inftituted by 
Chrift ; and prefently among them, and their fol- 
bwers, this is made the difcriminative mark of a 
true Chriftian. If they fee a man conformable to 
ftie eftablifhed government, though he be pious, 
[bber, and truly religious, yet they defpife and ne* 
^\e&, him, cenfure him as a formalift, and without 
the power of godlinefs : But if a man will but re- 
trile the eftablifhed government, and be bold a« 
jainft it, cry it down, and cry up the new inftitu-* 
ion into which they are lifted, though the man be 
:ovetous, uncharitable, hard-hearted, proud, im- 
petuous, and poflibiy otherwife loofe in his conver- 
fation, yet fuch a man fhall be cherifhed, applaud* 
^, and cried up for a faint, a precious man, and 
Eealous for the truth. 

And although decent ceremonies, that are for. 
the prefervation of the dignity of religion, and to 
JLeep due order and regularity, are not eflential 
{)arts of Chriftianity, nor were ever fo efteemed by 
Rife and fober men^ and yet are of ufe and conve- 
nience in the church, neverthelefs we may eafily 
Dbferve among men the fame extremes as are be- 
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fore noted : Some placing the whole wdght 
religion in thetr ftrid obfervance, and maki 
them the principal, if not the only badge of a 
of the church, hating and defpiling thofe t 
fcruple any thing in them, or that do not come 
in every punftilio to their obfervance, though tl 
be otherwife found in the principles of faith, 
ous and ftri& in their lives, juft and honeft to^ 
men, and fober, temperate and blamelefs. 

On the other fide, there be a fort of men 
place the greateft ftrefs and dlfcriminating pc 
of Chriftian religion, in oppofing and decrying 
inftituted ceremonies, though innocent, dec< 
and without any the lead touch of fuperftitionj 
them, yet thefe muft be decried, as Popifli, Ai 
chriftian, deftru&ive of Chriilian liberty, and 
party that with moft boldnefs and vehemence 
claims againft them, is valued by them as a m 
precious man, a man of zeal and courage, 
needs little elfe to juftify and magnify him w 
his party. 

'On the other fide, though a man be of an hi 
and confcientious life, found in principles, fob( 
blamelefs, peaceable; yet if he obferve th( 
blamelefs ceremonies, though with great mode 
tion and charity to Diflenters, he (ball be flight 
and undervalued, efteemed a formalift, a tia 
ferver, or, at beft, a man wanting courage, ze 
lukewarm, timorous, and wanting the power 
godlinefs. Such wild and wrong meafures, < 
men of extremes on all hands, take of the true t 
fence and ends of Chriftianity. 

IV. Again, even among profeffors of the Pi 
teftant religion, there are divers difputed and co 
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|troverted points ; as between the Calvinifts and 
^Ajrminians, efpecially touching the univerfaHty of 
^he redemption by Chrift, perfeveranceand falling 
from grace, and almoft every day there arife cer- 
tain new opinions, fome of greater importance^ 
but very commonly of fmall and inconfiderable 
moment ; and thefe are taken up by the feveral 
parties poiBbly agreang in the fame fundaoxentala 
of Chriftian religion. And fometimea they w^ 
entertained by a party of men, becaufe their paf- 
tors are of that opinion, or feem to be fo } though 
often they are taken up^ or inftilled into a party, 
^o make a difcriminative mark betwe^b perfons of 
teveral congregations, and then it is wonderful to 
^ with what fervour each p^rty maintains his te« 
|et, and as great weight is laid upon it, as if th^ 
HFhole ftrefs of Chriftian religion, and the ialvatbn 
pf the fouls of men lay iipon it y when God knows 
l^ey are npt of any moment in it. 
. Such was the old controverfy between the eaft* 
urn and weftem churches about Eafter-day, and 
nore ancient than that in the Apoftles times, about 
»atin^ of meats offered to idols, and among us at 
his day touching the five Arminian qu^ftions. 
Ind yet we fhall fee men as fervent and zealous 
^ut them, as cenforious of Diffenters from them, 
\B fond of thofe of the fame opinion with them, 
£ if all the articles of the Chriftian faith were im« 
nediately concerned in them ; when all the whil^ 
hey are not of any moment to the falvation of 
Qen, nor of any concernment to the Chriftian 
^eligion, or the ends thereof, but are only artifices 
mpofed upon men to hold up parties, or to keep 
ip fome man, or parties reputation i imaginations 
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which men are fotxd of, becau^s tbejr are thdrj 
own, at i^ift theirs whom thejr have in ^eat veiiri> 
ration or efteenu I 

V. Again, the fond miftakes of men in tfatti 
kind, are obfervabie in very iUghtand triidal mat- 
ters, which yet are :entertained with a kind of rdi- 
gious veneration, when theyfervetoiiold np par- 
ties, or as difcriminations of their profeflions. 
Among the profefled Monks and Friars, thef 
have certain habits affigned to fevend orders, and 
as well anciently as now, have 'fev«ral Jdnds oi 
tonfures of their heads, which they -dbierve urith 
great feverity^ and place much religion in them. 

And evexi among the vsrions ie&s, cor pedua- 
iiotts among thofe that leaft obfaor IVapery, yet w€ 
ihall find feme fuch fond dungs upon which they 
lay a great weight of their (religion : Sometimes is 
very looks and compoiing of their countenance i 
fometimes in the manner or tone of eflEpreffionsj 
ibmetimes in affeded phrafes ; fometmxes in gef- 
tares; fometimes in habits and dreffi» ; femetimes 
in ufe of meats and drinks of one kiiid .or other. 
I (ball give fome few inftances. 

You fhaU have fome tliat place a great point d 
rdigion, in forbearing the eating of &dk upoa 
Fridays, or in the time of Lent, but yet indite 
themfelves oftentimes in the eating of the dioice^ 
fifli, and the mod coftly diet of their meats : O^ 
thers again think they muil needs go as far on die 
other extreme, chufing thofe feafons for feafting 
upon fle(h, and think it acceptable with -God^ bo* 
caufe it runs counter to the other extreme. , 

Again, a time there was when it inras diooghl 
that long hair iwas unbecoming pprofefibsisiof £lhri({ 
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Hanity, aEtd upon that aceount, fome did 
their hair fhcot, even to extvemity* But about 
tHe beginning of the late Mcars^ many took up, as 
iliey thought, a more elevated way of Chriftianity, 
and a» a badge thereof wore their hair extremely 
long. 

The conformifts ufually wear crowns or cano^ 
nical coats ; many of the nonconformifts, by way 
of difcrimination, ufe other habits* 

The former officiate, as the canons require them, 
in furplices, and fometimes with hoods, and fome 
are fo taken with it, that they think the offices 
yg^^nt an eflential part when performed without it ; 
ibme of the latter, think the folemn ordinances 
are prophaned by it, and rendered fuperftilious. 

But among all the differing perfuafions among 
us, there are none that give a maa more ample 
evidence of miftakes of this nature^ tbaa thofe caK- 
ed Quakers, who place a great part of their reli- 
gion in keeping on their hats, in ufing the words 
tii^e and thou, in (Uiing the months and days dF 
the week, not according to the ufual appeliation, 
but the firft, or fecond month, or day, in certain 
habits and poftures unlike other men ; in fileat 
devotions at their public meetings; in reviling 
and crying down the eftabtiihed miniftry, churches^ 
facraments, Lord^s-day, and all manner of forms^ 
whether commanded or ufed by others ; in refu^ 
ing to take an oath when lawfully called thereun- 
to ; and fome fuch other fingularities. Take s^ 
way butj^hefe and the like affeded fuper-additions ; 
the mea are as other men, fome indeed very fober, 
honeft, juft, and p}ain*hearted men, and found ia 
moll, ii not all tht important do&rioesand prao- 

M 2 



138 A DI8C0URSS 

tices dF Chriftianity ; others, (as it ha)>pen8 in A 
profeilions) fubtil, covetous, uncharitable, tumul 
tuous, ignorant, proud, defpifers of others^ flande^ 
ers, and yet as long as they conform to the fe&bii 
thefe impertinent or unwarrantable fmgularities,' 
they pleafe themfelves with the ftile of the people 
of God, and are for the mod part efteemed as fuch 
by thofe of that feft. 

By this little furvey, we may eafily take an efti- 
znate of the miftakes of mankind, and even among 
Chriftians, touching the miftakes in point of 
Chriftianity and Chriftian religion, and how com- 
mon it is to mifplace the name of Chriftian reli- 
gion, and the nature of it, and attribute it to fuch 
things, as in truth have nothing to do with it» but 
many times are dire£tly contrary to it* 

And yet, even in thefe impertinencies, many 
men place the greateft moment of their religion, 
and have as great, and many times a greater zeal 
and fervour for them, than for the weighty points 
and duties of Chriftianity, and moft of the bufi- 
nek of many men, confifts in velitations, and de- 
fences, and invedives about them ; the pulpits and 
the prefs are engaged about them ; love, and cha- 
rity, and even common humanity, and mutual 
converfation between man andonan, church and 
church, party and party, is broken by the mutual 
xoUifions and animofities concerning them. So 
that (the Lord be merciful to us and forgive us) 
there is as little love, and as great diftance and ani- 
mofity between many of the dijjfenting parties a- 
mong Proteftants, touching thefe mattery, as there 
is between Papifts and Proteftants, or between 
Chriftians and Infidels. And by this means the^ 
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tm^ life of Chriftian religioo^ and tbat wbkh was 
the great end of its mftitutioa, and the true genu* 
me and natural effedk of it upon the heart and 
it>vd, wd CQurfe of life, b k>ft or megleded by 
them that proiefe it^ or difparaged among tfaofe 
that either have not eotertainedit, or^at leaft, en« 
tertained ilK, as they do thecuftoms of the country 
iviiereio they are educated* Thefe men, when 
^ey fee fi> much religion pbiced by profeflbrs of 
Chriftianity in thefe things, which every intelligent 
maa vahies but zs forms, or inventions, or modes^^ 
or artifices^ and yet as great we%ht hid upoa 
ihem, as great fervoujr and aniiaofity u£ed for sxt 
againft them, as ahnoft for any points of Chriftian 
religion, they are prefently apt to cenfure and 
throw off all r^ion, and reckon all of the fame 
xnake. 

But when all is done, true Chriftian religion is 
of another kind of make, and is of another kind 
of efficacy^ and direded unto, and effedive of a 
nobler end, than thofe things about which, as a? 
bove is (didy men fo much contend, and that makes 
fo great a bufile and noife in the world. As the 
Credenda are but few and plain, fo the Facienda, 
or things to be done^ are fuch, as do truly enno*% 
ble and advance the human nature, and bring it 
to its due habitude, both to God and man. 
. It teacfaeth and tutors the foul to a high rever* 
ence and ve^ration of Almighty God» a fincere 
and upright walking as in the prefence' of the in« 
vifible, alUfeeing God : It . makes a man truly to 
love, to honour, to obey him, and therefore caret 
ful to know what bis will is ; it renders the heart 
Inghly thankful to him, both as his Creator, Re* 
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deemer, and Bene&dor : It makes a man entiretfl 
to depend upon him, to feek to him for guidanceij 
and dire&ion, and protedion ; to fubmit to hit I 
vnM with all patience and refignation of foul : Itj 
gives the law, not only to his words and adioDS,*! 
but to his very thoughts and purpofes, that he 
dares not entertain a very thought unbecoming 
the fight and prefence of that Crod, to whom att 
our thoughts are legible : It teacheth and bringeth 
a man to fuch a deportment, both of external and 
internal fobriety, as may be decent in the prefence 
of God, and all his holy angels : It cruiheth and 
cafts down all pride and • haughdneis, both in a 
man's heart and carriage, and gives him an humble 
frame of foul and life, both in the fight of God 
and men : It regulates and governs the paffions 
of the mind, and brings them into due moderatida 
and frame : It gives a man a right eftimate of this 
prefent world, and fets his heart and hopes above 
it, fo that he never loves It more than it deferves : 
It makes the wealth and glory of this woi4d, high 
places, and great preferments, but of a low and 
little value to him ; fo that he is neither covetous, 
nor ambitious, nor over felicitous concerning the 
advantages of it : It brings a man* to that frame, 
that righteoufneTs, juflice, honefty, and fidelity, is 
as it were part of his nature ; he can fooner die 
than commit or purpofe that which is unjuft, dif- 
honeft, or unworthy a good man : b makes bim 
value the love of God, and peace of ronfcience, a- 
bove all the wealth and honours in the world, and 
be very vigilant to keep it inviolably : Though he 
be under a due apprehenfion of the love of God 
to him^ yet it keeps him humble and wat^difol. 
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and free from all prefumption, fo that he dares 
not under a vain confidence of the indulgence, and 
mercy, and favour of God, turn afide to commit 
or purpofe even the leaft injury to man ; he per- 
forms all his duties to God in iincerity, and inte* 
grity, and conftancy ; and while he lives on earth, 
yet his converfation, his hopes, his treafure, and 
the flower of his expe&ation is in heaven, and he 
entirely endeavours to walk fuitably to fuch a 
hope : In fum, it reftores the image of God unto 
the foul in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. 

Coinpojitum jus^ fasque animi fanSlofque receffits 
Mentis^ et inco£lum generofo pe£lus honefto. 

Thefe, and the like to thefe, are the ends, de- 
fign, and effe£k of true Chriftian religion, truly 
received and digefted in the foul. And certainly 
any mam that duly confidereth, will find that they 
are of another kind of nature and value, than thole 
fublime fpeculations, politic conftitutions, forms 
or not forms, aflFeded fingularities, upon which 
many lay- the weight of religion, and for touching 
which, there is fo much contention and animofity 
m the world. So that methinks men in this re- 
gard, are like to a company of foolifh boys, who, 
when the nut is broken, run fcrambling after the 
pieces of the (bell, and in the mean while, the ker- 
nel is negleded and loft. 

Now touching the reafons. or caufes of thefe 
mifapprehenfions touching religion, they are varii 
ous : Some deferve compaflion, and others are 
more or lefs excufeable, according to their feverai 
' kinds: 1. So.me perfons truly confcientious and 
jealous of wy thing that, they judge to he dif^ 
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pleafiag to God, as not agreeable to ih wiH, 
oblerving tbe nany corrupdoits, that the Re 
church have bratgbt mta the worihip of 
are very fu^iooosi of any thing that may 
as they thii^L, any thing that way ; and ill 
fore, though they are otherwife men of founds 
orthodox principles, tad of a truly righteous, 
ber, and pious life, yet perchance are traafpior 
foauw hat too £ar in fcrvpalii)^ or (q>pc^ng fo 
cereniomes or forms : ^d poi^ly their educ 
tion and converfation with men of Cuch 
(ions have confirmed them in it, fo that they 
not oppofe out of a forwardnefs or peeviflineis d 
mind, or out of pride, or a fpirit of oppofitioiL 
but in the fincerity and fimplicity of their heart^ 
and out of a tendemefe for the honour of 
Thefe, thomh they are, or may be miftakeft H 
their perfuafions, yet certainly, deferve com; 
fion, taideroeis, yea, and love alio, much rat 
than feverity or contempt* 

2. Others again, obferving that certain mode% 
and forms, and the rigorous obfervatioosof themJ 
are the common road for attaining prefermectta or| 
favours of great perfons, upon that account exenj 
cife a marvellous fervour of mind for tbeai, and! 
a vigorous oppofition of all that come not up to 
them in every pundilio, that they may therd>y be 
taken notice of, and employed, as ufeful, and fitj 
and vigorous afiertors and mftrumieacs £9r this I 
purpcfe. 

S. Many times gain and profit is the end andj 
defiga of many pra&ices and portions appendix 
caced to Chriftian rdiigion, as is before obferved j 
in the Romifii church } and it is eafily obfervable^ > 
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^^ mtereft, profit^ and temporal adrastag^ htive 
fi (Irong biafs upon men's affe&ions ; and are 
dearer to them than the truth of religion, and 
carry men more vigoroufly in their upholding and 
soaintenance, than religion itfelf doth : and be- 
caufe the pretence of zeal for religion carries a 
lair plaufibility with all men, therefore thpfe very 
tfamgs that are but engines of gain and proiit, ar 
chriftened with the fpecious name of religion. 

It was the making of filver flirines for Diana, 
the art whereby the artificers got their living, that 
made the outcry, *' great is Diana of the Ephe- 
iiahs.*' 

Again, it is very certain, that mankind hath a 
huge kindnefs and partiality for matters of their 
own invention, and fet a greater rate upon them^ 
than upon other matters handed over to them by 
others : and, hence it comes to pafs, that a new 
fancy or opinion , a new form of worfhip, difcii 
pline, or government, that any man hath invented 
' or iludied out, is to fuch a man ordinarily of 

grater value and moment than it deferves, and 
lall be maintained with greater zeal, fervour, 
and animofity, than points of greater truth and 
moment, as if the great moment and weight of re* 
ligion and Chriftianity lay in it, which is in truth, 
ixothing elfe but the effeft of felf-love, and felf- 
conceit. 

5. Again,, though by nature, man be a fociable 
creature, yet there is in moft men a certain itch 
; of pride, which makes them aflFeft a difcrimination 
I from others, and to become a kind of leparated 
^party more refined thaa the reft of the fame com* 
' mon profeffion. , 
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I da remember in die begknmtg of omr late; 
troubles;, the only party that viiibly appearedyl 
ivef e fome that deEred fome refoirmadon in church \ 
matters : aoid when that party had obtained, un* . 
der the name of the prelby terian party^ in a very ' 
fitfle while there arofe z more fublioie party c^ 
men, caUed the indef^ndeiit, (^ congregational 
men, which much defp&d the former, as not air* 
rived to a jiaft meafure t)f reformation. Shortly 
after that, there arofe a kind of lay-party, which 
as mjuch undervalued the iadependent, and indeed 
the miniftry kv generaL 

After that, there arofe a party, difcrimfnating 
itfelf from all the former, viz. die Quakers. 
Thefe varicHis parties, were as £b many fub-divu 
iions and redifications of what went before. 

Now the means of holding up this difcrimina* 
tionof parties, are certain fele£l opinions, .prae* j 
(ices^ or modes, which arehke the badges or co«' 
lours that give each party its denomination, difpj 
tindion, and dUerimination^ : and coofequendy. 
thefe diicrimkiative badges have as great a r^ytej 
fet upon them as each ie& ietsupon kfdf; and] 
therefore nutft be upheld under the very notion 
and the life of religion, and muft be maintained! 
with the greateft fervour imaginable ; for other- 
wife the diftin£tion of the fe£b themfelves would* 
&11 to the ground, and become contemptible both 
among themfelv^es and others, becaufe otherwife 
there would appear very little and inconikierable 
realbn, upon triffing or fraall reafons, to feparate 
and divide from others, and to un-church and un« | 
ehriflian them that are not of thar company ec' 
(ociety. ^ I 
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CHAP. H. 
Jlfe lifi of religion^ andji^^r-addiiions to it^ 

TIE truth and i^t of j-eitgion comes in a 
narrow compa&y though the qSgQ, and ope^ 
Tation diereof are large and diffufive. Solomon 
^comprehended It in a few words, ^^ Fear God« 
and keep his commandments, £3r.th]s & the vdiole 
duty of numV^ the foul and life of TeUgion is the 
fear of God, which is the principle of cobedience^ 
but obedience to his commands, which is an b£1, 
or exercife of that life, is various, accorjding to 
the vanety of the commands of God.: if I take a 
kernel of an acorn, the principle of life lies in it :: 
the thing itfelf as but fmall,.but theyegetafale prin-i 
^ml^hat lies in it takes up a lefs xooon than die 
^ itfelf^ little more than the quantity of a 
i :piri*s jiead, as is eafy to be obfenred, by .ea> 
knent, but the exercife of that fpaid^ of Hfe m 
^e and comprehenfive in its operation ; it pro- 
duceth .a great tree, and in that tree, Ihe iap, the 
body, the bark, the limbs, thp leaves, the fruit:; 
and fo it is with the principle of true rdigicra, the 
principle itfdf lies in a .narrow compafe, but the 
^^dvity and energy of it is diffufive and nrarious. 

Th^ principle haidb not only produ^lions that 
xaturally flow from it, but where it is, it ferments 
and affimulates, »id gives a kind of :fin£ture even 
to other a&ions that do not in their own nature 
follow from it, as:the ^lature and civil a£Uons of 
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our lives, under the former was our Lord's panJ 
ble, of a grain of muftard, under the latter of In 
comparifon of leaven, juft as we fee in other things 
of nature : take a little red- wine, and drop it into 
a veffel of water, it gives a new tindure to thq 
watd: ; or take a grain of fait, and put it into 
frefh liquor, it doth communicate itfelf to the| 
next adjacent part of the liquor, and that again to 
the next, until the whole be fermented : fo that 
fmall and little vital principles of the fear of God, 
doth gradually, and yet fuddenly aifimulate the 
a^ons of our life flowing from another principle. 
It redifies and moderates our affedions, and pat 
iions, and appetites ; it gives truth to our fpeecb, 
fobriety to our fenfes, humility to our parts, and 
the like. 

Religion is beft in its fimplicity and purity, but 
difficult to be retained fo, without fuperftitions 
and ^cc^ons ; and thofe, do commonly in time 
ftiSe and choak the fimplicity of religion, unle& 
much care and circumfpedion be ufed : the con* 
temperations are.fo many and fo cumberfomey 
that religion lofeth its nature, or is ftrangled' by 
them : jufl like a man that hath fome excellent 
fimple cordial or fpirit, and put»in muik in it to 
make it fmell fweet, and honey to make it tafle 
pleafant, and it may be cantharides to make it 
look glorioiis. Indeed by the infufions he hath 
given it a v^ry fine fmell, and tafte, and colour, 
but yet, he hath fo clogged it, and fbphifticated it 
with fuper-additions, that it may be he hath al- 
tered the nature, and'deflroyed the virtue of it. 

The fuper-additions and fuperflru6tions in point 
of religion are very many, and from very many 
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and yarious tempers in men that add them. As 
for inftance, 

1. There js one common fuper-addition that 
naturally all men are apt to bring into it, viz. 
that it may gratify the fi^e ; for in as much as 
the moft powerful and immediate influence upon 
Xis comes from, and through our fenfes, and that 
fipiritual and internal apprehenfions have not fp 
ftrong or conftant an impref&on upon us, they 
ieem things at a diftance, flat, and the foul is 
'weary of bearing itfelf upon them; men are apt 
to di'efs up religion fo, as it may be grateful to the 
fenfe ; make us gods that may go before us : and 
this js the chief original of idolatry, and alfb of 
f uperftition. 

2. There are other fuper-additions that come 
even from the accidental inclinations of men to 
£>me f^ecial matter which they value and love ; 
and that they qtrry over into religion ; and many 
times mingle with it. As for the purpofe, take a 
man greatly admiring natural philofophy, he will 
be apt to mingle and qualify religion with philo- 
foplucal notions. Many of thofe things of Arifto- 
tle> that are harfhly and difhonourably aflerted 
concerning the Deity, are from bis tenacious ad- 
hering to certain philofophical pofiUons that he 
had fixed upon. 

Behemen, who was a great chymift, refolves 
almoil all religion in chymiftry, and frames his 
conceptions of religion fuitable and conformable 
to chymical notions. 

Socinus, and his followers, being great mafters 
of reafon, and deeply learned in matters of mora* 

N 
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llty^ mingle altnofl: all religion with it, ahd fdrtil 
religion purely to the model and platforth of it. 

Many great phyficians, that haVe much dbferv- 
ei the conftitutions of man's body, have figui-ed 
to themfelves notions of the foal, conformable to 
the refults of their obfenrations in the body. 

And as thus in thefe forts of men, fo again meii 
of metaphyfical and notional brains and educap 
tion, as the fchoolmen, they have conformed r& 
ligion, and their notions concerning it, to meta- 
))hyfics : and indeed have made that which is, dud 
ought to b^, the common principle for the a£hr- 
ating of all men, yea, even of the meatieft capa- 
cities, to be a mere conneftion of ftibtiltre^ far 
more abftrufe than the mod intricate and JTubli- 
tnated hufnan learning whatfoever. 

Again, take a politician, or ftatefman, and ht 
(hall moft eafily conform religion to ftate policy, 
ind make h indeed, a moft exceltent and inc&m-| 
^aratile engine for it, and nothing elfe. 

And if we narrowly look upon the itiethod an4 
Tyftem of religion, as it is formed by the kothift 
hierarchy, it is a moft exquifite piece of hun>s^' 
policy, and every thing therein fuited With toioll 
eixquifite art and prudence for the fuppdrt of th^ 
grandeur and inter6ft of that ftate : this nath miHj 
led with the Chriftian religion the iPope's i 
libility and fupremacy, his power of parddithi;^ 
and difpenfmg his keys of heaven and h€lTl, hi 
purgatory, and indulgences, and imaged, ani 
adorations of them ; his reliques and pitgriAi^^ 
and canonising of faints, ahd a thofu^lid fticl 
tind of ftufF moft incomparably fittQi to 'infen^ 
pailions and affedionsj and fo to fupport tba 
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^Ml artificial and iQetjbodical fabric of the Popifh 
ftate ; for indeed it is no otben 

And if WQ look into other ^gdomis and places, 
we fiiail eafily find, that religbn is fo flated and 
C5^der$d, 2^ may beft conduce to the peace, order, 
w«Uh, and amplitude of every kingdom ; for wife 
politicians, finding that religion hath a great im- 
.preflion on men's minds, and therefore if it b? 
not managed, by thfe policy of ftate, may prove 
an qnruly bufinefs, if it be contemperated with 
mixture prejudicial to the ftate, and that it may 
be a moft excellent engine, if it can he managed 
^^d aftuated for the benefit of the ftate, do ^d4 
j;o it much of their own, that it m^y be manage^ 
upon occafion, and they drefs up religion with 
ftate-policy, whereby in truth it becomes nothing 
«lie but a mere piece of human policy, vmder thi 
:(iame of religion. 

And, on the other fide, thofe either politic o^ 
4ifcontented fpirits, that would put a kingdom 
i^to blood and confufion, do mingle difcontentq, 
^d fancies, and imaginations, fufpicions, and for- 
ijKardnefs with religion, and call thia confufed 
mixture of fancies and pafHons, religion ; and ma- 
nage ?^id brandifh this v^eapon with mighty difad- 
vantage to that ftate which they oppofe. 

^or it isr mpft ap{>arent, that as nothing hath 
1*9 gre^t ap impulfion upon men, as that which 
^mes qnder the apprehenGon of religion, inaf- 
much as it p3ncerns the greateft good, even their 
fS¥ejr\afting fools and happinefs ; fo nothing is of 
fo ut^ve^ concerpment as this, and therefore 
1i|te to attraft the piqft follower^ ; for every man 
j^t^ ^1 g^ e(|«^^ tQ care for } bu^ every man h^^ 
" N 2 
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.a foul to care for ; and hence it is that fcarce anf 
great conteft between princes hath happened in 
diefe latter years, nor fcarce any commotion in a 
ftate, but religion is owned on all fides ; and God, 
and his caufe, and his church, owned on all hands, 
and therefore ftill the fcramble is for religion, and 
who (hall keep the opinion of religion mofl' firm 
to them ; and therefore they, on all hands, infufe 
into the thing they call religion, thofe things that 
may moll probably and politically hold to their 
party. 

Again, in conteft among clergymen, every one 
trims and orders religion m that drefs, that may 
moft make it their own, and fecure it to them- 
felves. 

Take the Popifli clergymen : hold. what yon 
will, if you hold not the fupremacy and vicariot 
of the Pope, all the reft of your religion is not 
worth a rufti. 

Come to the reformed epifcopal clergy : as to 
the Pope's fupremacy they difclaim it ; but if you 
acknowledge not epifcopal government, if you 
fwear not canonical obedience to your ordinary, 
if you fubmit not to the liturgy, and ceremonibs, 
and veftments, and mufic ufed in the church, 
you are at beft a fchifmatic. 

Again, come to the Prefljyterian clergy, they 
will tell you Epifcopal government is Romifh and 
fuperftitious, and their ceremonies and ufages, 
Antichriftian ufurpations ; but if you mean to be 
of a warrantable religion, you muft fubmit to the 
Preft)yterian government, as truly apoftolical. 

Come to the Independent, he declaims againft 
both the former, and tells you, that the true con- 



^9rh4ty to apoftolical ordeF is ia the congreggti* 
onal way. 

T^e the Anabaptlft, and he tells you all the 
fqra^er are vaii^ ^d irreligiops, unlefs yop wi^ 
be re-baptized, and enlifted in their church. 

Again, in points of dodrine, a$ >yeH as difci^ 
pliae, it is moll plain, th^ teiiets are prpfefled 
pr decried for diftinf^tion of parties : witnefs thp 
conteft between the Arminian party, and the C^- 
iriniflical party, which are only ufed as methods 
on either fide, to attra6l profelytes, and difliqguifh 
-parties : and in thefe and the like di(lin£iion^ of 
parties and profeiTions, the fuperftru.dions afid 
^ddition^, are in a maimer incorporated and graft- 
ed into religion, and in effe^jk give the only de- 
' xaonftraiion to it, ^cording to the various intereits 
and affedions of parties ; when in truth^ the main 
bui^nefs of thefe, and the like additions and fu- 
perAru£lions, are but policies to diftinguilh, and 
fortify, and increafe parties. 

3. Ther« are fome fuper-^dditiops to religion^ 
that though I do not think they ^e to be con- 
idemned, yet are carefully to be diftinguiihed froip 
the true and natural life of religion j and fo long 
as they are kept under that apprehenfion, they 
may^ if prud(mtly applied ^nd managed, do good. 
JBut if either they are imiprudently inftituted, im- 
prudently applied, or inconfiderably over- valued, 
lis if they were religion, they may j and many time^ 
' do harm j and fuch are decent and inoffenfive 
forms in the external worfliip of God appointed 
by the civil inagiftrate, by the advice of thofe that 
qxe defervedly eminent in the church for their 
tJ s 
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piety^ learning, and prudence. And there feemij 
to be very good reafon for it. I 

1. Becaufe, if every man iliould be left to hximi 
felf, there "would confufion enfue; becaufe Mi 
man knew another's mind, or rule of his exter-j 
nal deportment. 

2. AU men have not that equal prudence to 
judge what were fit to be ufed : the magiftratei 
are beft to make choice of thofe perfons that are 
fitteft to advife, and their recommendations would 
be of greateft authority with others. 

S. It is moft certain, that man being compofed 
of foul and body, cannot fe regularly and weD 
fix himfelf to his duty, without fome juftifiable 
help to his devotion ; fuch are vocal prayers, 
kneeling, and other geftures proper fisr the mat- 
ter of worfhip which he intends. 

And this may be one reafon, why the Lord, 
though he ftriftly forbad all idolatry and fuperfti- 
tion, and heathenifli pradice to the Jews, yet did 
appoint facrifices, priefts, a glorious tabernacle, 
and the ark, which was not only a diverfion from 
the Egyptian idolatry, which they had feen, but 
alfo a help to their natural infirmity for the excit- 
ation bf their devotion. 

• And although our Lord Jefus came to abrogate 
even that indulgence, and foretold that thofe that 
•* worihipped the Father, fhould worfhip in fjxrit, 
and in truth,** under the gofpel ; yet it is certain, 
that the immediate apoftles of Chrift did fet cer- 
tain orderly obfervances in the church for decen- 
.cy's fake ; and it was juAly allowable : as con- 
cerning^ the order of the exercife of their fuper- 
naturai gifts^ concerning women's fpeaking in the 
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^terch, concerning men*^ being covered m the 
Qhurch, and women veiled ; concerning the maa- 
ner and order of receiving the facrament, and the 
Hke. 

But as there be reafons for it^ fo there be can* 
tions to be ufed in it. 

1. That they be not too numerous ; for their 
multitude will rather opprefs than fecure religion. 

2. That in their natures they be not fupentiti- 
auSj but keep as-^much diftance from it as well 
may be ; otherwife they will be in religion, as the 
dead fly in the apothecary's ointment. 

S. That they be clean and decent, not too fiiU 
of pomp or oftentation: ceremonies fhould be 
.ufed as we ufe a glafs, rather to preferve the oil^ 
than to adorn it. Too much pomp caufeth jeai- 
loufies, even in good men, of a degeneration dther 
to Jewifh ceremonies or popiih vanities* 

4. That though fuch are not to be rejefted, be- 

caufe they are ancient, fo if they become unfea- 

fonabie, they are not to be held merely becaufe 

they are ancient. It is with ceremonies, as with 

feme other things, that are fitted to be changed 

when they are become unufeful or offenfive, as 

"• the love-feafts, extreme- unftionr, and fome other 

things, poilibly pradifed, and fit enough in the 

primitive times : many ceremonies were at firft 

invented and praftifed, to win over unconverted 

heathens; to encourage weak Chriftians, efpeci- 

' ally the Jews, who were not eafily to be drawn 

from their legal ceremonies: but when people 

become a knowing people, that fee beyond thofe 

ceremonies, and underftahd when, and why, and 
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i^om ifaey came im then it were prudeacie to 
p(3D& with or change t)^m. 

5. That they be not urged with too niuch 
gour or feverity upon fuch as confcientioufly 
^e thsem. Charity to a weak brother in cU 
indifferent in their own nature, 13 th^n to he 
f rcifed; when ray brothef is offended therevni 
fir n^yef : ^ad '^\t be faiid it is his duty to fub 
to the church, aii4 i^ot the church to him, I 
thiak that aiMwer will not Lsn^ ii^ this c^e, 
/np-ely though a child owes a duty to a & 
yet lus negle^ thereof, efpecia)ly if it be upoi) 
ypfifci^nrioiis account, wiJJ xiot excufe the negla 
of ^ father's di^ty to his chjld : the ^ppftle pr^- 
/ejBTed he would aUlain from tfaii)gs ],aw£ul raihqfi 
^n 9f^^4 his we^k brother. 

6. And efpecially that we be careful to remefl|- 
ber that religion is another thing from thefe cer^ 
moniear. Thefe are of ufe, i^ e. for ornament; 
iji^y jare the ^I'eflings apd the trinun^s of rel(- 
^lajA ^t the beft, but the |e^r of God ^ ojf a isighep 
e;^.trai£lion. 

It is ^ piti£ul thing to fee men run upon this 
l^da^e, efpecialLy in thefe latter times ; one plac« 
fng ^11 his rejigioa in holding thePopeto be Chr-ft's 
•vfcarj ad^other placing religion in this, to hold, no 
J*apift c^n be faved : One holding all religion to 
confi/l in holding epiicopacy to be Jure divino; 
IHipitfeer ;i^ holding JPreflbytery to be jure di'uino ; 
m^other in crying up congregational government; 
another in A^^ibaptifm ; one in placing all religion 
kx the ftria obCsrvation of all ceremonies ; anoth^ 
10 a AriA refufal of all : One holding a great pa^ 
^ion in putting off the hat, and bowing at 
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le name of Jefus ; another judging a man an ido- 
iter for it : And a third placing his religion in 
utting off his hat to none ; and fo like a com- 
any of boys that blow bubbles out of a walnut- 
lell, every one runs after his bubble, and calls it 
kteligion ; and every one meafures the religion or 
llTeligion of another, by their agreeing or diffent- 
|bg with them in thefe or the like matters ; and, 
lAt bed, while we fcramble and wrangle about the 
Ipieces of, the (hell, the kernel is either loft, or got- 
ien by fome that do not prize any of their con- 
'tefts. 

Believe it, religion is quite another thing from 
all thefe matters : He that fears the Lord of hea- 
ven and earth, walks humbly before him, thank- 
fully lays hold of the meffage of Redemption, by 
Chrift Jefus, ftrives to exprefs his thankfulnefs by 
the fincerity of his obedience, is forry with all his 
foul when he comes fliort of his duty, walks watch- 
fully in the denial of himfelf, and holds no confe* 
deracy with any luft or known (in ; if he falls ill 
the leaft meafure, is reftlefs till he hath made his 
peace by true repentance, is true to his promife, 
juft in his adions, charitable to the poor, fincere 
in his devotions, that will not deliberatdy di(ho- 
nour God, though with the greateft fecurity of 
impunity ; that hath his hope in heaven, and his 
converfation in heaven, that dare not do an unjuft 
a£l though never fo much to his advantage, and 
all this becaufe he fees him that is invifible, and 
fears him becaufe h^ loves him ; fears him as well 
for his goodnefs as his greatnefs. Such a rnari^ 
whether he be. an Epifcopal, or a Preibyterian, or 
an Independent, or an Anabaptift, whether he 
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wears a forplice, or wears none; whietherhe 
oif^ans, or bears none ; whether he kneels at 
OMnmunion, or for ccmfcience lake ftands or fits 
be hath the life of religion in him, and that 
a^ in him, and will conform his foul to the ~ 
9S his Savour, and walk along with Um to et 
ty, notwithftanding his practice or jRonppradice 
dbefe indifferents. 

On the other fide, if a num fears not the 
nal God, dares commit any (in with prefumpi 
can drink e^iceilively, (wear vainly or falfely, coi 
mit adultery, lie, cozen, cheat, break his protnifi3||^ 
live loofely, thoMgh h^ pr^ftife ^^ry cereoy^ny 
Oev^r Sck curioufly, or ssftubbornly oppofe thea|| 
though he ^ry down Biihops, or cry-down Prefhj^ 
tfsryi though he be re-baptiaed every day, ot 
though he difclajm againft it as herefy ; thou^ 
he Bail all Lent, or feafts out of pretence of avoi4r 
ipg fiiperftition, yet notwithftanding ihefe, and | 
tbouland UH^re external cmformities, or ^ealo^f 
ftppofitio^s of tbf »• he wi«iis th^ ^fe of reli^om 
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Of th Ciri^mn Retigion^ the fupeirfiru(ilom ufm j 
/i, OMd auimq/ities about fh^m* 

THE Chrii^asi religion and Ao&xmt wsi3 by 
the goodnefe and wifdom of God, de%9e4 
to he the common means and method tq bi^ 
j»9aktnd to their chi^ «id» laamely > tQ kaowi wA 



|K> fcrife, and obey, and glorify, and everlaftingl^f 
to enjoy Almighty God the chidefl good. 

And to that end it was given out, with all the 
|ai]ainnefs and perfpicuity, with all evidence anA 
certaintv ; a dodrihe and religion containing pre^ 
«:epts ot all holinefs and purity, of all righteoufr 
tk^fs and honefty, of all longanimity, benignity, 
and gentlenefs, fweetnefs, meeloiefs^ and charky ; 
iof all moderation and patience, of all fobriety and 
temperance ; in brief, it is a religion that is ad- 
%iirably and fufficiently conftituted to make a 
Isnah, what indeed he mould be, pious towards 
Ood, juft and beneficent towards men, and tcro- 
perate in himfelf, fitted for a life of piety, honefty, 
jiiftice, and goodnefs, and happinefs hereafter. 
Such is the Oiriftian religion, and fuch the toeft 
Inuft be that are truly conformable to it ; and if 
imy man profeffing Chriftiamty be notfnch a man, 

it is becaafe he comes fo much fliort of hfe due 

cbtiformtty to Chriftian religion, and the tooft «»• 
;;i:eWentrdoftrine and precepts thereof. 

IthepYdfeSian of this religion is that which fe, 
.wid for many ages hath been cominoirfy made by 

a vety confiderable part of the known world, a^ 
^he only true religron given to the world by AU 

ttiighty Ood, through his Son Jefus Chrift, wiiere- 
^n and whefreby they may exped everkftkrg felva- 

tion. 

But yiet together with this Chrillian religidtt^ 

the profeflbrs thereof, have in feveral ages and 
. places chofen to themielves various adventitioti^ 

accidental fuperftrudions, additions, opinions, 

modes and praftices, which they have as It were 
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ligk>n, by ib^ 
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incorporated into the Cbriftian religk>n, 
profefled or appendicated unto it. I 

And thefe fuperftniftions or appendi^ces i 
Ghriftian refigion have been introduced and enup 
tained by various means, and by various defigii 
and to various ends : Some by the authority 
great names; fome by infenfihle gradations M 
K>ng cttftoms, fome by a fuppofed congruity o 
incongruity; fome for order or decency; fooM 
for difcrimination of parties ; fome for political 
ends, appearing in themfelves, or fecretlyxarrid 
on } fome upon emeigent occafions, either con* 
tmuing or now ceafing ; fome by civil, fome b]| 
ecclefiaftical (an£lions; fome by traditional obfer- 
vations, either continued, or interrupted and nk 
vived : Some for ornament, fome for ufe, fow 
as fuppofed neceflary confequents upon the Chin 
tian do&rine, fome to be quaji fepia et munimentm 
dofirina et religionis evangelica, as the Jewiih tra* 
ditions were fuppofed to be the Sepimenia Legis ;| 
fome for one end and fome for another : And al- 
diough thefe are not truly and effentially parts of 
the Cbriftian religion, yet as the humours in the 
body are fome good, fome noxious, fome innocent, 
though they are no part of the true vital blood, 
yet they mingle with it, and run along in it ; fo 
ihefe fuperftitions, and occafions, and additions,, 
have in various ages, fucceilions and places, ming* 
led with the true radical vital do&rine and religion 
of Cfarift, in mens opinions, and pra^ces^ and 
profeflions. 

And yet it is vifible to any man, that will but 
attentively obferve the courfes of men profeffing 
Chriitian religion, that the greateft fervour ana 
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Ihalmofityof the profeflbrs of Cluiftiaii religion is 
not fo much with refped to the fubftaiitials of 
iChriftian religion either in things to be believed or 
^aflifed, as touching thefe additions and fuper- 
ilru&ions^ fome as fervently contending for them, 
as if the life of Chriftianity confifted in them, 
tfbme as bitterly and feverely contefting againft 
Uiem, as if the life and foui of Chriftian religion 
mr&re not poffibly confifting with them. 

And by thefe means thefe unhappy confe* 
^uences foHow. 

1. That, whereas the main of Chriftian reli- 
gion, confifis in the true belief of the gofpel of 
Chrift Jefus, and the praftice of thofe Chriftian 
:virtues that he left unto his difciples, iand follow- 
ers, both by his example and pr^ept, namely, 
4ove of God, holinefs and purity of life, humility 
"^axid lowlinefs of mind ; patience, ineeknefs, gen- 
^tlenefs, charity, a low and eafy value of the world, 
-contentation of mind, fubmiffion to the will of 
<9od, d^endance upon him, refignation unto him, 
and other excellent evangelical virtues, that per- 
"feSt and rectify the foul, and fit it for an humble 
communion with Almighty God in this life, and 
a bleffed fruition of his prefence in the life to 
come ; the Chriftian religion is not fo much placed 
4n thefe, as in an entire conformity to modes and 
circumftances, or an extreme averfion from them. 
And, according to the various interefts or inclina- 
tions of parties, thofe are made the Magnalia of 
Chriftian religion, and fuch as, give the only cha- 
rafter or difcriminative indication of the Chriftian 
religion^ - 

2. And confequehtly all the greateft part of 
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that ftrefs ind fenrour of moid, wliicii flicmldlii 
employed in thofe gr^t veigfacy fubflandals <|i 
Cfariftianity, runs out and ^^sds itfdf in ^boft 
little colbterals, and foperftrudions, and addlw 
ments, fome placing the greateft eameftndb ^m 
intention, contention of mind to' havethem^ vsA 
fome placing the intention and fiervonr of tfacir| 
siind to be without them, not unlike thofe oil 
contentions between the eaftem and weftesii 
churches touching the time of the pidchal obfer-| 
vation, one party excommunicating the other fat 
their diflent, as if the whole weight and &re& d 
the Chriftiah religion lay in ihdTe littie addit»- 
ments. '^^ 

5. And hereupon there arife fcl^fins, fa 
and perfoxial animofities, difirrimiBatioh of p; 
cenforiouinefs, and ftudied dfarangings of profi 
fors of ChrfftiaQity, oftentimes oneparty decli: 
thofe pradkes which are good and comment' 
in the odier, to keep their dilbnces the mare i 
jfecondleable, and each party efpoufii^ fome 
difcriminating habits, nixies, land ibmetimes 
by opinion in matters of religion, that may e(far: 
and difcrhninate them each from titef odier ^ 
ifaefe opinions, though of littis nofsttnt or 
jquence, (it may be whether true or &Ue) azerad^ 
^vanced up into left iban aeticies of hiA^ for thl 
£ike of tluB difcrtOHmoion, when:po£Uy tfaey^ail 
of little moment, whether they be afiented untaij^ 
not, of lefe certainty, and Ime little or no mfio- 
€nce or concern in the fubftamce of CfarUtian: doi^ 
trine. 3 

4. And hereupon it oftentimes comes 'to joM 
tha^t not only tbecommpn ibgiid:o£ diatity^^ 
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ZSiviiftiaa l&re is brc^en between the profeftm of 
Ite iame fubftantials in Chiiftiaaity, but there is 
noil ordinarily much more feveiity, and perfecii« 
ioii) and implacablenefty and inrecoocilcablenefi^ 
nore endea?ottrs to undennine and fiipplant, and 
^i^grace diflenters, itiojre fcorm, and vilifying, and 
^proach, and inlblence one towards another in 
^eir viciffitudee of advants^e, than there is be« 
;:sireen profeflbrs of Chriftiamty, and men of the 
Bftoft locfie and pmphane lives, between Orthodox 
ind Heretics, nay, between Ghriflians and Turks, 
»r Infidels many times. 

S^ And fmm this there arlfetb a noft fruitful^ 
smd a moft isftevitable iacreafe of athetfm, and con* 
•edipc of religion, in niaAy of the fpedatovs ctf 
this game among profeffors of the Chriilisn reli«- 
Igiati, and that upcm thefe two accouais : Priaci* 
pally, becaufe when they hear each party, declare, 
fys tliey muft if they declare crutn) m their fer- 
^ons and wrii^gs, that the dodrine of Chriftiam* 
ff enjoins mutusd love, condefcenfion, charity^ 
Wefitlenefs, meeknefs, and yet ib little pra6tifed by 
Hifienting parcies, men are apt to conclude, tlm 
,rither thefe perfons do not believe what they pre* 
Ijl^d to preach and publifli, or that the dodrine of 
^hriftiamty was a notion said ^peculation, and ne* 
yer intended as a neceflary mle of pfa^ce, fince 
jiie ^reateft pi^elendeM to the reUgioiv c^ Chrift, 
lefo little of it. 
S; Becaufe when men fee that rhofe tittle fo- 
rftrudions and addiiions are by the one fide 
l^ofecttfed, and on the other fide decried, with as 
^uch animofity, fervour, aad fevcrities^ as the 
^ weighty and iapiD^tant iroihs, and precepts 
o 2 
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hom A9f ame io, then it were prudnce to 
penfe with or change them. 

5. That they be oot urged mtk too much 
gour or feverity upon fuch as confcientioufly 
^e tbem. Charity to a weak brother in tlui 
indifferent in their own nature, is then to be 
frdfed; when ray brother is offended therewitl^ 
pr never : 9nd it it be faid it is his duty to ful 
to t^ church, an^l not the church to him^ I 
think that ^jUwer will not Hsn^ h^ this c^e, £of] 
fyrely thai;gh a child owes a duty to a & 
yet his negled thereof, efpecia)ly if it be upon 
icpnfcignriaus account, wil} not excufe the negl 
pf % father's dMty to his chjld : the ^poftle prcel 
/dQTed he would abftain from things Uw&l ralhef | 
^q pffs^d his weak brother. 

6. And efpecially that we be careful to remeo)- 
ber that religion is another thing from thefe cere- 
moniea. Thefe are of ufe, u e. for om^nient; 
they are the ^refling^ apd the trimili^s of reli- 
g^o^ ^ the beft, but thefqur of God }sof jibighef 

Ir is a pitiful thing to fee men run upon this 
laiiltake, efpecially in chde lattt^r [imefi; one plac* 
ing all his reIi^io:i in holding th Popeio be Chr fl's 
vjcars another placing religion in this, ro hold, no 
J^apirt can be faved : One holding all religion ; 
confift in holding epi copacy ^ be yV ' 
Ittioiiier ill holding PrefliytL rif ^e 
m^olher in crying up congw 
another in ^nabaptifm ; ^ 
id th / ftrl^ft obfervauon 
jn a ll ricl refuliil *4 ^ _ 
of religion in put** 




Cff fotnething annexed or appendtcated to r^igioa^ 
to make k.pletafing to their appetite* A certain 
fisiuce tkat may entertaui their fancf ^ after wbtcb 
k may ran, and wherein it may pleafe itfelL And 
tbefe fa»ees to reMgk>n are yarions, and variouily 
pleafing^ accorcting to the various inclinations of 
men : ftfoA ordinarily the fancies of men affis6^ 
tp«ne things fptendid and fenfible to be fuperadded 
to reiigbn ; the ITraelites wovld need^ have god& 
that nnght go before them ; and . in compiasce 
with this humoor, mod of the ftrange modes and 

SsfticidatioiiB among the Heathms, amd moft of 
e fuperftitious Ceremonies and rites among the 
Papiftsy were mvented. 

Again^ iiMnedmes the homoor of the people 
nms in the other extreme^ either they will hare no- 
thing of form cnr order^ or all fuch forms or or* 
dersy 28 are extremely oppofite to what others 
ufe, and place their delight and coaoplacency 
therein : And by this means oftentimes it comey 
to pofs, that men are carried with greater eameft* 
aefs smd vehemence after diofe pbeentia, the eo* 
tertainments of thdr fancies, than to the true fub-« 
ftance of refigion itfelf. 

4. Qfteiuimes it comes to paft, that there are . 
two very jealous concerns, and imparient of any 
eorrival, that are engaged each againft other in 
thefe different and di&ndng pradnces^ relating to 
collaterals in reKgion ; on the one fide, power and 
anthority is very tender of its own intereft, and 
j^lous of a competitor or rival : On the other 
fide, confcience and perftiafion, either qf the he« 
eeffity or unlawfufaiefs of any thing, is very jeabus 
or fearfo)> and fofpidons of any thiqg tbat might 

o a 
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.a foul to care for ; and hence it is that fcarce anf | 

great contefl between princes hath happened in j 
lefe latter years, nor fcarce any commotion in z 
ftate, but religion is owned on all fides ; and God, 
and his caufe, and his church, owned on all hands, 
and therefore ftill the fcramble is for religion, and 
who (hall keep the opinion of religion mofl* firm 
to them ; and therefore they, on all hands, infufe 
into the thing they call religion, tbofe things that 
may mod probably and politically hold to their 
party. 

Again, in conteft among clergymen, every one 
trims and orders religion m that drefs, that may 
mod make it their own, and fecure it to them- 
felves. 

Take the Popifli clergymen : hold. what you 
will, if you hold not the fupremacy and vicariot 
of the Pope, all the reft of your religion is not 
worth a rufh. 

Come to the reformed epifcopal clergy : as to 
the Pope's fupremacy they difclaim it ; but if you 
acknowledge not epifcopal government, if you 
fwear not canonical obedience to your ordinary, 
if you fubmit not to the liturgy, and ceremonibs, 
and veftments, and mufic ufed in the church, 
you are at beft a fchifmatic. 

Again, come to the Prefbyterian clergy, they 
will tell you Epifcopal government is Romifh and 
fuperftitious, and their ceremonies and ufages, 
Antichriftian ufurpations ; but if you mean to be 
of a warrantable religion, you muft fubmit to the 
Prefbyterian government, as truly apoftolical. 

Come to the Independent, he declaims againft 
both the former, and tells you, that the true con« 
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If^lnjty to jipoftplical ordev is in the congregate 
onal way. 

T^e the Anabaptift, and he tells you all the 
forager are vaii^ ^d irreligiaps, unlefs yop witf 
be re-baptized, and enlifted in their church. 

Again, in points of dodtrinej a$ weH as difci- 
pline, it is moil plaiq, th;^ tei^b are profefled 
QJT decried for diftinj^lion of parties : witnefs thje 
ppnteft between the Arminian party, and the Cal- 
yini(lical party, which are only ufed as methods 
on either fide, to attrad profely tes, and diflii)guifh 
^>arties : and in thefe and the like diftin£iions of 
parties and profe^ions, the fuperftrudiops afid 
additionf , are in a manner incorporated and graft- 
ed into religion, jand in effe^ give the only di^ 
' saonftration to it, ^cprding to the y^rious interefls 
and aflfedions of partis ; when in truth, the main 
bi^ianefs of thefe, and the like additions and fu- 
perftrufUons, are but policies to diftinguifli, and 
fortify, and increafe parties 

3. Ther« are fome fuper-^dditiops to religion, 
that though I do not thank they ^e to be con- 
denined, yet a^ e carefully to be diftinguiflied froip 
the true and natural life of religion ; and fo long 
as they are kept under that apprehenfion, they 
may^ if prudently applied ^nd managed, do good, 
put if either they are imprudently inftituted, inj- 
prudeiiily applied, or inconfiderably over-valued, 
* ^s if they were religion, they niayj and many time^ 
"do harm; and fuch are decent an4 inoffenfive 
forms in the external worfliip of God appointed 
by the civil raagiftrate, by the advice of thofe that 
^^eddervedly eminent in the church for their 
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piety, learning, and prudence. And there feeim 
to be very good reafon for it. 

1. Becaufe, if every man ihould be left to him- 
felf, there would confufion enfue; becaufe no 
man knew another's mind, or rule of his exter* 
nal deportment. 

2. All men have not that equal prudence to 
judge what were fit to be ufed : the magiftrates I 
are bed to make choice of thofe perfons that are 
fitteft to advife, and their recommendations would 
be of greateft authority with others. 

S. It is moft certain, that man being compofiEfd 
of foul and body, cannot fo regularly and well 
fix himfelf to his duty, without fome juftifiable 
help tQ his devotion ; fuch are vocal prayers, 
kneeling, and other geftures proper for the mat- 
ter of worfhip which he intends. 

And this may be one reafon, why the Lord, 
though he ftri^lly forbad all idolatry and fuperfti- , 
tion, and heatheniih pradice to the Jews, yet did 
appoint facrifices, priefis, a glorious tabernacle, 
and the ark, which was not only a diverfion from 
the Egyptian idolatry, which they had feen, but] 
alfo a help to their natural infirmity for the excit- 1 
ation bf their devotion. ' 

* And although our Lord Jefus cathe to abrogate 
even that indulgence, and foretold that thofe that 
•* worihipped the Father, ihould worfhip in fpirit,^ 
and in truth,** under the gofpel ; yet it is certain, 
that the immediate apoftles of Chrift did fet cer- 
tain orderly obfervances in the church for decen- 
.cy*sfake; and it was juftly allowable: as con- 1 
cerning the order of the exercife of their fuper- 
natural gifts, concerning women's fpcaking in the 
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slterch, concerning men's bdng covered in the 
^liurch, and women veiled ; concerning the man^ 
ner and order of receiving the facrament, and the 
like. 

But as there be reafons for it, fo there be can- 
tions to be ufed in it. 

1. That they be not too numerous ; for their 
multitude will rather opprefs than fecure religion. 

2. That in their natures they be not fupemiti- 
0US9 but keep as* much diftance from it as well 
may be ; otherwife they will be in religion, as the 
dead fly in the apothecary's ointment. 

S. That they be clean and decent, not too AiU 
of pomp or oftentation: ceremonies ihould be 
Vufed as we ufe a glafs, rather to preferve the oi^ 
than to adorn it. Too much pomp caufeth je»- 
louiies, even in good men, of a degeneration dther 
to Jewifli ceremonies or popifh vanities. 

4. That though fuch are not to be rejefted, be- 
caufe they are ancient, fo if they become unfea- 
fonable, they are not to be held merely becaufe 
they are ancient. It is with ceremonies, as wi(h 
feme other things, that are fitted to be changed 

■ when they are become unufeful or offenfive, as 
' the love-feafts, extreme- unftion, and fome other 

things, poflibly pradifed, and fit enough in the 
primitive times : many ceremonies were at firft 
invented and praftifedj to win over unconverted 
heathens; to encourage weak Chriftians, efpeci* 
' ally the Jews, who were not eafily to be drawn 
from their legal ceremonies: but when people 

■ become a knowing people, that fee beyond thofe 
ceremonies, and underftahd when, and why, and 
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as well as mhnicai imitations and difdaioful ok 
ings of thofe perfons, and that party whom he 
fignii to di^iarage : fearce a page but feme 
handfome mention of the Spirit, and Chrift, 
grace, and £unt8, and foine Scripture ezpreffioas f 
and if it Aall be find, that he doth it but only i&i 
exprobaticm of fiich perfons as abufed or mifi^ 
plied filch eacpreffions, and it is not with intent tfl^ 
reproash the Scripture, or thofe pfarafes that 
ddfumed fr4»iii k, but to (how the boldnefs 
miftakes of them that have mifapplied or abufi 
Aero* 

I nfwer,, h That diefe mi^pUcatioiis an^ &i^ 
Mtfifideratr ofes of Scripture phn^ by Aem^ 
ifaoQgk it be |aft}y ncproreable, yet it k ^ tebsa 
intolerable inr him;. Though their miftakes vir&^ 
weak and todUSh^ yet tkey were ferious in thofi^^ 
wryoiiftakes; botdii^naa^iitthsiftriottflf andde^! 
fignedlf maked die escpyeffioaridurulous and coo^ 
temptaile: S. Their ainrfes of Scripeunsi aticl 
Scriptwe pknte wiU Hot ait ali 'fsAlfytba fike ii 
him^ thoiigfc in another kindl, an^ktaaHothet end^' 
he ni^j^ hawe leaned to I^rve atoided i3le fottf 
and mcoafideraMiefs of the ethers, aod not ba«# 
«l;idiiplied k in faimfelf by a worfe method ol 



CertaiMi^t ^fl^'Ciawr he was dtat made^ 
ferencesy i dare hjj he had no fuch jpotreiil d 
writing from ihe apoiUesor fiitbers. The neareft 
copy rtaae Ikaiow of ii is the A-^^^-^, and thoogb 
be feems a man of wit and learning, and pdfibly^ 
woald" toe feiMbocfy m the world, 1 dare &y, they 
thai chenA hiai ii^ die msiin of Iris de%n,. are a* 
fiaoMAof hia kvmXSkf^ and mifl k kad l^ca 
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fpared, and fo perdianoe tetaj he be trfien nK^e 
years have better coafidera£ioii. The oHfchv^ 
^hat eome.by this xnamur of wriciDg are veiy gceat 
.and many. 

1. Firft, it makes diffimxioes inreoondleible* 
"When dt&rences ciyil or ecclefiailicsl in judgment 
5or pra&ice,haiYen9 gentfettefe^ foftneft, miklnefi^ 
and jMStfonal r)d|>fiQfttkiefs j^et the paffions and 
fpirits of the aduerfe party, gain upon him, get 
;«rithin him ; and uriien the perion is thus won, 
and oyer<niatched with iweetflefs, and kindnefe^ 
and pcafonal jeabufies, and pmjiidiees vimamd^ 
perimfions and afgiunsnts gnmr pse«de»t, oome 
wkfa their fiiU veigfat, are entertsuoed oaloily aad 
;Confiderately, and infenfiUy gain ground etreii 
upoatheju^j^oent: buti never yetkimr any man 
x:onvertfd by an angry^ paffionate^ railing admiv 
fary, for fuch kind of behaviour pre£mtly raifalk 
in diffi adverfiuy the like paffions and prefu^ce, 
and makes the diftanee greater ; and dbe paifions 
' J>dng engagrd in the quarrd, the judgments of 
' both iideisjave loft, or blinded, or filmced with 
^ the duft and aoifeof paflioaatedigiadiatiens; «nd^'^^ 
I indeed, confidering how apparenny and evidently ^> 
1 iiich kind of dealmg between 13iffiml»s, renders 
compofiires ahnoft ioqiafible, jad yet oirfervii^ 
I iicyw much this courfe of reviling, and opproim^ 
' 1OUS5 and tmmanly, as well ae^utchiiAian bnguage^, 
is' in practice, I thou^t that it hash been a real 
, iiefign to reorder each party odious and iirecoiw 
, cileable to the osher, and ilie hopes of compofui^ 
idcSperate. For who can ever espeA that any 
man, or any fort of men, fliould be drawn over 
V toihat jarty that ihall publicly fiile him brain- 
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iick, afboi, fiily, hypocrite, frantic, and a hundredj 
fuch fcomful appellations? or, that men will be^ 
eafily drawn to relinquifh thofe opinions or per^ 
fuafions, when they mud: thereby in effed fiib^ 
fcribe to fuch epithets and appellations before all 
the world ? and of all things in the world, men 
can with the leaft patience bear refle£tions upon 
their tntelleduals, and are moft irrecondleable to 
them ^hat traduce or abufe them therein. 

2. It greatly difadvantageth the caufe as well asj 
the perfons of thofe that \^e this method amongft 
fober indifferent obfervers, who will be ready toj 
conclude them a parcel of people tranfported byj 
paffions, weak, and prejudicated-; and look upon 
fuch a cafe as is maintained by railing, fcoffing,! 
raillery and unproved calumnies, as weak, and 
ilanding in need of fuch rudenefs to fupport and 
maintain it, 

S. It expofeth religion itfelf to the deridon c£ 
Atheifts, and confirms them in then: atheifm, and 
gains them too many profelytes ; and that princi- 
pally upon thefe reafons. 1. Becaufe they find 
that clergymen do tell them in the pulpits, that 
Chrift himfelf, and his Apoftles condemned rail- 
ing, fcandalous appellations, as Racha, and fool, 
evil-fpeaking, foc^lh jefting, mocking, reviling; 
this they tell men, and they tell them truly, and i 
yet thefe very men that call themfelves minifters 
of Chrift, meffengers of the gofpcl of peace, take ' 
that admirable liberty of reproaching, fcoffing, | 
•and deriding one another in their public pam-^ 
phlets and difcourfes ^ that can £carce be .ejcampled t 
among the moft invedtive ranks of perfons, whofe i 
trade ic is to be fatirical, and render people ridi- 
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."Culous : nay, fo far hath this excellent manage 
-prevailed ambng clergymen, that their fcofFs and 
^reproaches are piot levelled at tjie perfons, or per- 
.fonal defers of Diffenters, but rather than want 
rfupports for their party, will have ugly flings at 
religion itfelf, at fcripture expreffions : And when 
.men fee fuch a courfe of praftice among the 
preachers and clergymen, they are ready to con- 
clude, that furely they believe npt themfelves what 
.they preach to others ; therefore think they have 
a fair pretence not to believe them. 

2. But principally thefe great animofities and 
tranfports of Diffenting clergymen, confirms and 
promotes atheifm, upon this account, that the 
things about which this wonderful hate is ftrucken 
between thefe parties, are fuch as both parties 
: agree to be none of the fundamentals of the re- 
ligion profeffed by both, but accefTaries and ac- 
; ceffions, and fuch indeed as by-ftanders think are 
, of very fmall moment ; and yet when men fee fo 
much heat and pafEon, fo much fervour and con- 
tention, fuch reproaches and revilings, fych exaf- 
perations of authority on either party, fuch mutual 
profecutions one of another, that more could not 
poflibly be done between Diffenters in thofe points 
"which both agree to be fundamental. Atheiftical 
fpirits >are apt to conclude, that probably thofe 
points, that both fides fuppofed to be of greater 
moment, are ejufdem farina ^ with thofe in contefts, 
fince they are not, nor cannot be profecuted with 
greater fervour, than thefe, which all men take to 
be fmall and inconfiderable, and that it is intereft, 
vain-glory, and applaufe, or fome other temporal 
concern, that gives this fervour and zeal in mat» 

p 
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ters of religion, more than the true concerns cf 
itfelf. The conclufion therefore is, that men for 
their own fakes, and for the fake and honour c^ 
the Chriftian religion, vould ufe more temper- 
.ance, prudence, and moderation, in contefts about 
circumftantials» 



ADDITIONAL NOTES 

OP THE 

LIFE AND DEATH 

OP 

Six MATTHEW HALE, Knt. 
Written by Richard Baxter, 

At th€ RequeH of Edwa&d Stbphehs, £fq; Publiiher 
of his Contemplations, and his familiar Friend. 



10 THB RBADER. 

SINCE the hiftory of judge Hale's life is pub. 
liihed (written by Dr. Bvurnet very well) fome 
men have thought, that becaufe my familiarity 
with him was known^ and the lad time of a n>iui'$ 
life is fuppofed to contain his maturefl judgment, 
time,ftudy, and experience corre£l:ing fornaer over^ 
fights ;. and this great man who w)s moft diligently 
and thirftily learning to the laft, was like to be 
ilill wifer, the notice that I had of him in th^ 
latter years of his life ihould not be omitted. 

I was never acquainted with him till 1667, and 
therefore having nothing to fay of the former part 
of his life ; nor of the latter, as to any public 
affairs, but only of what our familiar converf? 
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acquainted me : but the vifible eSe&s made me 
wonder at the induftry and unwearied labours cf 
his former life. Befides the four volumes againft 
atheifm and infidelity, in folio, which I after 
mention, when I was defired to borrow a munu^ 
fcript of his law coUeftions, he fhewed me, as 1 
remember, about two and thirty folios, and told 
me, he had no other on that fubjeft, (coUeftions 
out of the tower records, &c.) and that the ama- 
nuenfis \york that wrote them, c6ft him a thoufand 
pound. He was fo fet on ftudy, that he fefolvedly 
avoided all neceffary diverfions, and fo little valued 
either grandeur, weahh, or any worldly vanity, 
that he avoided them to that notable degree, which 
incompetent judges took to be an excefs. His habit 
was fo coarfe and plain, that I, who am thought 
guilty of a culpable negleft therein, have been bold 
to defire him to lay by fome thiiigs which feemed 
too homely. The houfe which I furrendered to 
him, and wherein he lived at Adon, was indeed 
well fituate but very fmall, and fo far below the 
ordinary dwellings of men of his rank, as that di- 
vers farmers thereabout had better ; but it pleafed 
him. Many cenfured him for chafing his laft wife 
belpw his quality : but the good man more regard- 
ed hisx)wn daily comfort, than men's thoughts and 
talk. As for as I could difcern, he chofe one very 
fuitable to his ends ; one of his own judgment and 
temper, prudent and loving and fit to pleafe him ; 
and that would not draw on him the trouble of 
much acquaintance and relations. His houfekeep- 
ing was according to the reft, like his eftate and 
^ind, but not like his place and honour : for he 
refolved never to grafp at riches, nor take great 
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fees, but would refufe what many others thought 
too little. I wondered when he told me how fm^U 
Kis . eftate wa$, after fuch ways of getting as were 
before him : but as he had little, and defired little^ 
fo he was content with little, and fuited bis dwell- 
i|ig, table, and retinue thereto. He greatly fbunned 
the vifKs of many, or great perfctos, that qame not; 
to him on neceifary bufmefs, becaufe all his hours 
were precious to him, and therefore he contrived 
the avoiding of them, and the free enjoyment of 
his beloved privacy. 

I mu(t with 9 glad remembrance acknowledge, 
that while we were fo unfuitable in places and 
worth, yet fome fuitablenefs of judgment and dif* 
pofition mad^ our frequent converfe pleafing to u$ 
l>oth« The laft time fave one, that I was at hi« 
houfe, he made me lodge there, and in the moror 
ing inviting me to more frequent vifits, faid no 
man fhall be more welcome ^ and he was no dif*- 
fembler. To fignify his love, he put my. nam^ 
as a legatee in his will, bequeathing me forty fliil- 
Jings, Mr. Stephens gave me two manufcriptfi^ 
9s appointed by him for me, declaring his judgment 
of our church contentions and their cure (after 
mentioned.) Though they areimperfed as writt- 
ten on the fame queftion at feveral times, I had n 
great mind to print them, to try whether the 
comnion reverence of the author would cool any 
of QUjr contentious clergy : but hearing that there 
-was a reftraint in his will, 1 took out part of a 
copy in which I find thefe words, *' I do exprefsly 
declare, that I will have nothing of my writings 
printed after my death, but only fuch as I ihall 
ia jny.lifettime deliyer out, to be pmed." And 
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not having received this in his life-time, nor to beM 
printed in exprefs terms, I am afraid of croflingM 
the will of the dead, though he ordered them for 
me. 

It (hewed his mean eftate as to. riches, that in 
his will he is put to diftribute the profits of a book 
or two when printed, among his friends and fer- 
vants. Alas ! we that are great loofers by print- 
ing, know that it muft be a fmall gain that muft 
thus accrue to them. Doubtlefs, if the lord chief 
juftice Hale had gathered money as other lawyers 
do that had lefs advantage, as he wanted not will, 
lb he would not have wanted power to have left 
them far greater legacies. But the fervants of a 
felf denying mortified mafter, muft be content to 
fuflfer by his virtues, which yet if they imitate him, 
will turn to their final gain. 

God made Jiim a public good, which is more 
than to get riches. His great judgment and known 
integrity, commanded refpeft from thofe that 
knew him ; fo that I verily think, that no one 
fubjeft fince the days that hiftory hath notified the 
affairs of England to us, went off the ftage with 
greater and more univerfal love and honour; 
(and what honour without love is, I underfland 
not.) I remember when his fucceffor, the lord 
chief juftice Rainsford, falling into fome mdan- 
choly, came and fent to me for fome advice, he 
did it as he faid, becaufe judge Hale defired him 
fo to do ; and expreffed fo great refpeft to his judg- 
ment and writings, as I perceived much prevailed 
with him. And many have profited by his con- 
templations, who would never have read them, 
had they l>een written by fach a one as I. Yet 
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among all his books and difcourfes, I never knew 
of thefe until he was dead. 

His refolution for juftice was fo great, that I am 
perfuaded, that no wealth nor honour would have 
hired him knowingly to do one unjuft z6t. 

And though he left us in forrow, I cannot but 
acknowledge it a great mercy to him, to be taken 
away when he was. Alas ! what would the good 
man have done, if he had been put by plotters, 
and traitors, and fwearers, and forfwearers, upon 
all that his fuccefibrs have been put to ? In like- 
lihood, even all his great wifdom and fincerity, 
could never have got him through fuch a wilder- 
nefs of thorns, and briars, and wil4 beafts, with* 
out tearing in pieces his entire reputation, if he had 
never fo well fecured his confcience. O ! how fea- 
fonably did he avoid the tempeft and go to Chrift. 

And fo have fo many excdlent perfons fince 
then, and efpecially within the fpace of one year,* 
as may well make England tremble at the prog* 
noftic, that the righteous are taken as from the 
evil to come. And alas ! what an evil is it like to 
be? We feel our lofs. We fear the common 
. danger. But what believer can chufe but acknow- 
ledge God*s mercy to them, in taking them up to 
the world of light, love, peace and order, when 
confufion is coming upon this world, by darknefs, 
malignity, perfidioufnefs and cruelty. Some think 
that the lad conflagration (hall turn this earth 
into hell. If fo who would not firft be taken from 
it? And when it is fo like to hell already, who 
would not rather be in heaven ? 

Though fome miftook this man for a mere phi- 
lofopher or humanift, that knew hun not withm ; 
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yet his mod ferious defcription of the fafferia^ ij 
Chrift, and his copious volumes to prgve the trutlbl 
of the fcripture, cbriftiaiuty, our immortality, and j 
the Deity, do prore fo much reality in his faity 
and devotion, as makes us paft doubt of the reaK*t 
ty of his regard and glory. 

Wh«i he found his belly fwell, his breath and! 
ftrength much abate^ a6d hi3 face and fiefli decay J 
be chearfuUy received the fentence of death : ai4 
though Dr. Gliifon by mere oximel fquilliticanvj 
ieemed a while to eafe him, yet that alfo Toon failed 
him ; and he told me, he was prepared and con- 
tented comfortably to receive his change. And 
accordingly he left us, and went into his native 
country of Gloucefterfliire to die, as the hiftory 
tells you. 

Mr. Edward Stephens being moft familiar with 
him, told me bis purpofe to write his life : and 
defired me to draw up the mere narrative of my 
ihort familiarity with him ; which I did as follow- 
eth : by hearing no more of him, caft it by ; hut 
others defiring it, upon the fight of the publifhed 
hiftory of his life by Dr. Burnet, I have left it to 
the difcretion of fome of them, to do with it what 
they will. 

And being half dead already in thofe deareft 
friends who were half myfelf, am much the more 
willing to leave this mole-hill, andprifon of earthy 
to be with that wife and bleffed fociety, who being 
united to their head in glory, do not envy, hate, 
or perfecute each other, nor forfake God, not 
fhall ever be forfaken by him» 

R. B. 
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'^b^ote, That this narrative was written two years 
before Dr. Burnet's ; and it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but that he had better infSrmation of 
hismanufcripts,and fomeother circumftances, 
than I. But of thofe manufcripts directed to 
me, about the fqul*s immortality, of which I 
have the originals under his hand, and alfo 
of His thoughts of the fubjeds mentioned by 
me, from 1671, till he went to die in Glou- 
cefterlfaire, Ihad the fulleit notice. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 
On the life and DEATH of 

Six MATTHEW HALE, Knt- ^ 



To my Worthy Friend Mr. Stephens, the Fa 
liflier of Judge Hale's Contemplations. 
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SIR, 



YOU defired me to give you notice of what 
I knew in my perfonal converfe^ of the great 
lord chief juftice or England, fir Matthew Haler 
Tou have partly made any thing of mine unmeet 
for the fight of any but yourfelf and his private I 
friends (to whom it is ufeiefs) by your divulging 
thofe words of his extraordinary favour to me, 
which will make it thought, that I am partial in 
his praifes. And indeed that exceilive efleem of 
his, which you have told men of, is a divulging of 
his imperfeftion, who did over- value fo unworthy 
a perfon as I know myfelf to be. 

I will promife you to fay nothing but the truth ; 
and judge of it and ufe it as you pleafe. 

My acquaintance with him was not long : and 
I looked on him as an excellent perfon ftudied in 
his own way, which I hoped I fliould never have 
occafion to make much ufe of; but I thought not 
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fo verfed in our matters as ourfelves. I was cons. 

Brmed in this conceit by the firft report I had from 

him, which was his wifh, that Dr. Reignolds, 

Mr. Calamy, and I, would have taken biftiopricS) 

when they were oflFered us by the lord chancellor^ 

ks from the king, in 1 660, (as one did.) I thought 

lie und^ood not our cscfe, or the true ftate of 

Snglifli prelacy. Many years after when I lived 

at Afton, he being lord chief baron df the excheu 

quer, fuddenly took a houfe in the village. We 

fet next feats together at church for many weeks^ 

hut neither did he ever fpeak to me or I to him. 

At laft; my extraordinary friend (to whom I waft 

more beholden than I muft here exprefs,) feijeant 

fountain, aflced me, why I did not vifit the lord 

xhief baron ? I told hitn, becaufe I had no reafon 

for it, being a ftranger to him ; and had fome 

againft it, viz. that a judge, whofe reputation was 

tieceflary to the ends of his office, fhould not bfe 

brought uhder court fufpicion, or difgrace, by his 

familiarity with a perfon, whom the intereft and 

diligence of fome prelates had rendered fo odious, 

*as I knew myfelf to be with fuch, I durft not be. 

fo injurious to him. The ferjeant anfwered, it its 

not meet for him to come firft to you ; I know 

why I fpeak it : let me intreat you to go ilrft to 

*him. In obedience to which requeft I did it ; and 

\ fo we entered into neighbourly familiarity. I lived 

then in a fmall houfe, but it had a pleafant garden 

and backfide, which the (honeft) landlord had a 

i defire to fell. The judge had a mind to the houfe ; 

! 'but he would not meddle with it, till he got a 

^ ftranger to me, to come and enquire of me wbe- 

' ther I was willing to leave it ? I told him, I was 
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not only willing but defirous, not for my ovn| 
ends, but for my landlord's fake, who mull n 
Mi it : and fo he bought it, and lived in that 
houfe, till his mortal ficknefs fent him to the pi; 
of his interment. 

I will truly tell you the matter and the maimer 
of our converfe. We were oft together, and at 
moft all our difcourfe was philofophical,^ and efpe- 
cially about the nature of fpirits and fuperior 
regions ; and the nature, operations, and immor- 
tality of man's foul. And our difpofition and 
courfe of thoughts, were in fuch things fo like, 
that I did not much crofs the bent of his confer- 
ence. He ftudied phyfics, and got all new or old 
books of philofophy that he could meet with, as 
eagerly as if he had been a boy at the univerfity. 
Moufnerius, and Honoratus Faber, he defervedly 
much efteemed ; but yet took not the latter to be 
without fome miftakes. Mathematics lie ftudied 
more than I did, it being a knowledge which he 
much more efteemed than I did ^ who valued all 
knowledge by the greatnefs of the benefit, and 
neceifity of the ufe ; and my unikilf ulnefs in them, 
I acknowledge my great defeft, in which he much 
excelled. But we were both much addifted to 
know and read all the pretenders to more than 
ordinary in phyfics ; the Platonifts, the Peripa- 
tetics, the Epicureans (and efpecially their Gaf- 
fendus,) Teleius, Campanella, Patricius, Lullius, 
White, and every feft that made us any encourag- 
ing promife. We neither of us approved of all 
in Ariftotle ; but he valued him more than I did. 
We both greatly difliked the principles of Cartefius 
and Gaifendus (much more of the bruitifts, Hobbs 
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and SpinoTa ;) cfpedally their do£lrine de motu, 
and their obfcuring, or denying nature itfelt^ even 
the {Hincipia motus, the virtutes fonnales, which 
are the caufes of operations. 

Whenever we were together, he was the fpring 
of our difcourfe (2ii chufmg the fubjed :) and moft 
of it ftiU was 6f the nature of fpirits, and the 
immortality, ftate, and operations of feparated 
fouls. We both were confcious of human darknefs, 
and how much of our underflandings, quiet in 
fuch matters, mud be fetched from our , implicit 
truft in the goodnefs and promifes of God, rather 
than from a clear and fatisfying conception of the 
mode of feparated fopls operations; and how 
great ufe we have herein of our faith in Jefus 
Chrift, as t^e is the undertaker, mediator, the 
Lord and lover of fouls, and the adual poiTeflbr of 
that glory. Bi;it yet we thought, that it greatly 
concerned us, to fearch as far as God allowed us, 
into a matter of fo great moment ; and that even 
iittle and obfcure profpeds into the heavenly Aate^ 
are more excell^t than much and applauded 
knowledge of tranfitory things. 

He was much in urging difficulties and objec* 
tions ; but you could not tell by them what was 
his own judgment : for when he was able to anfw^ 
them himfelf, he would draw out anothers anfwen 

He was but of a flow fpeech, and fometim* fo 
hefitating, that a ftranger would have thought 
him a man of low parts, that knew not readily 
what to fay (though ready at other dmes.) .But 
I never faw Cicero's doftrine de Oratore, mor^ 
verified in any man, that fumifhing the mind with 
all forts of knowledge, is the chief thing to makt 
G 
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an excellent orator : for when tbere is abundaiii^e 
and clearnefs of knowledge in the inind» it inriU 
fumifli even a flow tongue to fpeak that whkh 
by its congruence and verity (ball prevail. Such 
^ one> never wants moving matter, nor an anfwer 
to vain objeftors* 

The mamier of our converfe was as fuitable to 
my inclination as the matter. For whereas many 
bred in univerfitiies, and called fchokrs, have not 
the wit) manners, or patience, to hewr thofe that 
they difcourfe with fpeak to the aad, but through 
iiit and impotency cannot hold, but cut oflF a 
soan's fpeech when they hear any thing that urgetk 
them, before the latter part make the former inteU 
ligible or ftrong (when oft the pf oof and ufe is 
reCerved to the end^) liker fcolds than fdiolars ; as 
if they commanded filence at the end of each 
fentence to him that ipeaketh, or etfe would have 
two talk at once. I dp lui not retn^nber, that ev^ 
he and I did interrupt each other in any difcourfe^ 
His wifdom and accuftomed patience caufed him 
Bill to ilay for the end. And though my difpoii* 
tion have too much forwardnefs to fpeak, I had 
oot ib little wit or manners, as to intiarri^Tt hitn ; 
inrhiereby we far better underftood each other, thaa 
we. could have done in chopping and maimed dif* 

t He was much for coming to philofbphical 
knowledge by the help of experiments : but ht 
thought, that our i^w philofoj^ers, as fome caU 
thd Cartefiaiiis, had taken up many fallacies as 
experiments, and had made as unhappy a uft 
j|){ their trials, as many emperics and mounts 
|>a&ksdo in medicine: and thatAriftotle was a 
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man of far greater experience, as well as ftudy, 
than they. He was wont to fay, that lads at the 
univerfities had found it a way to be thought wifer 
than others, to join with boafters that cried down 
the ancients before they underftood them : for he 
thought that few of thefe contemners of Ariftotle, 
had ever fo far ftudied him, as to know his doc- 
trine, but fpoke againft they knew not what ; evert 
as fome fecular theologues take it tobethe way to 
be thought wife men and orthodox, to cant againft 
fome party or feft which they have advantage to 
contemn. It muft coft a man many years ftudy to 
know what Ariftotle held. But to read over Ma- 
girus (and perhaps the Conimbricenfefi or Zabar 
rell,) and then prate againft Ariftotle, requireth 
but a little time and labour. He could well bear 
it, when one that had thoroughly ftudied Ariftotle, 
diffented from him in any particular upon reafon ; 
but he loathed it in ignorant men, that were car- 
ried to it by (hameful vanity of mind. 

His many hai-d queftions, doubts and objeSionfi 
to me, occafioned me to draw up a fmall traft of 
the nature and immortality of man's foul, as prov- 
ed by natural light alone (by way of queftions 
and anfwers :) in which I had not bauHced the 
hardeft ol^eStions and difficulties that I could think 
of (conceiving that atheifts and fadducees are fd 
unhappily witty, and fatan fuch a tutor, that they 
are as like to think of them as I.) But the good 
man, when I fent it to him, was wifer than I, and 
fent me word in his return, that he would not 
have me pubfifli it in Englifh (nor without fome 
) alterations of the method ;) becaufe though he 
, thought I had fufficiently anfwered all the objec* 

2 
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tions^ yet ordinary readers would take deeper mto 
their minds fuch hard objedions as they never 
^eard brfore, than the anfwer (how full foever) 
would be able to overcome: whereupon, not 
having leifure to tranflate and alter it, I caft it 

. He feemed to reverence and believe the opinion 
of Dr. Willis, and fuch others, deanimis brutonm^ 
as being not f{Mritual fubftances. But when I fent 
him a confutation of them, he feemed to acquiefce, 
and as far as I could judge, did change his mind ; 
and had higher thoughts of fenfitive natures, than 
they that take them to be fome evanid qualities, 
proceeding from contexture, attemperation^ and 
motion. 

Yet he and I did think, that the notion of im- 
materiality, had little falisfaftory to acquaint us 
with the nature of a fpirit (not telling us any 
thing what it is, but what it is not.) And we 
thought, that the old Greek and Latin do£lois 
(cited by Fauftus Khegiculis, whom Mamertus 
anfwereth,) did mean by a body or matter (of 
which they faid fpiriis did confift,) the fame thing 
as we now mean by the fubftance of fpirits, diftin- 
guifbing them from mere accidents. And we 
thought it a matter of fpme moment, and no fmall 
difficulty, to tell what men mean here by the word 
[^fubftance,] if it be but a relative notion, be- 
caufe it doth fubjiare accideniibus etfubjijlere per 
Je^ relation is not proper fubftance. It is fubftance 
that doth fo fubfift : it is fomewhat, and not no- 
thing, nor an accident. Therefore if more than 
relation muft be meant, it will prove hard to dif- 
tinguiih fubftance from fubftance by the notion of 



OF SIR IWATTHfiW HALE. 187 

immateriality. Souls haveno (hadows : they are 
not palpable and grofs ; but they are SUBSTAN- 
TIAL LIFE, as VIRTUES. And it is hard to 
conceive, how a created vis vel virtus (hould be the 
adequate conceptus of a fpirit, and not rather an 
inadequate, fuppofing the conceptus of /ub/iantia 
fundamentalis (as Dr. Gliflbn calls it de vita na* 
tura^ feeing amnis virtus efirei alieni virtus. 

Yet he yielded to me, that virtus feu vis vitalis^ 

is not anima accidens^ but the conceptus formalis 

fpiritus^ fuppofing fubftaniia to be the conceptus 

fundamentalis : and both together exprefs the ef- 

fence of a fpirit. 

Every created being is paffive ; for recipit in 
Jiuxum caiife prima^ God tranfcendeth our defin- 
ing fkill : but where there is receptivity, many 
ancients thought there were fome pure fort of ma- 
teriality : and we fay, there is receptive fub- 
ftantiality : and who can defcribe the diflFerence 
(laying afide the formal virtues that difference 
things) between the higheft material fubftance, 
and the lowed fubflance, called immaterial. 

We were neither of us fatisfied with the notions 
of penetrability and indivifibility, as fufficient 
differences. But the virtutes fpecific^ plainly dif- 
ference. 

What latter thoughts, a year before he died, he 
had of thefe things, I know not : but fome fay, 
that a treatife of this fubjeft, the foul's immorta- 
iity, was his laft finiflied Work . (promifed in the 
end of his treatife of man's origination ;) and if 
we have the fight of that, it will fuller tell us hia 
jtidgment. 

One thing I muft notify to you> and to (hofe 
Q 3 
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that have his manufcripts, that when I fent lum a \ 
fcheme, with fome elucidaticms, he wrote me oa 
that and mjr treatife of the foul, aliiioft a quire ' 
of paper of animidvorfions ; by which you mull 
not conclude at all of his own judgment : for he 
profeffed to me, that he wrote them to me, not as 
his judgment, but (as his way was) as the hardeft 
objections which he would have fatisfadion in. 
And when I had written him a {}j)l anfwer to all, 
and have been oft fince with him, he feemed fatis- 
fied. You will wrong him therefore, if you 
Ihould print that written to me as his judgment. 

As to his judgment about religion ; our dif- 
courfe was very fparing about controverfies. He 
thought not lit to begin with me about them, nor I 
with him : and as it was in me, fo it feemed to be 
in him, from a conceit, that we were not fit to pre- 
tend to add much to one another. 

About matters of conformity, I could gladly 
have known his mind more fully : but I thought 
it unmeet tp put fuch queftions to a judge, who 
muft not fpeak againft the laws ; and he never 
oflfered his judgment to me. And I knew, that as 
I was to reverence him in his own profeffion, fo 
in matters of my profeffion and concernment, he 
expected not, that I ihould think as he, beyond 
the reafons which he gave. 

I muft fay, that he was of opinion, that the 
wealth and honour of the biihops was convenient, 
to enable them^ the better to relieve the poor, and 
refcue the inferior clergy from oppreffion, and to 
keep up the honour of religion in the world. But 
all this on fuppofition, that it would be in the hands 
of wife and good men, or eUe it would do as 
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riiuch harm. But when I afked him, wheth^ g^^t 
weahh and honour would not be moft eameftly 
defired and fought by the worft of men, while 
good men would not feek them ? And whether 
he that was the only fervent feeker, was not 
likelieft to obtain (except under fome rare extras 
Qrdinary prince ?) And fo whether it was not like 
to entail the office on the worft, and to arm 
Chrift's enemies againft him to the end of the 
world (which a provifion that had neither alluring 
nor nmch difcouraging temptation, might prevent,^ 
he gave me no anfwer, I have heard fome fay, if 
the pope were a good man, what a deal of good 
might he do ? But have popes therefore bleft the 
world. 

\ I can truly fay, that he greatly lamented the 
negligence, and ill lives, and violence of fome of 
the clergy ; and would oft fay, what have they 
their calling, honour and maintenance for, but to 
feek the inftrufting and faving of men's fouls ? 

He much lamented, that fo many worthy mini- 
fters were filenced, the church weakened, papifts 
ftrengthened, the caufe of love and piety greatly 
wronged and hindered by the prefent diflFerences 
about conformity. And hehajh told me his judg- 
ment, that the only means to heal us was, a 
new aft of uniformity, which Ihould. neither 
leave all at liberty, nor impofe any thing but 
neceiTary. 

I had once. a full opportunity to try his judg- 
ment far in this. It pleafed the lord keeper Bridg- 
man to invite Dr. Manton and myfelf (to whom 
> Dr. Bates at our defire was added,) to treat with 
^ Dr« Wilkins and Dr. Burton about the terms of 
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our reconciliation and reftoration to our minifteriai j 
liberty. After fome days conference, we came ^i 
agreement in all dfiings, as to the neceflary t< 
And becaufe Dn Wilkins and I had fpedal i 
macy with judge Hale, we defired him to draw it 
up in the form of an ad, which he willingly dii, 
and we agreed to every wonL But it |>leafed the 
houfe of commons, hearing of it, to begin their 
next feffion with a vote, that no fuch bill fliould 
be brought in ; and fo it died. 

Query 1. Whether after this and other fuch 
agreement, it be ingenuity, or fomewhat elfe, that 
hath ever fince faid, we know not what they would 
have ? And that at once call out to us, and yet 
ilridly forbid us to tell them what it is we take 
for fin, and what we defire. 

2. Wheth^ it be likely, that fuch men as 
biihop Wilkins, and Dr. Burton, and judge Hale, 
would confent to fuch terms of our concord, as 
ihouid be worfe than our prefent condition of divi- 
fion and convulfion is ? And whether the main- 
tainers of our dividing impofitions, be all wifer 
and better men than this judge and that i»fi)op. 
were? 

3« And whether it be any diftance ot opinion, 
or difficulty of bringing us to agreement, that 
keepeth England in its fad divifions, or rather 
fome mens opinion^ that our unity itfelf is not de« 
Arable, left it ftrengthen us ? The cafe is plain. 

His behaviour in the church was conformable, 
but prudent. He conftantiy heard a curate, too 
low for fuch an auditor. In comnxon-prayer he 
behav^ faimfelf as others, faving that, to avoid 
the differencing of the goipels uom the epifilesi 
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and the bowing at the name of Jefus, from the 
siames, Chrift, Saviour, God, &c. He would 
life fome equality in his geftures, and ftand up at 
the reading of all God's word alike. 

I had but one fear or fufpicion concerning him, 
"orhich fince I am afTured was groundlefs : I was 
afraid leaft he had been too little for the pradical 
part of religion, as to the working of the foul to- 
wards God, in prayer, meditation, &c. becaufe 
he feldom fpake to me of fuch fubjefits, nor of 
pra£tical books, or fermons ; but was ftill fpeaking 
of philofophy, or of fpirits, fouls, the future ftate, 
and the nature of God. But at lad I underftood, 
that his averTenefs to hypocrify made him purpofely 
conceal the mod of fuch his practical thoughts and 
works, as the world now fmdeth by his contem- 
plations and other writings. 

He told me once, how God brought him to a 
fixed honour and obferyation of the Lord's day ; 
that when he was young, being in the weft, the 
iicknefs or death of fome relation at London, made 
fome matter or eftate to become his concernment ; 
which required his haftening to London from the 
weft: and he was commanded to travel on the 
Lord*s day : but I cannot well remember how 
many crofs accidents befel him in his journey ; 
one horfe fell lame, another died, and much more y 
which ftruck him with fuch fenfe of divine rebuke, 
as he never forgot. 

When I went out of the houfe, in which he 
fucceeded me, 1 went into a greater, over-againft 
the church-door. The town having great need 
of help for their fouls, I preached between the 
public fermons m my houfe, taking the people 
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with me to the church (to common*prayer anil . 
(ermcm) morning and evening* The judge tol4 ' 
me, that he thought my courfe did the churck 
much iervice ; and would carry it fo refpedfuOy 
to me at my door, that all the people might per- 
ceiTe his approbation. But Dr. Reeves could not 
bear it, but complained ag^nft me; andthebiflK^ 
of London caufed one Mr. Rofle of Brainford, and 
Mr. Philips, two juftices of the peace, to fend 
their warrants to apprehend me. I told the judge 
of the warrant, but afked him no counfel, nor he 
gave me none ; but with tears (hewed his forrow : 
(the only time that ever I faw him we^) So I 
was fent to the common gaol for (ix 'months, by 
thefe two juftices, by the procurement of the faid 
Dr. Reeves (his majefty's chaplain, dean of Wind- 
for, dean of Wolverhampton, parfon of Horfely, 
parfon of A£ton.) Wlien I came to move for my 
releafe upon a habeas corpus (by the counfel of 
my great friend feijeant Fountain,) I found, that 
the character which judge Hale had given of 
me, ftood me in fome ftead | and every one of the 
iour judges of the common-pleas, did not only 
acquit me, but faid more for me than my counfel, 
(via. judge Wild, judge Archer, judge Tyrel, and 
die lord chief juftice Vaughan;) and made me 
ienfible, how great a part of the honour of his 
majefty's government, and the peace of the king- 
dom, confided in the juftice of the judges. 

And indeed judge Hale would tell me, that 
bifliopUfher was much prejudiced againft lawyers, 
becaufe the worft caufes find their advocates : but 
that he and Mr. Selden had convinced him of the 
reafon« of it, to his fatisfadjon : and that he did 
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>y acquaintance with them^ brieve that there 
nrere as many honed men among lawyers, propor* 
:ionably» as amo^g any profeffion of men in £ng* 
iand (not excepting biihops or divines.) 

And I mud needs fay, that the improvement of 
reafon, the diverting men from fenfoality and 
Ldlene&, the maintaining of propriety and juftice, 
and confequently the peace and welfare of the 
kingdom, is very much to be afcribed to the judges, 
and lawyers. 

But this imprifonment brought me the great 
lofs of cbnverfe with judge Hale : for the parlia-* 
Bient in the next a£t againft conventicles, put into 
it divesrfe claufes, fuited to my cafe ; by which I 
-was obliged to go dwell in another country, and to 
forfake both London and my former habitation ; 
and yet the juftices of another county w^e partly 
enabled to purfue me. 

Before I went, the judge had put into my hand 
four volumes (in folio,) which he had written, to 
prove the being and providence of God» the im- 
mortality of the foul, and life to come, the truth 
of chriftiatHty, and of every book of the fcripture 
by itfelf, befides the common proofs of the whole. 
Three, of the four volumes I had read over, and 
was fent to the gaol before I read the fourth* I 
turned down a tew leaves for fome fn^aU animad- 
verfiisns, but had no time to give them him« I 
could not then perfuade him to review them foi* 
the prefs. The only fault I found with them of 
any moment, was that great copioofnefs, the effeA 
of his fulnefe and patience, which will be called 
tedioufnefs by impatient readers. 

When we wer^ feparated, he (thAt would re- 
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ceive no letters from iny man, about any matters 
which he was to judge) was defirous of lettar- 
converfe about our philofophical and fpiritual fub* 
jeds. I having then begun a Latin methodus 
theologise, fent him one of the fchemes (before 
mentioned,) containing the generals of the philo- 
phical part, with fome. notes tspon it ; which he 
fo over-ruled, that he urged me to proceed in the 
fame way. I objeded againft putting fo much phi- 
lofophy (though moftly but de homine) in a me- 
thod of theology : but he rejefied my objeftionsj^ 
and refolved me to go oil 

At laft it pleafed God to vifit him with hk 
mortal ficknefs. Having had the ftone before 
(which he found thick pond- water better eafe him 
o£j than the gravd fpring-water,) in a cold jour- 
ney, an extraordinary flux of urine took him firft, 
and then fuch a pain in his fide, as forced him to 
let much blood, more than once, to fave him from 
fudden fuflFocation or opprefSon. Ever after which 
he had death in his lapfed countenance, flefh and 
ftrength, with fliortnefs of breath. Dr. WilKs, 
in his life-time, wrote his cafe without his name, 
in an obfervation in his pharmaceut, &c. which 
was ihortly printed after his own death, and before 
his .patient's : but I dare fay it fo crudely, as is no 
honour to that book. 

When he had ftriven a while under his difeafe, 
he gave up his place, not fo much from the ap- 
preheniion of the nearnefs of his death (for he 
could have died comfortably in his public work,) 
but from the fenfe of his difabiiity to difcharge his 
part : but he ceafed not his ftudies, and that upon 
points which I could have wifhed him to let 
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go (being confident, that he was not far from his 
end.) 

I fent him a book which I newly publiftied, for 

jreconciling the controverfies about predeftination, 

redemption, grace, free-will, but defired. him not 

to beftow too much of his precious time upon it : 

"but (before he left his place) I found him at it fo 

oft, that I took the boldnefs to tell him, that I 

tliought more praftical writings were moft fuitable 

to his cafe, who was going from this contentious 

world. He gave me but little anfwer ; but I after 

found, that he plied pradicals and contemplatives 

in their feafon ; which he never thought meet to 

give me any account of. Only in general he oft 

told me, that the reafon and/eafonof his writings 

(againft atheifm, &c. aforefaid) were, both in his 

circuit and at home, he ufed to fet apart fome time 

for meditation, efpecially after the evening public 

worfliip every Lord's day ; and that he could not 

fo profitably keep his thoughts in connection and 

method, otherwife, as by writing them down ; and 

withal, that if there were any thing in them ufeful 

it was the way to keep it for after ufe : and there-. 

fore for the better management, for the account- 

ablenefs and the after ufe, he had long accuftomed 

to pen his meditations ; which gave us all of that 

nature that he hath left us. 

Notwithftanding his own great furniture of 
knowledge, and he was accounted by fome, fome- 
what tenacious of his conceptions (for men that 
know much, cannot eafily yield to the expedations 
of lefs knowing men,) yet I muft fay, that I 
remember not that ever I con verfed with a man 
that was readier to receive and learn. He would 
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hear as patiently, and reeoUeft all fo diftinfHy, and 
then try it fo judicioufly (not difdaining to learn 
of an inferior in fome things, who in more had 
need to learn of him,) that he would prefently 
take what fome (land wrangling againft many 
years. I never more perceived in any man, how 
much great knowledge and wifdom facilitate ad- 
ditions, and the reception of any thing not before 
known. Such a one prefently perceiveth that evi- 
dence which another is incapable of. 

For inftance, the kfl: time^ fave one, that I faw 
him (in his weaknefs at Afton,) he engaged me 
to explicate the doftrine of divine government 
(and decree,) as confident with the fin of , man. 
And when I had diftinftly told him, 1 • What God 
did, as "the author of nature, phyfically. 2. What 
he did, as legiflator, morally. And 3; What he 
did, as benefaftor, and by fpecial grace. 4. And 
where parmiffion came in, and where a£iual opera- 
tion. 3. And fo, how certainly God might caufe 
the eflfects, and not caufe the volitions, as dieter- 
minate to evil, [though the volition and; eflfed 
being calted by one name (as theft, murder, adul* 
tery, lying, &c*) oft deceive men :]' he took up 
all that I had faid in order, and diftinflily twice 
over repeated each part in its proper place, and 
with its reafon : and when he had done, faid, that 
I had given him fatisfaftion. 
• Before I knew what he did himfelf in contem- 
plations, I took it not well, that he more than 
once told me, ** Mr* Baxter, I am more beholden 
to you than you are aware of; and I thank you 
for all, but efpecially for your fcheme, and your 
catholic theology." For I was forry, that a maa 
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(that I thought) fo near death, (hould fpend much 
of his time on fuch controverfies (though tending 
to end them.) But he continued after, near a 
year, and had leifure for contemplations which I 
knew hot of. 

When I parted with him, I doubted which of 
us would be iirft at heaven : but he is gone before, 
and I am at the door, and fomewhat the willinger 
to go, when I think fuch fouls as his are there. 

When he was gone to Gloucefterfhire, and his 
-contemplations were publiflied by you, I fent him 
the confeflion of my cenfures of him, how I had 
feared that he had allowed too great a (hare of his 
lime and thoughts to fpeculation,. and too little to 
prafticals ; but rejoiced to fee the conviftion of 
my error : and he returned me a very kind letter, 
which was the laft. 

Some cenfured him for living under fuch a curate 
at A£ton, thinking it was in his power to have 
got Dr. Reeves, the parfon, to provide a better. 
Of which I can fay, that I once took the liberty 
to tell him, that I feared too much tepidity in him, 
by reafon of that thing ; not that he needed him- 
felf a better teacher, whq knew more, and could 
over-look fcandals ; but for the fake of the poor 
ignorant people, who greatly needed better help. 
He anfwered me, that if money would do it, he 
would willingly have done it ; but the Dr. was a 
man, not to be dealt with ; which was the hardeft 
word that I remember I ever heard him ufe of 
any. For I never knew any man more free from 
fpeaking evil of others behind their backs. When- 
ever the difcourfe came up to the faultinefs of any 
individuals, he would be filent : but the forts of 
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&ulty perfons he would blame with cautelousfree- - 1 
dom, efpecially idle, proud, fcandalous, contenti- 
ous, and fedious clergymen. We agreed in Bo>> 
thing more than that which he oft repeateth in the 
papers which you gave me, and which he oft ex- 
prefled, viz. that true religion confifteth in great, 
plain, neceflary things, the life of faith and hope, 
the love of God and man, an humble feU-denying 
mind, with mortification of worldly aflfedion, car^ 
nal luft, &c. And that the calamity of the church, 
and withering of religion, hath come from proud 
and bufy men's additions, that cannot give peace 
to themfelves and others, by living in love and 
quietnefs on this chriftian fimplicity of &ith and 
pra6lice, but vex and turmoil the church with thefe 
needlefs and hurtful fuperfluities ; fome by their 
decifions of words, or unneceffary controverfies ; 
and fome by their reftlefs reaching after their own 
worldly intereft, and corrupting the church, on 
pretence of raifing ?ind defending it; fome by 
their needlefs ceremonies, and fome by their fuper*- 
ftitious and caufelefe fcruples. But he was efpe- 
cialiy angry at them that would fo manage their 
differences about fuch things, as to fhew, that 
they had a greater zeal for their own additions, 
than for the common faving truths and duties 
which we were all agreed in ; and ths^ did fo 
manage their feveral little and felfifh caufes, as 
wounded or injured the common caufe of the chrif- 
tian and reformed churches. He had a great 
diftafte of the books called, a friendly debate, &c» 
and ecclefiaftical polity, as from an evil fpirit, injur- 
ing fcripture phrafe, and tempting the atheifts to 
contemn all religion, fo they might but vent their 
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f{^een, and be thought to have the better of their 
adverfaries ; and would fay, how eafy is it to re- 
quite fuch men, and all parties to ^xpofe each 
ether to contempt ? (Indeed, how msuiy pariflies^ 
in England afford too plenteous matter of reply 
to one that took that for his part y and of tears of 
ferious obfervers ?) 

His main defire was, that as men fhould not be 
peeviihly quarrelfome againftany lawful circum- 
ftances, forms or orders in religion, muchlefs think 
theovfelves godly men, becaufe they can fly from 
other mens circumftances, or fettled lawful orders 
as fin ; fo efpecially, that no human additions of 
oi»nion, order^ modes, ceremonies, profeffions, or 
, promifes, (hould ever be managed to the hindering 
of chriftian love and peace, nor of the preaching 
of the gofpel, no^ the wrong of our common caufe, 
or the ftrengthening of atheifm, infidelity, pro- 
phanenefs or popery ; but that chriftian verity and 
piety, the love of God and man, and a good life, 
and our common peace in thefe, might be firft 
refolved on and fecured, and all our additions 
might be ufed, but in due fubordination to thefe, 
and not to any injury of any of them ; nor fefts, 
parties, or narrow interefts be fet up againft the 
common duty, and the public intereft and peace. 
I know you are acquainted, how greatly he va- 
lued Mr. Selden, being one of his executors ; his 
books and picture being ftill near him. I think it 
meet therefore to remember, that becaufe many 
Hobbifts do report, that Mr. Selden was at the 
heart an infidel, and inclined to the opinions of 
Hobbs, I defired him to tell me the truth herein : 
' and he oft profeffed to me, that Mr. Selden was 
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a refolved feriou&chriftiaif ; and that he was a great | 
adverfary to Hobbs* errors ; and that he hadj feen 
him openly oppofe him fo eameftly, as either to 
depart from him, or drive him out of the room. 
And as Mr. Selden was one of thofe called Erafti- 
ans (as his book de Synedriis, and others (hew,) 
yet owned the office properly minifterial. So muft 
lawyers that ever I was acquainted with, taking 
the word jurifdidlion, to fignify fomething more 
than the mere doftoral, prieftly power, and power 
over their own facramental communion in the 
church which they guide, do ufe to fay, that it is 
primarily in the magiftrate (as no doubi all power 
of corporal coercion, by mulds and penalties is.) 
And as to the accidentals to the proper power of 
priefthood, or the keys, they truly fay with Dr. 
Stillingfleet, that God hath fettled no one form. 

Indeed, the lord chief juftice thought, that the 
power of the word and facraments in the minifte- 
rial office, was of God's inftitution ; and that they 
were the proper judges appointed by Chrift, to 
whom they themfelves fhould apply facraments, 
and to whom they (hould deny them. But that 
the power of chancellors courts, and many modal 
additions, which are not of the effence of the 
prieftly office, floweth from the king, and may be 
fitted to the flate of the kingdom. Which is true, 
if it be limited by God's laws, and exerdfed on 
things only allowed them to deal in, and contradid 
not the orders and powers fettled by Chrift and his 
apoftles. 

On this account he thought well of the form of 
government in the church of England ; (lament- 
ing the mifcarriages of many perfons,) and the 
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want of parochial reformation : but he was greatly 
for uniting in love and peace, upon fo much as 
is neceflary to falvation, with all good, fober^ 
peaceable men. 

And he was much againft the corrupting of the 
chriftian religion (whofe fimplicity and purity he 
juftly took to be much of its excellency,) by mens 
l>ufy additions, by wit, policy, ambition, or any 
thing elfe which fophifticateth it, and maketh it 
another thing, and caufeth the lamentable conten- 
tions of the world. 

What he was as a lawyer, a judge, a chriftian^ 
is fo well known, that I think for me to pretend 
that my teftimony is of any ufe, were vain. I 
will only tell you what I have written by his pic- 
ture, in the front of the great bible which I bought 
with his legacy, in memory of his love and name, 
viz. " SirfLvlatthew Hale, that unwearied ftudent^ 
that prudent man, that folid philofopher, that fam^ 
ous lawyer, that pillar and balls of juflice (who 
would not have done an unjuft a£l for any worldly 
price or motive,) the ornament of his majefty's 
government, and honour of England ; the higheft 
faculty of the foul of Weftminfter-hall, and pat- 
tern to all the reverend and honourable judges ; 
that godly, ferious, praftical chriftian, the lover of 
goodnefs and all good men ; a lamenter of the 
clergy^s felfiflinefs, and unfaithfulnefs, and difcord^ 
and of the fad divifions following hereupon;, an 
eameft defire of their reforiiiation, concord, and 
.the churches peace, and of a reformed a& of uni- 
formity, as the beft and neceifary means thereto; 
that great contemner of the riches, pomp and 
vanity of the world j that pattern of honeft plain- 



202 ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE LIFE, &C. 

nds and humility, who while he fled from the 
honours that purfued him, was yet lord chief juftice 
of the king's bench, after his being long lord chief 
baron of the exchequer ; living and dying, enter- 
ing on, ufing, and voluntarily furrendering his 
place of judicature, with the mod univerfal love, 
and honour, and praife, that ever did Englifh 
fiibjed in this age, or any that jufl: hiftory doth 
acquaint us with, &c. &c. &c. This man fo wife, 
fo good, fo great, bequeathing me in his teftament 
the legacy of forty (hillings, merely as a teftimony 
of his rdipeOt and love, I thought this book, the 
teftament of Chrift, the meeteft purchafe by that 
price, to remain in memorial of the faithful 
love, which he bare and long exprefled to his infe-* 
nor and unworthy, but honouring friend, who 
thought to have been with Chrift before him, and 
waitetb for the day of his perfed conjunction with 
the fpirits of the juft made perfed/' 

RICHARD BAXTER. 
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